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s The T Row Begins — % F %Y

4 Your Three New Characters — % F *J

ta

like "ta" in taco ("tah")

Memory hook: a table seen
from the side: a slanted top, a
leg and a support. Hiragana

twin: 7c.

chi
like "chee" in cheese, short

("chee")

Memory hook: a child's
swing: a bar across the top and
a rope hanging down with a

bend. Hiragana twin: 5.
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tsu

like the "tsu" of tsunami

("tsoo")

Memory hook: a tsunami:
three drops of spray falling
down from a wave. Hiragana

twin: D.
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A The Big One: < versus */

nearly horizontal, lying sweeps up from

down like sideways eyes the bottom left

more vertical, standing sweeps down

upright from the top

a crying she, tears

falling sideways

a tsunami, spray

falling down

') also resembles ¥/ (so0), which you met last chapter: ¥ has only two strokes and *” has three.
And % (ta) looks like 4 (ku) with an extra stroke inside: X has three strokes, 2 has two. When you

read, don't judge a character in isolation: the whole word usually tells you which one it must be.

M Read It — Real Words

takushi

Thailand; tie

takosu
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cheek (blusher); teak

tsuta (drill)

English has the sound "ts" at the end of words like suits and cats, but Japanese has no way to stop
on a consonant, so it adds a vowel: suit becomes sti-tsu. Look at &7 too: it's both "Thailand" and

"tie", and only the context tells you which is meant.

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. Read aloud: Q . 9: . ‘\/

ta - chi- tsu

2. Read aloud and translate: g 7 ‘\/ —.Y ) —

takushi (taxi) - tsua (tour)

3. Read aloud and translate: A=Y & AR .7—F

sutsu (suit) - takosu (tacos) - achi (arch)

4. How do you tell >/ from *J?
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> : short strokes lying sideways, long stroke sweeping up. *”: short strokes upright, long

stroke sweeping down.

5. How many strokes do Vi , </ and 'Y have?

Y has two; > and '/ each have three.

6. Write in katakana: takushi - tsua - sutsu (check the stroke order).

RO — )T — . R—=Y

Two more T sounds: 7 (te) and b (to), completing the T row. You'll read 7 X F (test), T— ~
(coat), ~—X F (toast) and X % — K (start).

Katakana - Katakana 1 - Chapter 7 - Ta Chi Tsu - Page 5 of 5




