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4 Finishing the S Row — £ V

# Your Two New Characters — t ¥V

se SO

like "se" in set ("seh") like "so" in sorry, short ("soh")

Memory hook: a seat with a high back: a long Memory hook: a sewing needle and its thread: a
seat running across and a tall back at the right. long needle slanting down, and a tiny dot of

Hiragana twin: &. thread at the top. Hiragana twin: €.

8 The Complete S Row

Katakana - Katakana 1 - Chapter 6 - Se So - Page 2 of 5



file:///C:/japan/japanese-language/reference-materials/katakana/katakana_%E3%82%BB/
file:///C:/japan/japanese-language/reference-materials/katakana/katakana_%E3%82%BD/

%/ (so) has two strokes, a short dot at the top and a long stroke slanting down, so it is different
from < (shi), which has three: always count the strokes. There's also > (n), which you'll meet in
Chapter 18: the two characters are very close, and the usual trick is that ¥/'s long stroke goes down

from the top while >/'s long stroke sweeps up from the bottom.

M Read It — Five Real Words (and Two Drills)

saucer

seesaw

Arthur (a name)

(drill)

(drill)

Katakana words carry the English word's sound, not its spelling: score becomes su-ko-a (the "r"

n_n

disappears and the "s" gets an extra vowel), and sauce becomes so-su. When a katakana word
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doesn't look like English, try saying it in a flat Japanese accent first.

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1.Readaloud:’|z N -U_“\/Z

se-so-sa-shi-su

2. Read aloud and translate: \/ —X. \/ _-U- -

sosu (sauce) - sosa (saucer)

3. Read aloud and translate: == X7

shiso (seesaw) - sukoa (score)

4. How many strokes does Vi have, and how many does > have?

Y/ has two; < has three.

5. How many beats are in =Y —

Four: & - — - ¥ - — (shi-i-s0-0).

6. Write in katakana: sosu - sukoa - shiso (check the stroke order).
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The T row begins: ® F */ (ta, chi, tsu). You'll read % 2 > — (taxi), % (Thailand) and ¥ 77—
(tour), and we'll finally deal with ' against < properly.
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