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v The Last Three — 7 7 »

# Your Three New Characters — 7 7

Wwa

like "wa" in water ("wah")

Memory hook: a water
bucket: the hat of 7 taken off,
leaving just the bucket.

Hiragana twin: 1.

wWo

pronounced just o ("oh"), the

same as A

Memory hook: a wobbly 3:
three bars with a slash through
them. Rare: see below.

Hiragana twin: Z.

n

a nasal "n" that takes a full

beat on its own

Memory hook: a nod: a tiny
mark on the left and a long

nod upward. Hiragana twin: A.

wo (pronounced 0)
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In hiragana, % is everywhere, because it marks the object of a sentence. Its katakana twin 7 is very
rarely seen: katakana is mostly for single words, not sentences, so it has no grammar job. You may
meet it in stylised writing, for example = % 2, a playful spelling of otaku. Learn to recognise it, but

don't worry about writing it.

~ is a syllable by itself: it takes one full beat, never starts a word, and its sound shifts slightly with
what follows (like the n in ten, the m in ham or the ng in sing). Count it: 7-1" >~ is wa-i-n, three

beats; Z — X > is ra-a-me-n, four beats.

A The Last Look-Alike: %/ versus >/

a dot at the top, more upright starts at the top and runs down

a dot at the left, more sideways starts at the bottom and sweeps up

7 (wa) has an extra short stroke at the left; 7 (u) has a tick on top; 7 (fu) has neither. With this,

all the look-alike pairs of katakana 1 are covered.

M Read It — Real Words
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resutoran restaurant

sign; autograph

Hawaii

Furansu France

wanwan woof woof

ranchi

line (LINE chat app)

Look at =7 > it's both the English line and the name of Japan's most popular chat app, LINE.
And 7 >'7 >/ the dog's bark from Chapter 1, now reads as wa-n-wa-n. You can read the sample

sentence from Chapter 1 too: the katakana part, 77— & —, is yours.

# Try It Yourself — A LS
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1. Read aloud: "J - 7 . >

wa - wo (pronounced o) - n

2. Read aloud and translate: 7./ ’( . 5 - X . L s

wain (wine) - ramen (ramen) - remon (lemon)

3. Read aloud and translate: L Xk Z . -U' =

resutoran (restaurant) - sain (sign) - hinto (hint)

4. Read aloud and translate: AN ’I’ DI R . TF

Hawai (Hawaii) - Furansu (France) - ranchi (lunch)

5. How can you tell Y/ from >/?

Y/ : the long stroke runs down from the top. >: the long stroke sweeps up from the

bottom.

6. Write in katakana: wain - ramen - remon (check the stroke order).

T4 =X . LEY

vy Course Complete — EHTE S !
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You can now what katakana is for, and read

Meet Katakana: 7 -1

the first three characters.
T 7_|‘ You can now read all five vowels.

You can now read the K row start and

stretch vowels with —.

You can now finish the K row: 4 —=, 11

7.

You can now start the S row: 771 X, X ¥ —.

You can now finish the S row: ¥V —X, > —
y) —.

You can now tell & from VV: X0 > —, Y7

You can now finish the Trow: 7 X &, b—
A b.

You can now start the N row: Y7+, 7= X.

You can now finish the N row: / — &, %%
2.

You can now startthe Hrow: d—k—, =1
7.

You can now finish the H row: N\N77, IR—X.

You can now start the M row: ¥ X7, <1
7
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You can now finish the M row: 7= X, X&

>

You can now read the Y row: 27V, 3—3

You can now start the R row: 1 X, 77X 1)

7.

You can now finish the Rrow: AL —, b1
L.

You can now read 71 >, 7 —X > and the

rest.

Not yet covered, and the subject of Katakana 2: the voiced marks® and® (7 /N E X ..)that

giveyou E—JL, 7L E and X —/\—; the small ¥; combined sounds such as & + and < z2; and

the extra foreign sounds like 7« and 7 77. After that you can start on the Japanese Basic

Conversation courses with a full set of kana behind you.

Katakana - Katakana 1 - Chapter 18 - Wa Wo N - Page 7 of 7




