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¢ Small v — The Silent Beat in Katakana

il Small v — {85

(pause)

a silent beat: hold your mouth closed for one beat, then release the next consonant

Memory hook: the same shape as */, shrunk to half size, like a tiny tsu that has lost its voice. A full beat, so N\
w R has three beats.

AW | (bed) has three beats: be - (pause) - do. In English it's one syllable, but in Japanese you give
the silent beat its own tap. Say it three times, tapping the table: be-(d)-do.

In native Japanese words, small - appears only before k, s, t, p. But loanwords can double d, g, b

too: N K (beddo, bed), /V'w 2" (baggu, bag). So you will see v before the characters you learned
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in Chapters 1 to 4 of this course.

v is the small version of */. Always check the size and position: small and low to the right is the
pause; full size is tsu. It is also easy to mix up with 2/ and ¥/ at small sizes, so remember the

strokes: 'Y has its dots standing upright, < has them lying sideways.

M Read It — New Words

soccer; football

cup; glass

hot (drink)

the net; the internet

daietto diet; weight-loss

chiketto

kitchin kitchen

poketto pocket

baggu bag
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F 7w b (ticket) turns up at stations, cinemas and theme parks, and 75 k is on every café menu:
A k J— E—is hot coffee, and the opposite is 777" X (iced). Two small words that you'll see on

almost every trip.

/\O\/ (bread)-/\O\/(pen)- 87/ (piano) - j_jlx(pool)- Z_/\o_

(supermarket) - to-U- (pizza).

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. What does the small *V do?

It adds a one-beat silent pause and doubles the following consonant.

. W W
2. How many beats are in 7\ 'Y |~ ?

Three: be - (pause) - do.

3. Read aloud and translate: 7 71— . Jw 7. Ry bk

sakka (soccer) - koppu (cup) - hotto (hot)

4. Read aloud and translate: FTrvhk. . *FyvF>. ox WAl
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chiketto (ticket) - kitchin (kitchen) - poketto (pocket)

5. What is the new thing about */ in katakana compared with hiragana?

It can appear before voiced consonants like d and g (N K, /N« %), not justk, s, t and p.

6. Write in katakana: beddo - sakka - baggu (check the small ).

Ry R . Hwh— Nvs

The combined sounds begin in katakana: ¥ a2 3, % a ¥gand ¥ P2 2 3. You'll
be able to read =z —X (juice), >+ (shirt), = 3 v Z(shop) and F + > 7 (camp).
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