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@ The Dakutenonthe TRow — 4% ¥V 7 K

4 Five New Characters — 4 Y 5 R
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da

like "da" in dad, with a d
("dah")

Memory hook: a dancer in
mid-twirl: % with two marks.

Hiragana twin: 72.

de

like "de" in desk ("deh")

Memory hook: a dentist's tool
and its two cotton balls: 7
with two marks. Hiragana twin:

sounds exactly like < (“jee")

Memory hook: a secret twin
of 2 F with two marks. Very

rare. Hiragana twin: 5.

do

like "do" in dome, short
("doh")

Memory hook: a door with

two hinges: & with two marks.

Hiragana twin: &.

ZU

sounds exactly like X ("zoo")

Memory hook: a secret twin
of X: 'Y with two marks. Very

rare. Hiragana twin: 2.

As in hiragana, F is pronounced ji and *J is pronounced zu, the same as < and X. In katakana

loanwords you'll almost always see ¥ and X instead, so learn to recognise F and ‘Y and don't

worry about writing them.

4 is X with marks, 7 is 7 with marks and F is b with marks. Remember the earlier warnings: %

has three strokes and looks like 27; 7 has two bars; b is a simple post with an arm. The marks at

the top right are the only addition.

M Read It — New Words
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date (romantic)

dorama drama; TV drama

daiya diamond; train timetable

dollar

design

dokuta doctor

rajio

A A ¥ is a diamond, but in Japan it also means a train timetable, from the English diagram.
When the news says that trains are running late, it may say &7 2" #/=#1 TV E 9 ("the

timetable is disrupted"). It's a good word to hear before your first trip.

F ¥ means any TV drama series, a huge genre in Japan, and I JL is the word for the US dollar

(exchange-rate boards in airports use it). Two small words, a lot of real-life use.
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‘B\ . (zero) - \\/\\A (gym) - 9 - \/Z\ (jeans) - -'j- ’f Z\ (size) - jj\ L — \\/\\ (garage) -
1) — Geny).

# Try It Yourself — A LS

1. Read aloud: 9 - 7__ . "\

2. Read aloud and translate: |‘ ). 7—__ I‘ . ﬁ R

doa (door) - deto (date) - dansu (dance)

3. Read aloud and translate: > FJL. 7'_ &

dorama (drama) - doru (dollar) - deta (data)

4. Read aloud and translate: 7_-"7“'1’ P 7& — . STF

dezain (design) - dokuta (doctor) - rajio (radio)

N AW ¥
5. How are F and *V/ pronounced, and how common are they?
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ji and zu, the same as & and X. They are very rare in katakana.

6. Write in katakana: doa - dansu - deta (check the stroke order).

R7 AVR. F—4

The dakuten on the H row: /\ E 7' A 7K (ba bi bu be bo). You'll be able to read £'—/L (beer), /V.X
(bus), #~—/L (ball) and X7+~ (trousers).
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