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% Extended SoundsIl — 7« 71 >z T Fx J

® More Extended Sounds — 9MES

T A i

"ti" as in tea

—_ . o —
T+sma||'f /\—T/r—party

T di

"di" as in dip

7 + small « i T A T — dinner

I\'jtu

"tu" as in to

~ +small & I\ rJ — (rare) two

I‘\\'jdu

"du" as in do

K + small

¢/I she

>~ +small =

"she" as in shell
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AN

Y/ I je

"je" as in jet

W . AN
>~ +small T \/I \y I\jet

9: L che F + small T '9:' T \‘/ 7 check

"che" as in check

'_7 . ) '7‘ Vi ’f 7.1_ U \/ violin

"v", a voiced 7

The plain Japanese 7 is te, not ti. Since English has the "ti" of tea and party, katakana made a new
character, 7, by attaching a small - . The same thing happened for 7« (di), & T (she), ¥ T (je)
and F x (che). Before these existed, party was written /V'— 7~ — (pate); you may still see older

spellings like that.

rJ is 7 with the dakuten, and it stands for the English v: =7 7777 1J > (violin). In practice most
Japanese writers use /\ E 7' AR K instead (/-7 1) >, E'77), so J is mainly seen in names,

brand names and some game and anime titles. Learn to recognise it; you rarely need to write it.

M Read It — New Words

party

tea (as in tea

bag)
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TAYa

—

T’( j—— dinner

T4 R 7 disuku disc; disk

F T W 7 chekku check; checking

chenji change

jetto jet

vaiorin violin

On Japanese streets, people hand out free pocket packs of 77« v & a (tissues) with adverts inside,
a long-standing form of advertising: ¥ k7 w2 2. And a T4 F— is dinner on a menu, as

= > Fislunch: 7+ #—1 v K is a set dinner.

TJ7> ¢ 271 e 7 72— amiy). 7 F—2 (forly-"J T
7 (web)- T A A — (whisky).

# Try It Yourself — AL ® S
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1. What does the small - in T~ do?

It changes the vowel of 7: 7 (te) + + = 7 (ti), one beat.

2. Read aloud and translate: /\0_7_"( - . 7__’]’ - 7__’1' v ¢/ i

pati (party) - t1 (tea) - tisshu (tissue)

3. Read aloud and translate: TATF— TA4RI . FTwvy

dina (dinner) - disuku (disc) - chekku (check)

AN ~

4. Read aloud and translate: Froo. .oV .oT vk

chenji (change) - shea (share) - jetto (jet)

5. What sound does '7 stand for, and how is it usually written instead?

The V sound. It is usually replaced by /\ E 7 X 7R (e.g. /N1 A1 ).

6. Write in katakana: pati - dina - chekku (check the small characters).

—

N—=—TFTA— Ta4F— FTvJ

Katakana in real life: menus, brand names, shop signs and, the fun part, writing your own

name (7 «r ') v 7f) and places that matter to you (I =°>/VZ, Edinburgh, and /\ >4 —,
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