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% ExtendedSoundsI— 77 7«4 7x 74#and J+r JXI
J %

@ The Extra Foreign Sounds — 5pEE

J 7 fa

"fa" as in father

7 +small 7 77\/fan

A i

“fi" as in fit

7 + small « [ 4 JU L\ fiim

7 L fe 7 +small T 7 T U — ferry

"fe" as in fed

77_|'fo

"fo" as in fork

7 + small # 77_]'—7f0r|<

T A wi

"wi" as in wit

2 + small « ' 4 AF— whisky
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I7:|:we

"we" as in wet

~J +small lj T 7 sl

7 # wo

"wo" as in wall

™~ + small #+ '77_|'_awalk

The small vowel replaces the vowel of the character before it: 7 (fu) + 7 (small a) = 7 7 (fa).

Likewise W (u) + o (small i) = 7« (wi). Size matters here too: 7 (one beat, wi) is not the same
as 7 (two beats, u-1).

The Japanese f is the soft one you learned with 7: lips close together with air blown gently, not the

English teeth-on-lip. So ~7 77 sounds like a softer cousin of "fa". It is understood either way, so use

whichever is easier.

M Read It — New Words

fan (a supporter)
file
famiri family

fasshon fashion
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fork

i film
firumu
(photographic)

ferry
the web; website
wisukl whisky

walk (in walking)

7 7 £ L R is short for family restaurant, a chain restaurant with a big picture menu, and one of
the easiest places to eat in Japan. As for whisky, you will see both 7 ¢ X & — (the newer spelling)
and 7 X% — (the older, without the small -r ): both mean whisky. Different eras of katakana,

same word.

9: = 1 (chocolate) - —_a1—R (news) - X — 11— (menu) - U avyy 7 (rucksack) -

i to i R 9 — (computer) - =a1— \\/\\ v 7 (music).

# Try It Yourself — A LS

1. What does the small vowel in ./ 77 do?
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It replaces the vowel of 7: 7 (fu) + 7 = 7 7 (fa), one beat.

2. Read aloud and translate: J 77 /- J 7 1)L.7 Vi =1)—

fan (fan) - fairu (file) - famiri (family)

3. Read aloud and translate: J 4 — 7 A L. Tx!)—

foku (fork) - firumu (film) - feri (ferry)

4. Read aloud and translate: '7 I 7 . '7 1 A x—. '7 F— 7

webu (web) - wisuki (whisky) - woku (walk)

5. What is the difference between rj - and '7 ’1’ ?

7 « is one beat (wi); 7 - is two beats (u-1). The size of the small - decides.

6. Write in katakana: fan - foku - webu (check the small characters).

TJ7> . JA4—0 .97

More extended sounds: 7« 741 b K, &1 &1 F 1 and the V sounds (). You'll be able to
read /V— 7 — (party), 7 7— (dinner), 1 v Z (check) and =7/ 777 1) > (violin).
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