Klingon Basic Conversation 1
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¥ Greetings & Farewells — Qapla' je nugneH

nuqgneH. Heghlu'meH QaqQ jajvam!

What do you want? (the Klingon "hello") Today is a good day to die!

nuqneH. Qapla'!

What do you want? Success!

tlhIngan Hol Dajatlh'a'? Qapla'!
Do you speak Klingon? Success! (and that is the end of the

conversation)

HIja', tthIngan Hol vIjatlh.
Yes, I speak Klingon.

tlhIngan Hol vIjatlh. tlhIngan Hol Dajatlh'a'?

I speak Klingon. Do you speak Klingon?
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majQa'! HIja'. tthIngan Hol vIjatlh.
Well done! Yes. I speak Klingon.

qatlho'. jIyajbe'.
Thank you. I don't understand. (B speaks too fast for a

beginner.)

(B says nothing. There is no standard reply to
thanks.)

yl'el. QaqQ jajvam.

Enter. (the nearest thing to "welcome") This day is good.

qatlho'. HIja', QaQ jajvam.
Thank you. Yes, this day is good.

'ach nugqneH? maj ram.

But what do you want? Good night.

maj ram.
Good night.

/£ Key Phrases — Gravaj Hol
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Hello (the nearest
thing)

Success (greeting,

send-off, cheer)

Goodbye

Come in / welcome

(to one person)

Come in / welcome

(to several)

Thank you

Well done

Yes

\[o)

| don't understand

Do you speak

Klingon?

Good night

Toast / battle cry

nugneH

Qapla’

(none; Qapla' or

just leave)

yl'el

pe'el pe'-el

qatlho' qa-tlho'

majQa’ maj-Qa’
Hlja’ Hi-ja'
ghobe' gho-be'

Ji-yaj-be'

jlyajbe’

tlhi-ngan Hol
Da-jatlh-'a’

tlhingan Hol
Dajatlh'a'?
maj ram

maj ram

Heghlu'meH QaQ

jajvam!

Hegh-lu'-meH
Qa0 jaj-vam

literally "what do you want?";

used to open a conversation

wishes the other success; often

the last word

Klingons rarely say farewell

literally "enter!"

the plural command prefix pe-

there is no reply; Klingon culture

does not expect one

praise for a deed

Jjl- + yaj + -be'

object, verb, then the question

suffix

an idiom, not a literal wish

"today is a good day to die"

A Klingon who greets you with nuqneH is asking, bluntly, what do you want? Marc Okrand, who

created the language, has said it is what you would say to a Klingon who comes up to you without

saying why. It is often used as a general greeting by learners and by the community, which is fine, but
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"

remember its real flavour: you do not chat, you state your business. Qapla’', "success", does most of
the other work: it can greet, cheer or take leave. Compare Esperanto, which has a warm Saluton for

every occasion (Esperanto Basic Conversation 1, Chapter 1).

gatlho' is how learners say "thank you", but Okrand has pointed out that Klingon culture has little
tradition of thanking and none of replying. So you will not find a "you're welcome". If someone
thanks you, a nod, a grunt or silence is exactly right. That is why the table above has no "you're

welcome" row.

8 Three Verbs for Conversation — Verboj

jIH (1) jljatlh
SoH (you) bljatlh
ghaH (he / she) jatlh
maH (we) majatlh
tlhIH (you, plural) Sujatlh

chaH (they) JELL

tlhIngan Hol "the Klingon language" is two nouns together, the first modifying the second. jajvam

rm

"this day" is jaj "day" plus -vam "this". Heghlu'meH is Hegh "die" + -lu' "one" + -meH "in order

to". Chapter after chapter, the vocabulary stays small because the suffixes do the work.
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88 Vocabulary — Vortaro

nug-nekh what do you want? (greeting)

Qap-la’ success

maj-Qa' well done

qa-tlho' thank you

Hi-ja' yes

gho-be'

yi'-el enter! (to one person)

Jatlh speak, say

yaj understand

Sop Sop eat

Hol Hol language

tlhingan tlhi-ngan Klingon

jaj Jjaj day
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tlhIngan maH ("we are Klingons") is a whole sentence in two words: the noun first, then the
pronoun, with no verb "to be" (Klingon Grammar 1, Chapter 5). It is a proud, short thing to say, and
it uses only words from this chapter. Sentences are short in Klingon: the language prefers action to

politeness.

B Reading — LaD

tlhIngan maH. tlhIngan Hol majatlh. QaQ jajvam. Qapla'!

We are Klingons. We speak the Klingon language. This day is good. Success!

(a) True. (b) False: tthIngan Hol majatlh. (c¢) False: QaQ jajvam "this day is good".
(d) Roughly true: Qapla' "success" is the Klingon way to end.

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. A Klingon walks up to you. What is the standard greeting, and what does it mean

literally?
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nuqneH. It means "what do you want?".

2. Ask someone whether they speak Klingon, then say that you do.

tlhIngan Hol Dajatlh'a'? - tthIngan Hol vIjatlh.

3. A friend does something impressive. What do you say? And what do you say if you did

not follow what they said?

majQa'! - jlyajbe’.

4. Someone thanks you. What is the Klingon reply?

There is none. Say nothing, or just nod. (qatlho' is how you thank someone.)

5. Welcome a guest to your hall: first one person, then a group.

yl'el. - pe'el.

6. Say "we speak Klingon" and "this day is good", using the verb table.

tlhIngan Hol majatlh. - QaQ jajvam.

Introducing yourself: saying who you are with ... jJIH ("I am ..."), naming your species and your

house, asking someone else's name, and your first questions with nuq and 'Iv.
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m= Introducing Yourself — pongwlIj

tlhIngan SoH'a'?
nuq 'oH pongllj'e'? Are you a Klingon?

What is your name?

HIja', tthIngan jIH.
pongwl]j 'oH Philip'e'. Yes, I am a Klingon.

My name is Philip.

Qapla'!
majQa’. Success!

Well done. (A Klingon's highest praise for a

name.)

tera'ngan SoH'a'? yaS SoH'a'?

Are you an Earthling? Are you an officer?

HIja', tera'ngan jIH. 'ach tlhIngan ghobe'. SuvwI' jIH.
Hol VIjatlh_ No. I am a warrior.

Yes, I am an Earthling. But I speak Klingon.
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majQa'! majQa’.
Well done! Well done.

'Tv ghaH? nuqneH. nuq 'oH pongllj'e'?

Who is she? What do you want? What is your name?

pongDaj 'oH Anna'e'. pongwlj 'oH wo'rIv'e'. nuq 'oH
Her name is Anna. pongle'e'?

My name is Worf. What is your name?

tera'ngan ghaH'a'?

