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¢ The Dakutenonthe KRow— A ¥ 45 4 3

4 Five New Characters — H ¥ J &5 3
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ga gi gu
like "ga" in gas ("gah") like "gee" in geese, short like "goo" in goose ("goo")

("gee”)

Memory hook: a gas flame: 7 Memory hook: a goose's beak
with two sparks. Hiragana twin: Memory hook: a guitar with and two eyes: 7 with two
. its strings: & with two dots. dots. Hiragana twin: <.

Hiragana twin: &.

ge go

like "ge" in get ("geh") like "go" in go, short ("goh")

Memory hook: a gecko's tail Memory hook: a goal with
and two spots: 7 with two two balls: 3 with two dots.

dots. Hiragana twin: (7. Hiragana twin: C.

Just as in hiragana, g is always the hard sound of go and get, never the soft sound of giant. So F'is

"gee", and F 7 K~ is gi-fu-to, with a hard g.

The dakuten ™ is two tiny strokes at the top right corner of a character. Don't mistake it for the
dots of 2/, ¥/ or ¥/, which are strokes of those characters themselves. If a character has two small

marks in the top right corner, it is a voiced character.

M Read It — New Words
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gurasu glass (a drinking glass)

gorufu golf

goal

chewing gum

gesuto guest

gorira gorilla

gifuto gift

%=L is not only for screens: it also means any game, including board games and sports games.

Japan's video-game culture is why the word appears on so many shop fronts, so it is a very useful

one to recognise. And in a football or baseball broadcast, 3=JL is shouted just as in English.

Notice how English consonant clusters get vowels inserted: glass becomes gu-ra-su, golf becomes
go-ru-fu and gift becomes gi-fu-to. You met this in Katakana 1, and it is the same here: Japanese

needs a vowel after every consonant.
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11— t — (coffee) - 7’( Z (ice) - 7__ — Z (tennis) - jj >( 3 (camera) - /_.l_\ 7__“/

(hotel) - 7>( U j] (America).

# Try It Yourself — A LS

1. Read aloud: j] . :\i . 7 . '7— . :|

ga-gi-gu-ge-go

2. Read aloud and translate: '7_ —.LA . #& _ . jJZ

gemu (game) - gita (guitar) - gasu (gas)

3. Read aloud and translate: :U L7 . :l_ L. :| )=

gorufu (golf) - goru (goal) - gorira (gorilla)

4. Read aloud and translate: 7 X /TZ . ﬂ—\’ 7k

gurasu (glass) - gesuto (guest) - gifuto (gift)

5. What does the dakuten do to jj , and what is the result?
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It voices the consonant: k — g, so 77 (ka) becomes 4 (ga).

6. Write in katakana: gemu - gorufu - gita (check the stroke order).

JF—L - dILT FH—

The dakuten on the S row: ¥ & X ¥ ¥ (zaji zu ze zo0). You'll be able to read +'[J (zero), =4
(gym) and X7 (trousers).
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