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v+t The R Row Begins — 5 J JL

# Your Three New Characters — 5 J JL

ra ru

a quick tap of the tongue, the same tap, then "ee" the same tap, then "0o0"

between English "r", "I" and
Ildll’ then llahll

Memory hook: two river Memory hook: a runner's
banks: a short bank on the left legs: one leg straight, one leg
Memory hook: a ramp: a and a longer one curving on flicking out as it runs. Hiragana
short bar on top and a long the right. Hiragana twin: D. twin: 3.
slope running down to the left.

Hiragana twin: 5.
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The Japanese r is a single quick tap of the tip of the tongue just behind the upper teeth, a sound
somewhere between English "r", "l" and "d". Japanese has no separate "l", so English words with an
[ use the R row too: 7~7/L (ho-te-ru, hotel), < /L2 (mi-ru-ku, milk) and /L —/L (ru-u-ru, rule).

Don't roll or curl your tongue: just tap.

1) (ri) is two upright strokes: a short one on the left and a long one on the right. The slanting
characters ¥/, >, & and */ lean over, so if the strokes stand up, it's 'J. And watch for JL (ru)

against b (re), which you'll meet in the next chapter.

M Read It — Real Words

AXZ camera
X7 Amerika America
)ILY

T hoteru

L=l

1527 ftaria

7717 Afurika
IT—XAEZU7 Osutoraria  Australia

7’( Z 7 U _-[A aisukurimu ice cream
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risuto

terasu terrace

Notice how country names look in katakana: XU 4, 7% 17, 771 Zand 77— ~Z 1 7 all
end in a vowel because the Japanese syllable always does. Names of most countries outside East

Asia are written in katakana, so this chapter alone lets you read a good part of a world map.

# Try It Yourself — A L® S

1. Read aloud: 5 . U b

ra-ri-ru

2. Read aloud and translate: jj X 3 . S “/7 . /_.|_\7__}l/

kamera (camera) - miruku (milk) - hoteru (hotel)

3. Read aloud and translate: 7 X1) 73 . ’l’ﬁ )77.71) j]
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Amerika (America) - Itaria (Italy) - Afurika (Africa)

4. Read aloud and translate: F—AZV7. 74 27 ) — L

Osutoraria (Australia) - aisukurimu (ice cream)

5. Why does Japanese write the English [/ in hotel with the R row?

Japanese has no separate "l" sound: the R row, a quick tongue tap, covers both English r
and 1.

6. Write in katakana: kamera - hoteru - koara (check the stroke order).

AXZ . R 7TIL.- AT 2

Two more R sounds: b (re) and O (ro), completing the R row. You'll read 77 L — (curry), ~-7 L
(toilet), 7= 77 (Russia) and £—L7— (hero).

Katakana - Katakana 1 - Chapter 16 - Ra Ri Ru - Page 5 of 5