Is she an Earthling? pongwlj '0H Martag'e'.
My name is Martok.

HIja'. tera'ngan ghaH.

Yes. She is an Earthling. Qapla'.

Success.

/£ Key Phrases — Gravaj Hol

What is your nuq 'oH nuq 'oH pong- )
) . a shorter form is pongllj nuq?
name? pongllj'e’? llj-"e

ongwlj 'oH ... ong-wlj 'oH ...
My name is ... PRI p g the name, then -'e' (topic marker)
e
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Are you a Klingon?

I am a Klingon

I am an Earthling

| am a warrior

Who is he / she?

His / her nameis ...

| am of the House

of ...

tlhingan SoH'a'?

tlhingan jIH.
tera'ngan jIH.

Suvwl' jIH.

'Iv ghaH?

pongDaj 'oH ...

e.

... tuq jIH.

tlhi-ngan SoH-

'q'

tlhi-ngan jIH

te-ra'-ngan jIH

Suv-wl' jIH

‘v ghaH

pong-Daj 'oH

o &

noun, pronoun, then -'a’

no verb "to be"

the question word takes the slot of

the answer

-Daj "his, her"

house name first, as in Martaq tuq

In pongwlj 'oH Philip'e' the -'e’ after the name marks the topic, the thing being identified

(Klingon Grammar 1, Chapter 3, group 5 noun suffix). You can think of it as "the name is: Philip". It

is normal in the full forms of these sentences and the sentence is not wrong without it in casual

speech.

B "To Be" for Three Nouns — Esti

tlhingan jIH tera'ngan jIH Suvwl' jIH

you tlhingan SoH tera’'ngan SoH Suvwl' SoH

he / she tlhingan ghaH tera’'ngan ghaH Suvwl' ghaH
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tlhingan maH tera'ngan maH Suvwl' maH
you (plural) tlhingan tlhiH tera'ngan tlhiH Suvwl' tlhiH

they tlhingan chaH tera’'ngan chaH Suvwl' chaH

pong "name" takes the possessive suffixes you know from Klingon Grammar 1: pongwlj "my

name", pongllj "your name", pongDaj "his or her name". The plural of a being is -pu":

(1}

tlhInganpu' "Klingons", tera'nganpu’ "Earthlings", SuvwI'pu' "warriors".

B8 Vocabulary — Vortaro

tuq tug house, ancestral unit
tlhingan tlhi-ngan Klingon
tera'ngan te-ra'-ngan Earthling, Terran
loD loD man, male
be' be' woman, female
person
warrior
officer

child
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who

what

he, she

they (beings)

you (plural)

my (suffix, for things)

your (suffix, for things)

his, her (suffix)

topic marker (suffix)

Kronos, the Klingon homeworld

Klingon has no f, so a name is adapted to the sounds of the language. The best-known example is
wo'rlv for the Klingon officer Worf: the f became a v, and an apostrophe was added. By the same
logic, Philip would be something like vIlIp. (That is a suggestion by analogy, not an official form.)
Full names use the pattern "name, parent, house": wo'rIv mogh puqloD Martaq tuq "Worf, son

of Mogh, of the House of Martok". The word pugloD is "son" (literally "child-male").

A Klingon's house (tuq) is part of their name and their honour. Saying "I am of the House of ..." is
the Klingon equivalent of giving your surname and your address at once, and you would not give

your house to a stranger lightly.

B Reading — LaD
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pongwlj 'oH Philip'e'. tera'ngan jIH. 'ach tlhIngan Hol vIjatlh. SuvwI' jTH.

My name is Philip. I am an Earthling. But I speak Klingon. I am a warrior.

(a) True. (b) False: tera'mgan jIH. (c) True: tthIngan Hol vIjatlh. (d) False: SuvwlI'
JTH.

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. Ask someone their name, and give yours.

nuq 'oH pongllj'e'? - pongwlj 'oH ... 'e'.

" on

2, Say "I am a Klingon", "you are a warrior" and "we are Earthlings".

tlhIngan jIH. - SuvwI' SoH. - tera'ngan maH.

3. Ask whether someone is an officer, and answer "no, I am a warrior".

yaS SoH'a'? - ghobe'. SuvwlI' jIH.

4. Ask "who is she?" and answer that her name is Anna and she is an Earthling.

'ITv ghaH? - pongDaj 'oH Anna'e'. tera'ngan ghaH.
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5. Make the plurals of tlhIngan, SuvwI' and tera'ngan.

tlhInganpu' - SuvwI'pu’' - tera'nganpu' (the suffix -pu'is for beings who use

language).

6. Say "Martok's name is Martaq" the Klingon way, using pongDaj.

pongDaj 'oH Martaq'e'.

Numbers and counting: wa', cha', wej... up to ninety-nine and beyond, counting warriors and ships,

giving your age, and the -maH multiplier in everyday use.
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B Numbers, Age & Counting — mI'mey

Part 1 — The Numbers

wa'maH wa' + maH (one ten)

wa'maH wa' ten, then one (a space between the two parts)
cha'maH two tens

wejmaH vagh three tens, five

HutmaH Hut nine tens, nine
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WERZ1 ) one hundred

WERY:1D) one thousand

Duj 'ar Dalegh?

How many ships do you see?

wej Duj vilegh.

I see three ships.

majQa’.
Well done.

ben 'ar bIboghpu'?
How old are you? (Literally: how many years

ago were you born?)

cha'maH vagh ben jIboghpu'.

I am 25. (I was born 25 years ago.)

Qapla'.

Success.

SuvwlI' 'ar Daghaj?

How many warriors do you have?

wa'maH SuvwlI' vighaj.

I have ten warriors.

wa'maH? Qapla'!

Ten? Success!

ben 'ar boghpu'?
How old is he? (How many years ago was he

born?)

javvatlh ben boghpu'.
He is six hundred. (An exaggeration, for a

legend.)

SuvwlI' gan!

An old warrior!

Klingon Basic Conversation 1 - Page 17




bIgan'a'? Duj 'ar ghaj Qo'noS?

Are you old? How many ships does Kronos have?

ghobe'. jIQup. Duj wa'vatlh ghaj.
No. I am young. It has a hundred ships.

cha'maH ben jIboghpu'. jIgan 'e' majQa'!
vIHar. Well done!

I was born twenty years ago. I think I am old.

