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4 The S Row Begins — 3 & X

# Your Three New Characters — 1 & X

Sa

like "sa" in safari ("sah")

Memory hook: a sailboat: a
mast with a crossbar, and the
sail line beside it. Hiragana

twin: &.

shi

like "she", short ("shee")

Memory hook: a she crying:
two tears falling sideways and
a long swoop for her hair.

Hiragana twin: L.
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su

like "su" in suit, relaxed

("so0")

Memory hook: a superhero's
cape: a short bar for the
shoulders and a long swoop
flapping behind. Hiragana
twin: 9.
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You'll meet *Y/ (tsu) in Chapter 7, and it looks very like </. The usual trick: in & the two short
strokes are lying down, nearly horizontal like sideways eyes (and the long stroke sweeps up), while
in */ the short strokes stand upright (and the long stroke sweeps down). Keep that picture in mind:

we'll practise it properly in Chapter 7.

M Read It — Nine Real Words

ice; ice cream

ski; skiing

Switzerland

sky

course

circus

English has many S sounds that Japanese bends into su. In X F— and X 771 the English word
starts with a bare "s" (ski, sky), but Japanese needs a vowel after every consonant, so it adds su: su-

ki, su-kai. Whenever an English word has a lonely consonant, expect an extra vowel.
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# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. Read aloud: -Ij- . ‘) - A

sa - shi-su

2. Read aloud and translate: 7’( AR iF —. A jj ’I’

aisu (ice) - suki (ski) - sukai (sky)

3. Read aloud and translate: A *l’ A # A. A=K

suisu (Switzerland) - kisu (kiss) - kosu (course)

4. Why does Japanese write ski as X+ — (su-ki-i)?

n.n

Japanese syllables need a vowel after each consonant, so the English "s" gets an extra su,

and — stretches the final vowel.

5. How many beats are in T—hH R

Four: tf - — - 73 - X (sa-a-ka-su).

6. Write in katakana: aisu - suisu - sakasu (check the stroke order).
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TARAAR . F—hHR

Two more S sounds: 1 (se) and ¥/ (so). You'll be able to read ¥ —X (sauce) and >— Y —

(seesaw). Watch out for the look-alike pair ¥/ and >/, which you'll meet again in Chapter 18.
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