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£ Completing the Vowels — I & #F

# Your Next Two Characters — L 7

e o

like the "e" in bed ("eh") like the "0" in more, but short ("oh")

Memory hook: an elevator shaft: a top floor, a Memory hook: an oar leaning on a post: a long
bottom floor and the pole between them. shaft with a blade. Hiragana twin: &.

Hiragana twin: Z..

T looks almost identical to the kanji L (ko, "craft, work"), and that is where it comes from:
katakana were made by taking a piece of a kanji. You can't confuse them for long, because the kanji

appears inside ordinary Japanese text and the katakana inside loanwords, but it is a useful clue that

katakana shapes are simplified bits of kanji.

8 The Complete Vowel Row — 85
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M Read It — Your First Katakana Word

(drill)

(drill)

(drill)

(drill)

(drill)
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n_n

I 771is "air", but notice that Japanese has no "r" at the end of a syllable and no gliding "ay" sound,
so the word is bent into two clean beats: e-a. This is the secret of katakana: the foreign word is re-
spelled with Japanese sounds. When you can't recognise a word at first, say it out loud in a

Japanese accent: the English often pops out.

# Try It Yourself — AL ® S

1. Which sound does - make, and which does 7_|_ make?

_I = e (”ehﬂ); Z— = O ("Oh").

2. Say the five katakana vowels in order: 74 OILA

3. Match each hiragana to its katakana twin: X, $.

AT -B-F

4. Read aloud and translate: L )’
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5. Read aloud: VL. OL.T7HA

ae - ue - aol

6. Write in katakana: ea - oa - aoi (check the stroke order).

I7 X7 . 734

The first consonant row: 3 & 2 (ka, ki, ku). You'll also meet the long-vowel mark —, which

katakana uses constantly, and read — (key) and /7 — (car).
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