Part 2 — Counting Things and Beings

wej Duj "three ships", wa'maH SuvwlI' "ten warriors". After a number the noun does not need the
plural suffix: wej Duj, not wej Dujmey. The question word 'ar "how many" can go in the same slot

as the number: Duj 'ar Dalegh?.

the question word for
How many ...7
numbers

object (number + noun),
| see three ships wej Duj vilegh. wej Duj vi-legh
then verb

| have ten wa'maH Suvwl' wa'-maH Suv-wl' vi-

warriors vighaj. ghaj

| was born 25 cha’'maH vagh ben cha'-maH vagh ben . ‘
this is how age is told

years ago jlboghpu'. Ji-bogh-pu'

"how many years ago
How old are you? ben 'ar blboghpu'? ben ‘ar bi-bogh-pu'
were you born?"
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_ also means "nobody" or
nothing, zero )
"nothing”

legh (see) vilegh Dalegh
ghaj (have) vighaj Daghaj

jatlh (speak) vijatlh Dajatlh

Part 3 — Age, and Being Old or Young

The word ben means "years ago" (and, in a number phrase, "years old"). The verb is bogh "be born",
here with the suffix -pu’' (perfective, Klingon Grammar 1, Chapter 7): jlboghpu' "I was born". The
prefix jI- means "I" with no object. So wa'maH ben jIboghpu' is "I am ten", literally "I was born

ten years ago".

In a culture where reaching old age means surviving many battles, your age is a point of pride, not a
subject to avoid. Asking ben 'ar bIboghpu'? is not rude; the answer is usually delivered at volume.
To describe someone, use qan "be old" and Qup "be young": SuvwI' qan "an old warrior" (the

describing verb follows the noun). For "I am old" use the prefix: jIqan.

B8 Vocabulary — Vortaro
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zero, nothing

eight

nine

ten (suffix)

hundred (suffix)

thousand (suffix)

how many

years ago

be born

be old

be young

ship, vessel

have

Klingon Basic Conversation 1 - Page 20

number

number

number

number

number

number




Within one place value the digit and the suffix join: cha'maH (20), wa'vatlh (100). Different place

values are separate words, biggest first: cha'maH loS (24), wa'vatlh wa'maH (110).

B Reading — LaD

wej Duj vilegh. wa'maH SuvwlI' vighaj. cha'maH vagh ben jIboghpu'. jIQup.
) Duj g gnaj g Jiboghpu'. j1Qup

I see three ships. I have ten warriors. I am twenty-five. I am young.

(a) False: wej Duj is three. (b) True. (c) True: cha'maH vagh ben jIboghpu'. (d)
False: jIQup "I am young".

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. Say the numbers 1 to 9.

wa', cha', wej, loS, vagh, jav, Soch, chorgh, Hut

2. Say 15, 40 and 100.

wa'maH vagh - loSmaH - wa'vatlh
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3. Ask how many ships someone sees, and answer "I see five ships".

Duj 'ar Dalegh? - vagh Duj vilegh.

4. Ask someone's age, and say that you are 30.

ben 'ar bIboghpu'? - wejmaH ben jIboghpu'.

5. Say "I have seven warriors".

Soch SuvwlI' vighaj.

6. Say "an old warrior" and "I am young".

SuvwI' qan - jJIQup.

Where you are from: Qo'noS and other worlds, the place suffixes -Daq and -vo', and saying which

language you speak.
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¥ Where You're From — mung

mungllj nuq?
Where are you from? (Literally: what is your

origin?)

mungwlj 'oH Qo'noS'e'.
I am from Kronos. (Literally: my origin is

Kronos.)

Qapla'!

Success!

nuqDaq blyIn?

Where do you live?

QomoSDaq jIyln.

mungllj nuq?

Where are you from?

mungwl]j 'oH tera"e'.

I am from Earth.

tera'ngan SoH. 'ach tlhIngan Hol
Dajatlh.

You are an Earthling. But you speak Klingon.

HIja'".
Yes.

vulgangan SoH'a'?

Are you a Vulcan?

HIja'. tera'Daq jIyIn.
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I live on Kronos. Yes. I live on Earth.

majQa’. vulgangan! tera'Daq? jlyajbe'!
Well done. A Vulcan! On Earth? I do not understand!

nugDaq SuvwI' yIn?
tlhIngan Hol Dajatlh'a'? Where does the warrior live?

Do you speak Klingon?

pa'. Qo'noSDaq yIn.
HIja'". tthIngan Hol vIghoj. There. He lives on Kronos.

Yes. I am learning Klingon.

majQa'. naDev tlhIngan vIlegh.
majQa'! Well done. I see a Klingon here.
Well done!

/£ Key Phrases — Gravaj Hol

Where are you ) . : -
S mungllj nuq? mung-llj nug "what is your origin?"
roms?

) _ the same pattern as the
| am from ... mungwlj 'oH ... 'e". mung-wlj 'oH ... ‘e’
name sentence

Where do you , question word, then verb
, nuqDaq blyIn? nug-Daq bi-yIn .
live? with bl-

| live on Kronos Qo'noSDaq jlyin. Qo'-noS-Daq ji-yin place + -Dag, then the verb
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from here naDevvo' na-Dev-vo' here + -vo'

Do you speak tlhingan Hol tlhi-ngan Hol Da-
Klingon? Dajatlh'a’? Jjatlh-'a’

| am learning tlhingan Hol tlhi-ngan Hol vi-

Klingon vighoj. ghoj

Both go on the end of a noun: Qo'noSDaq "on Kronos", Qo'noSvo' "from Kronos". The place word
comes first, then the verb: Qo'moSDaq jIyIn. With a verb of motion, -Daq also says where you are

going; Chapter 10, Asking for Directions, uses it.

8 Worlds and Peoples — Qo'mey

Kronos Klingon tlhingan
Earth Earthling tera’'ngan

Vulcan Vulcan vulgangan

tera' "Earth" + -ngan "inhabitant" = tera'ngan "Earthling". The same pattern gives vulqangan.

(tlhIngan is a word in itself, not a built form, so do not look for a planet tlhI inside it.)

B8 Vocabulary — Vortaro
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-ngan

nuqDaq

Qo'noS

tera’

vulgan

vulgangan

yuQ

Hol

tlhingan Hol

naDev

pa

yln

jatlh

ghoj

tlhingan

‘ach

-ngan

nuqg-Daq

Qo'-noS

te-ra'

vul-gan

vul-gan-gan

yuQ

Hol

tlhi-ngan Hol

na-Dev

pa’

yin

jatlh

ghoj

tlhi-ngan

‘ach

origin, source

at, in, on (suffix)

from (suffix)

inhabitant (suffix)

where

Kronos

Earth

Vulcan

a Vulcan

planet

language

the Klingon language

here

there

live

speak

learn

Klingon

but

and (joins sentences)
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A Klingon answers "where are you from?" with the world and, if the listener is worth it, the house
(Chapter 2). The answer Qo'noS is usually given as if it needed no further explanation. If you

answer tera’', expect the polite reply to be about your Klingon, not your home.

B Reading — LaD

mungwl]j 'oH tera"e'. tera'Daq jlyIn. tthIngan Hol vighoj 'ej vIjatlh.

I am from Earth. I live on Earth. I am learning Klingon and I speak it.

(a) False: tera' is Earth. (b) True. (c) True: vighoj. (d) False: vIjatlh "I speak it".

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. Ask where someone is from, and say you are from Earth.
mungllj nuq? - mungwlj 'oH tera''e'.
2. Ask where someone lives, and say you live on Kronos.

nuqDaq bIyIn? - Qo'noSDagq jIyIn.
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3. Say "from Kronos" and "on Earth".

Qo'noSvo' - tera'Daq

4. Ask "do you speak Klingon?" and answer "yes, I am learning it".

tlhIngan Hol Dajatlh'a'? - HIja', vighoj.

5. Make the word for a person from Vulcan, and for a person from Earth.

vulgangan - tera'ngan (place + -ngan).

6. Say "a Klingon lives there".

pa' tthIngan yIn. (Or put pa’ where it suits you: adverbs come before the rest of the

sentence.)

Family and house: oD, be', puq, the honour of a lineage (tuq), and talking about your family with -
wlj and -1Ij.
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4 Family & House — mogh

'Tv vavlI'? loDnI' Daghaj'a'?

Who is your father? Do you have a brother?

vavwl' 'oH Mogh'e'. HIja". cha' loDnlI' vighaj. be'nI'
My father is Mogh. VIghajbe'.

Yes. I have two brothers. I have no sister.

Qapla'!
Success! cha' loDnI'! majQa’.

Two brothers! Well done.

puq 'ar Daghaj? nuq tuqllj?

How many children do you have? What is your house?

wej puq vighaj. cha' puqloD, wa' tuqwl]j 'oH Martaq tuq'e'.
puqbe'. My house is the House of Martok.

I have three children. Two sons, one daughter.
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Qapla'.
mana'. Success.

Well done.

SoSII' gan'a'? loDnalwlI' 'oH Worf'e'.
Is your mother old? My husband is Worf.

HIja". SoSwI' qan. be'nalwl' 'oH Anna'e'. wa' puq
Yes. My mother is old. maghaj.

My wife is Anna. We have one child.

SuvwI' ghaH'a'?
Is she a warrior? majQa'. mogh QaQ.

Well done. A good family.

HIja'. SuvwI' ghaH.

Yes. She is a warrior.

/£ Key Phrases — Gravaj Hol

Who is your father? ‘Iv vavll'?

. vavwl' 'oH ...
My father is ... vav-wl' 'oH ... ‘e’

e.

Do you have a loDnl' loD-nl' Da-ghaj-
brother? Daghaj'a'?

| have two children cha' puq vighaj. cha' puq vi-ghaj number before noun (Chapter 3)
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) be'-nl' vi-ghaj- -be' "not" goes right after the verb
| have no sister be'nl’ vighajbe'. - ;
e roo

What is your house? nuq tuqllj? nuq tug-llj a house takes -wlj and -llj

the describing verb follows the
an old mother SoS gan \YeAYelelg

noun

People who use language take -wI' "my" and -1I' "your": vavwlI' "my father", SoSII' "your mother".
Everything else takes -wlj and -1Ij: tuqwlj "my house". For "his, her" the suffix is -Daj and for

"their" it is -chaj: vavDaj "his father".

8 The Family — mogh

father vavwl' vavll'
mother SoSwl' SoSlI’
brother loDnl'wl' loDnl'll"
sister be'nl'wl’ be'nl'll'
pugloDwl’ pugloDII'

daughter pugbe'wl' pugbe'll’

pugq "child" + loD "man" = puqloD "son" (a male child). puq + be' "woman" = puqbe' "daughter".

Likewise loD + nal (a spouse suffix) = loDnal "husband" and be' + nal = be'nal "wife".
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SoS
loDnl’
be'nl’
puq
puqloD
puqgbe’
loDnal
be'nal
-wl'
-Ir

-Daj

88 Vocabulary — Vortaro

SoS

loD-nl'

be'-nl'

puq

pug-loD

pug-be'

loD-nal

be'-nal

-wl'

family, clan

house, ancestral unit

father

mother

brother

sister

child

daughter

husband

wife

my (for people)

your (for people)

his, her

their

have

not (verb suffix)

be good
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A Klingon's tuq (house) is more than a surname. Its standing is the standing of everyone in it, and an
act of dishonour by one member stains all. That is why Klingons introduce relatives by house, and
why a warrior speaks of vavwI' (my father) with the pride of someone who is still being measured

against him.

B Reading — LaD

vavwl' 'oH Mogh'e'. SoSwI' gan. cha' loDnI' vighaj. wa' puq vighaj. mogh QaQ.
My father is Mogh. My mother is old. I have two brothers. I have one child. A good family.

(a) True. (b) False: SoSwI' qan. (c) True. (d) False: wa' puq is one child.

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

"non

1. Say "my father", "my mother" and "your brother".
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vavwI' - SoSwI' - loDnI'll'

2. Ask "who is your mother?" and answer that she is a warrior.

'Tv SoSII'? - Suvwl' ghaH.

3. Ask how many children someone has, and say you have four.

puq 'ar Daghaj? - 1oS puq vighaj.

4. Say "I have no daughter".

pugbe' vighajbe'.

5. Say "my house is the House of Martok" and "his father".

tuqwlj 'oH Martaq tuq'e'. - vavDayj

6. Make the words for "husband" and "wife" from loD, be' and nal.

loDnal - be'nal

Your work: warrior, officer, engineer, healer, clerk; the doer suffix -wI' in use, and what you do and

where.
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¥ Your Work — Qu'

nuq SoH? yaS SoH'a'?

What are you? (What is your role?) Are you an officer?

SuvwlI' jTH. ghobe'. ra'wl' jTH.

I am a warrior. No. I am a commander.

majQa’. Qapla'!

Well done. Success!

'Tv HoDII'? HaDwlI' SoH'a'?

Who is your captain? Are you a teacher? (Literally: a one who

studies.)

HoDwlI' 'oH Martaq'e'.
My captain is Martok. ghobe'. ghojwlI' jIH. tlhIngan Hol

vIghoj.

No. I am a learner. I am learning Klingon.
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Qapla'.

Success.

Qu' Data'pu"a'?

Have you done the task?

HIja', Qu' vita'pu'.

Yes, I have done the task.

Qapla'!

Success!

/£ Key Phrases — Gravaj Hol

What are you?

| am a warrior

| am a commander

Are you an officer?

Who is your captain?

nuq SoH? nuq SoH

Suvwl' jIH. Suv-wl' jIH

ra'wl' jIH. ra'-wl' jIH

majQa'l
Well done!

nugDaq SoH?

Where are you?

DujDaq jIH. SuvwI' jIH.

I am on the ship. I am a warrior.

Duj 'ar ghaj HoDII'?

How many ships does your captain have?

wa' Duj ghaj.
He has one ship.

question word, then pronoun

noun + pronoun (Chapter 2)

yaS SoH'a"? ya$ SoH-'a’

'Iv HoDII'? 'Ilv HoD-lI'

Klingon Basic Conversation 1 -
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| have done the task Qu' vita'pu'. Qu' vi-ta'-pu' -pu' "already, done"

on the ship DujDaq Duj-Daq place suffix (Chapter 4)

ta' (do)
HaD (study)

ghoj (learn)

Suv "fight" + -wI' = SuvwlI' "one who fights, warrior". ra' "command" + -wI' = ra'wI'
"commander". HaD "study" + -wI' = HaDwI' "teacher/student of a subject". ghoj "learn" + -wI' =
ghojwlI' "learner”. The plural is -pu': SuvwI'pu' "warriors". Note that this -wI'is the same letters

as the possessive "my" in Chapter 5: the doer suffix goes on a verb, the possessive on a noun.

M8 Vocabulary — Vortaro

task, mission

one who does (suffix)

warrior

fight

officer
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captain

commander

command, order

teacher, student

study

learner

travel

traveller

continuing (suffix)

do, accomplish

already done (suffix)

ship

on the ship

what

be good

In Klingon society rank is won in service. A warrior is SuvwlI' first and anything else second. Saying

SuvwlI' jIH is the most respected answer you can give to nuq SoH?, whatever your actual post.

B Reading — LaD
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SuvwI' jIH. HoDwI' 'oH Martaq'e'. DujDaq jIH. Qu' vita'pu'. QaQ.

I am a warrior. My captain is Martok. I am on the ship. I have done the task. Good.

(a) False: SuvwlI' jJIH. (b) True. (¢) True: DujDaq jIH. (d) False: Qu' vIta'pu' "I have
done the task".

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. Ask someone's role, and say that you are a commander.

nuq SoH? - ra'wlI' jIH.

2, Make the doer noun from leng "travel" and from Suv "fight".

lengwI' - SuvwlI'

3. Say "my captain is Martok" and "who is your captain?".

HoDwlI' 'oH Martaq'e'. - 'Iv HoDII'?

4. Ask "have you done the task?" and answer "yes".

Qu' Data'pu"a'? - HIja', Qu' vita'pu'.
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5. Say "I am a learner" and "I am on the ship".

ghojwI' jIH. - DujDaq jIH.

6. Say "warriors" (plural) and "I am learning Klingon".

SuvwI'pu' - tthIngan Hol vighoj.

rn

Days, dates and the time: wa'Hu' "yesterday", DaHjaj "today", wa'leS "tomorrow", and making an

appointment, or a challenge.

Klingon Basic Conversation 1 - Page 40




@ Days, Dates & Telling the Time — jaj, rep

Part 1 — Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow

day (24 hours)

today "now-day"
yesterday "one day ago"
tomorrow "one day from now"
daytime

night

month

year

There are published names for the days of the week, but I could not confirm them, and the Klingon
calendar does not run on a Terran week. This course uses the words above, which are enough to

arrange anything in Klingon.

Part 2 — The Hour
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rep ylper!
What time is it? (Literally: label the hour!)

tera' rep cha'maH.

It is hour 20, 8 p.m.

majQa’.
Well done.

wa'Hu' nugDaq SoH?

Where were you yesterday?

wa'Hu' Qo'noSDaq jIH. DaHjaj
DujDaq jIH.

Yesterday I was on Kronos. Today I am on the

ship.

wa'leS maSuv.

Tomorrow we fight.

nugDaq?
Where?

tera' rep 'ar?
At what hour?

tera' rep wa'maH.

At hour 10.

wa'leS nugDaq bljaH?

Where will you go tomorrow?

wa'leS Qo'noSDaq jljaH.

Tomorrow I will go to Kronos.

Qapla'!
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Success!

Qapla'.

Success.

pem jlleng. ram jIQong. DaHjaj tera' rep jav maSuv.

By day I travel. By night I sleep. Today at hour 6 we fight.

SuvwI' SoH'a'? DaHjaj? QaQ!

Are you a warrior? Today? Good!

HIja'. ram maSuv. Qapla'!
Yes. We fight by night. Success!

Part 3 — Arranging a Meeting

What time is it? rep ylper! rep yi-per an order, yl-

It is hour 20 tera' rep cha’'maH. te-ra' rep cha'-maH number of the hour, 0-23
Today DaHjaj DaH-jaj time word first
Tomorrow we fight wa'leS maSuv. wa'-leS ma-Suv ma- "we"

At what hour? tera' rep 'ar? te-ra' rep ‘ar

By night
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jaH (go)

leng (travel)

Suv (fight)

(KD

wa' "one" + Hu' (ago) = wa'Hu' "yesterday". wa' + leS (from now) = wa'leS "tomorrow". Any

(N1}

number works: cha'Hu' "two days ago", wejleS "three days from now" (Klingon Grammar 1,

Chapter 10).

88 Vocabulary — Vortaro

day

today

yesterday

tomorrow

daytime

night

month

year

hour

minute
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JEL]

leng

Qong

Suv

tera' rep

lup

per

jaH

leng

Qong

Suv

te-ra' rep

second

label, name

go

travel

sleep

ile]als

Earth hour (24-hour clock)

how many

where

here

To give a time to a Klingon is to make a promise, so the hour is kept. Turning up late for a fight is a

disgrace, and turning up on the wrong day is worse. That is why the day words come first in the

sentence: they set the terms before anything else is said.

B Reading — LaD

wa'Hu' Qo'noSDaq jIH. DaHjaj DujDaq jIH. wa'leS tera' rep jav maSuv.

Yesterday I was on Kronos. Today I am on the ship. Tomorrow at hour 6 we fight.
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(a) True. (b) False: DujDaq jIH "on the ship". (¢) True: wa'leS. (d) False: jav is six.

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. Say "yesterday", "today" and "tomorrow".

wa'Hu' - DaHjaj - wa'leS

2. Ask the time, and answer "hour 15".

rep ylper! - tera' rep wa'maH vagh.

3. Say "two days ago" and "three days from now".

cha'Hu' - wejleS

4. Say "tomorrow we go to Kronos".

wa'leS Qo'moSDaq majaH.

5. Say "by day I travel, by night I sleep".

pem jIleng. ram jIQong.

6. Challenge someone: "tomorrow at hour 8 we fight here".
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wa'leS tera' rep chorgh naDev maSuv.

Food and drink at the feast hall: gagh, HIq, eating and drinking verbs, asking for food, and praising
a dish.
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® Food & Drink at the Feast Hall — Soj

nuqneH. gagh DaSop'a'?
What do you want? Do you eat gagh?

'Iw HIq vineH. HIja', gagh vISop.

I want bloodwine. Yes, I eat gagh.

majQa'! Qapla'!

Well done! Success!

bIQ DaneH'a'? Soj QaQ'a'?

Do you want water? Is the food good?

ghobe'! HIq vineH. HIja'. Soj QaQ.

No! I want ale. Yes. The food is good.

majQa’. majQa'!
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Well done.

yltlhutlh!
Drink!

Qapla'!

Success!

Well done! (to the cook)

tItlhutlh!

Drink! (to everyone)

tlhIngan maH!

We are Klingons!

Qapla'!

Success!

/£ Key Phrases — Gravaj Hol

| want bloodwine

Do you want water?

| eat gagh

The food is good

Eat! (one person)

Drink! (several people)

Well done! (praise)

'Iw Hlq vineH.

blQ DaneH'a’?

gagh viSop.

Soj QaQ.

ylSop!

titlhutlh!

majQa’!

'lw Hlq vi-neH object, then verb

blQ Da-neH-'a'

gagh vi-Sop

Soj QaQ describing verb after the noun

yi-Sop yl- command

ti-tlhutlh tl- command to a group

maj-Qa’ the answer to a good dish
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Sop (eat) viSop DaSop Sop

tlhutlh (drink) vitlhutlh Datlhutlh tlhutlh

neH (want) vineH DaneH neH

A command uses the prefix yI- (one person) or tI- (several): yISop!, tItlhutlh!. In Klingon this is
not rude, because there is no softer way to say it. The one way to add respect is the honorific -neS

(Klingon Grammar 1, Chapter 7).

88 Vocabulary — Vortaro

food

gagh (serpent worms)

ale

blood

bloodwine

water

pie

Sop eat

tlhutlh drink

neH
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command prefix (one person)

command prefix (several)

be good

well done

success

what do you want?

yes

question suffix

gagh is the classic Klingon dish, served live because freshness is the point. The polite thing to say
about it is Soj QaQ "the food is good", ideally with your mouth full. Water (bIQ) is for ships' coolant

and nervous diplomats: a Klingon asks for 'Iw HIq.

The Klingon words for a hall or a table are not ones I could confirm, so this chapter does not use one.
You can say where you are with the place words from Chapter 4 (naDev "here") and the food with

the words above.

B Reading — LaD
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gagh vISop. 'ITw HIq vItlhutlh. Soj QaQ. majQa'!
I eat gagh. I drink bloodwine. The food is good. Well done!

(a) True. (b) False: 'Tw HIq vItlhutlh "I drink bloodwine". (c) True: Soj QaQ. (d)

False: majQa'! is praise.

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. Say "I want bloodwine" and "I want food".

'Tw HIq vineH. - Soj vineH.

2, Ask "do you eat gagh?" and answer "no".

gagh DaSop'a'? - ghobe'.

3. Order a friend to eat, then a group to drink.

yISop! - titlhutlh!

4. Say "the food is good" and ask whether it is.

Soj QaqQ. - Soj QaQ'a'?
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5. Say "I drink water" and "I do not want water".

bIQ vItlhutlh. - bIQ vineHbe'.

6. Say "we eat gagh" (we — it is wI-).

gagh wilSop.

Trade and prices: buying, selling and exchanging, asking how much, and haggling Klingon style.
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sls Trade & Prices — Huch

Suy SoH'a'? Huch 'ar DaneH?

Are you a merchant? How much money do you want?

HIja', Suy jIH. nugneH. Huch wa'vatlh.

Yes, I am a merchant. What do you want? One hundred.

'etlh vIje' vineH. wa'vatlh?!

I want to buy a sword. A hundred?!

Huch pusS vIDII vineH. Huch loSmaH.

I want to pay less money. Forty.

ghobe'. Huch law' vineH. QaqQ. 'etlh vingev.

No. I want more money. Good. I sell the sword.

jItlhong. Huch wejmaH. majQa'!
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I bargain. Thirty. Well done!

'etlh vIDII.

I pay for the sword.

Duj vije' vineH. Huch 'ar?

I want to buy a ship. How much?

Huch wa'SaD.

One thousand.

Huch Daghaj'a'?

Do you have the money?

HIja'. Huch loSmaH vigha;j.

Yes. I have forty.

ghobe'! Huch law'!

No! That is too much money!

/£ Key Phrases — Gravaj Hol

two verbs, each with

| want to buy a sword ‘etlh vlje' vineH. ‘etlh vi-je' vi-neH

vi-

How much do you
Huch 'ar DaneH? Huch ‘ar Da-neH

want?

numbers from Chapter

The price is 100

| pay for the sword

| sell the sword

| want to pay less

Huch wa'vatlh.

‘etlh vIDII.
‘etlh vingev.

Huch pusS vIDII

vineH.

Huch wa'-vatlh

‘etlh vi-DIl

‘etlh vi-ngev

Huch pusS vi-DIl vi-
neH
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| bargain jltlhong. Ji-tlhong

je' (buy)
ngev (sell)

DIl (pay for)

Klingon says "I want to buy a sword" with two verbs, each carrying its own prefix: 'etlh vIje' vineH.
The object goes first, then the verb of the action, then the verb of wanting. The same pattern gives

tlhIngan Hol vIjatlh vineH "I want to speak Klingon".

B8 Vocabulary — Vortaro

buy

sell

pay for

trade

bargain, barter
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merchant

business

sword, blade

ship

want

how many, how much

more, many
pusS pus fewer, less adj
QaQ QaQ be good adj
QaQbe' QaQ-be' be not good, bad adj
wa'vatlh wa'-vatlh one hundred number
wa'SaD wa'-SaD one thousand number

Hlja' Hl-ja' yes

ghobe' gho-be'

Haggling in Klingon style is a contest of will. The first price is an insult, the second a counter-insult,
and a deal is struck when both sides have shown they cannot be pushed. Being cheated is

dishonourable; cheating at a bargain you both understood as a game is not.

Huch means "money" in general. I could not confirm a standard unit of currency, so the prices in

this chapter are bare numbers: Huch wa'vatlh "money, one hundred".

Klingon Basic Conversation 1 - Page 57




B Reading — LaD

Suy jIH. 'etlh vingev. Huch loSmaH vIneH. QaQ!

I am a merchant. I sell a sword. I want forty money. Good!

(a) True. (b) False: 'etlh vIngev "I sell a sword". (¢) True: loSmaH. (d) False: QaQ! is
"good".

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. Say "I want to buy a ship".
Duj vlje' vineH.
2. Ask how much money someone wants, and answer "fifty".

Huch 'ar DaneH? - Huch vaghmaH.

3. Say "I am a merchant" and ask someone else if they are.

Suy jIH. - Suy SoH'a'?
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4. Say "I pay for the sword" and "I sell the ship".

'etlh vIDIL. - Duj vingev.

5. Say "I want to pay less money" and "no, that is too much".

Huch puS vIDII vineH. - ghobe'! Huch law"!

6. Say "I do not have the money" (use -be' after the verb).

Huch vighajbe'.

Asking for directions: where, ahead, behind, left, right, up and down, and the commands yI- and tI-

1n use.
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@ Asking for Directions — nugDaq?

nugDaq Duj? nugDaq juH?
Where is the ship? Where is the home?

poSDaq yIjaH!
Go to the left!

majQa’. poSDagq jljaH.
Well done. I go to the left.

nuqDaq Qo'noS? tlhopDaq yIjaH!

Where is Kronos? Go to the front!

nIHDaq yljaH! nugDaq SuvwI'?

Go to the right! Where is the warrior?

Qapla'! 'emDagq.
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Success!

DungDaq Duj.

The ship is above.

bIngDaq jIjaH.

I go below.

Qapla'.

Success.

Behind.

jIyajbe'. nuqDaq jIH?

I do not understand. Where am I?

naDev SoH.

You are here.

naDev? Qapla'!

Here? Success!

/£ Key Phrases — Gravaj Hol

Where is the ship?

Where am 1?

Go to the left!

Go to the right!

Go to the front!

Go to the back!

nugDaq Duj?

nugDaq jIH?

poSDaq yljaH!

nlHDaq yljaH!

tlhopDaq
yljaH!

‘'emDaq yljaH!
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nug-Daq Duj

nug-Dagq jIH

poS-Daq yi-jaH

nlH-Dagq yi-jaH

tlhop-Dagq yi-
JjaH

‘em-Dagq yi-jaH

question word first

place noun + -Dag, then

command

front, ahead




You (all) go to the

loftl poSDaq tljaH! poS-Dagq ti-jaH t/- for several
eft!

| do not understand jlyajbe'. Ji-yaj-be' from Chapter 1

left side poSDaq
right side nIHDaq
front tlhopDaq
area behind ‘emDaq
area above DungDaq
area below bingDaq

area beside retlhDaq

Because they are nouns, these words can take a possessive before -Daq: poSwIjDaq "to my left". An
example in a published article is poSwIjDaq qalegh "I see you to my left". The same logic gives
nIHIIjDaq "to your right".

This chapter uses one verb, jaH "go", with the prefixes you know: jIjaH "I go", bIjaH "you go",
majaH "we go", and the commands yIjaH! and tIjaH!. A verb for "turn" is not covered here

because I could not confirm one.

88 Vocabulary — Vortaro
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WHEE

left (side)

right (side)

front

area behind

area above

area below

area beside

at, to (suffix)

go

command prefix (one person)

command prefix (several)

here

pa' there

JuH home

Duj ship

Qo'-noS Kronos

Ji-yaj-be' | do not understand

Hl-ja' yes
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A Klingon does not say "I am lost". They say nuqDaq jTH? "where am I?", in the tone of someone
asking the ground to explain itself. The correct reply is a loud, short answer and a pointing arm. If

you are the one answering, Qapla'! is the usual send-off.

B Reading — LaD

nuqDaq Duj? poSDaq yljaH! tthopDaq yIjaH! naDev Duj. Qapla'!
Where is the ship? Go to the left! Go to the front! The ship is here. Success!

(a) True. (b) False: poSDagq is left. (c) False: naDev is "here". (d) True: Qapla'!

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. Ask where the ship is, and answer "there".
nuqDaq Duj? - pa'.

2, Tell one person to go to the right and a group to go to the left.
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nIHDaq yIjaH! - poSDaq tIjaH!

3. Say "I go below" and "we go above".

bIngDaq jIjaH. - DungDaq majaH.

4. Say "to my left" and "to your right".

poSwljDaq - nIHIIjDaq

5. Say "I do not understand. Where is Kronos?".

jIyajbe'. nugDaq Qo'noS?

6. Order a friend to go to the front, and say "the warrior is behind".

tlhopDaq yIjaH! - 'emDaq SuvwlI'.

Quarters and lodging: a room, a bed, a door, asking for quarters on a visit, and what you need.
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Quarters & Lodging — pa'

nuqneH.

What do you want?

pa' vineH.

I want a room.

pa' 'ar DaneH?

How many rooms do you want?

wa' pa'.

One room.

QongDaq DaghajnIS'a'?

Do you need a bed?

ram 'ar bIQong?

How many nights do you sleep?

wej ram jIQong.

I sleep three nights.

majQa’.
Well done.

lojmIt nugDaq?
Where is the door?

HIja". QongDaq vIighajnIS. nIHDagq.
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Yes. I need a bed. To the right.

Qapla'. nIHDaq yljaH! puchpa' poSDagq.

Success. Go to the right! The washroom is to the left.

nugDaq mebpa'? yaS pa' vineH.

Where is the hotel? I want the officers' quarters.

pa'. mebpa'Daq maQong. yaS SoH'a'?

There. We sleep at the hotel. Are you an officer?

Qaq. ghobe'. SuvwI' jTH. 'ach yaS pa'
vineH!

No. I am a warrior. But I want the officers'

quarters!

/£ Key Phrases — Gravaj Hol

| want a room pa' vineH. pa' vi-neH
How many rooms? pa' ‘ar DaneH? pa' ‘ar Da-neH ‘ar as in Chapter 3
| sleep three nights wej ram jlQong. wej ram ji-Qong number + noun

. _ , -nlS "need" on the
| need a bed QongDaq vighajnlS. Qong-Dagq vi-ghaj-nlS X
ver
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Where is the door? lojmit nugDaq? loj-mit nug-Daq

We sleep at the mebpa’'Daq meb-pa'-Daq ma-
place + -Dag
hotel maQong. Qong

| do not need a . : .
pa' vighajniSbe'. pa' vi-ghaj-niS-be' -be' after -nlS
room

Qong (sleep)
ghaj (have) + object

neH (want) + object

"

pa' "room" joins another noun to name a kind of room: yaS pa' "officers' quarters" (officer + room),
puchpa' "washroom", mebpa' "hotel" (a room-for-strangers word), SopmeH pa' "dining room"
(Sop "eat" + -meH "for the purpose of"; Klingon Grammar 1, Chapter 9). That last one answers a

question from Chapter 8: it is the nearest thing to a "feast hall" I found.

The suffix -nIS "need" goes on the verb: vighajnIS "I need to have it". Put -be' after it for "do not
need": vighajnISbe'. It is the only way to say "need" in this chapter, and it is suffix group 2, so it

comes before -be' and before any question suffix.

MR Vocabulary — Vortaro
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Pa

lojmlt

QongDaq
mebpa’

yaS pa'
SopmeH pa'
puchpa’
Qong

ghaj

neH

-nlS

pa’

loj-mlt

Qong-Dagqg

meb-pa'

yas pa'

Sop-meH pa'

puch-pa'

Qong

ghaj

neH

-nlS

door, gate

bed

hotel

officers' quarters

dining room

washroom

sleep

have

want

need (suffix)

night

day

where

at, to (suffix)

how many

be good

not (suffix)

yes
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Quarters follow rank. A warrior who asks for the officers' quarters has to be ready to defend the
request, in the Klingon way. A visitor with no standing is lucky to get a room at all, and even more

lucky if the bed is the right length.

B Reading — LaD

wa' pa' vineH. wej ram jIQong. QongDaq vIghajnIS. lojmIt nTHDaq. QaQ!

I want one room. I sleep three nights. I need a bed. The door is to the right. Good!

(a) False: wa' pa’' is one room. (b) True. (c) True: QongDaq vIighajnIS. (d) False:
nlHDaq is right.

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. Say "I want a room" and "I need a bed".

pa' vineH. - QongDaq vIighajnIS.

2. Say "I sleep two nights" and ask someone how many nights they sleep.
cha' ram jIQong. - ram 'ar bIQong?
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3. Ask where the door is and where the hotel is.

lojmIt nugDaq? - nuqDaq mebpa'?

4. Say "I do not need a room".

pa' vighajnISbe'.

5. Say "we sleep at the hotel".

mebpa'Daq maQong.

6. Use -meH to name a "dining room" (Sop + -meH + pa’).

SopmeH pa'

Travel: ships, docks and tickets, -pa' and -DI' clauses in use, and the Course Complete recap.
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# Travel: Ships, Docks & Tickets — Duj

nuqDaq bljaH? Duj mej'a'?
Where do you go? Does the ship leave?

Qo'noSDaq jIjaH. HIja'. wa'leS Duj me;j.

I go to Kronos. Yes. Tomorrow the ship leaves.

Qapla'! tera' rep 'ar?
p P

Success! At what hour?

tera' rep jav.
At hour 6.

Duj vipaw. Qo'noS vipawDI', Soj vISop.

I arrive at the ship. When I arrive at Kronos, I eat.

majQa'. pa' Duj. So0j? QaQ!
Well done. The ship is there. Food? Good!
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Qapla'.

Success.

'Tw HIq vItlhutlh.

I drink bloodwine.

DujDaq jljaHpa', pa' vIQong. wa'leS jIleng. maj ram.

Before I go to the ship, I sleep there. Tomorrow I travel. Good night.

ram 'ar bIQong? Qapla'! Heghlu'meH QaQ jajvam.

How many nights do you sleep? Success! Today is a good day to die.

cha' ram jIQong. majQa’.

I sleep two nights. Well done.

/£ Key Phrases — Gravaj Hol

Where do you go?

I go to Kronos

The ship leaves

| arrive at the ship

When | arrive ...

Before l go ...

Tomorrow | travel

nugDaq bljaH?

Qo'noSDaq jljaH.

Duj mej.

Duj vipaw.

vipawDlI' ...

jljaHpa' ...

wa'leS jlleng.

nuqg-Dagq bi-jaH

Qo'-noS-Dagq ji-jaH

Duj mej

Duj vi-paw

vi-paw-DI'

Ji-jaH-pa'

wa'-leS ji-leng
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the place arrived at is the object
-DI' "when", last on the verb

-pa' "before"

time word first




jaH (go)

leng (travel)

paw (arrive at it)

Both suffixes are group 9, so they come last on the verb. vipawDI' "when I arrive" starts the
sentence and the main clause follows after a comma: Qo'noS vipawDI', Soj vISop. The same
applies to -pa' "before". Klingon has no tense, so the order of the clauses and the time words show

when things happen.

88 Vocabulary — Vortaro

go

travel

arrive at

leave, depart

proceed, approach

when (suffix)

before (suffix)

Klingon Basic Conversation 1 - Page 74




to, at (suffix)
where
tomorrow
yesterday
today
hour
Kronos
pa’ pa' there
naDev na-Dev here
majQa’ maj-Qa' well done
Qapla’ Qap-la’ success

maj ram maj ram good night

A Klingon does not talk about "getting there". Departure is a vow and arrival is a result: Qapla'! is

said both ways. If a ship leaves, the crew expects to come back with a story, or not at all.

B Reading — LaD

wa'leS Duj mej. Qo'noSDagq jIjaH. Qo'noS vipawDI', 'Tw HIq vItlhutlh. Qapla'!

Tomorrow the ship leaves. I go to Kronos. When I arrive at Kronos, I drink bloodwine. Success!
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(a) False: wa'leS is tomorrow. (b) True. (¢) False: 'Tw HIq is bloodwine. (d) True:

Qapla"!

# Try It Yourself — Ekzercoj

1. Ask where someone goes, and say you go to Kronos.

nuqDaq bIjaH? - Qo'noSDaq jIjaH.

2, Say "the ship leaves tomorrow at hour 6".

wa'leS tera' rep jav Duj mej.

3. Say "when I arrive at the ship, I sleep".

Duj vipawDI', jIQong.

4. Say "before I go to Kronos, I eat".

Qo'moSDagq jIjaHpa', Soj viSop.

5. Say "we travel tomorrow".
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wa'leS maleng.

6. Say goodbye the Klingon way (use two phrases from Chapter 1).

Qapla'! - Heghlu'meH QaQ jajvam.

#: Course Complete — Qapla'!

1 Greetings & Farewells say nuqneH, Qapla‘, majQa’, yes and no
2 Introducing Yourself give a name and say what you are with noun + pronoun
3 Numbers, Age & Counting count, and tell your age with ben

4 Where You're From use -Daq and -vo'

5 Family & House name relatives with -wl' and -II'

6 Your Work name roles with -wl'

7 Days, Dates & Telling the Time say today, tomorrow, and the hour

8 Food & Drink want, eat and drink, and command

9 Trade & Prices buy, sell, ask the price

10 Directions ask and give directions

11 Quarters & Lodging ask for a room and say what you need

12 Travel go, arrive, leave and link two clauses
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The next course builds on this one with longer conversations, more vocabulary (engineer, healer,

clerk, days of the week, a ticket office) and the full question words. Take your Qapla' with you.
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