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£ Talking About Your Family — '€ <

TEOREVBVETH,
CHELIE BAICATI DS
Do you have brothers or sisters?

How many people are in your family?

IV, BICHVDED WET,
CICATY, BHE L HICK

WEHS ¥, ZAHS b1-LTE, Yes, I have one older brother.

BICVLWTST AT EWVWSDTIH,

Five. My father, mother, older brother,

younger sister, and me.
How old is your brother?

CAL®2TWVTY,

He's thirty.

EEOREVD VETH,
TEBHTAD EDH AL EITA

Do you have brothers or sisters?
: ETIDY
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WWZ, DED>CTY,

No, I'm an only child.

€5 TIh%

I see.

I HELD ELL T,

This is my family.

POV VWHSETATI R,

What a cute younger sister.

HONESTTVET, LWbD Ll
CLev>ZTWVWTT,

Thank you. My sister is fifteen.

Tanaka-san, is your mother well?

XV, 1 EEFH B55H IFAT T,

Yes, my mother and father are both well.

ZNUE D207 T

That's good to hear.

Ry R WET DY

Do you have a pet?

IFL BIH VWET,

Yes, I have a cat.

MHULLWT I 1,

How cute.

£ Your Family and Other People's — 55 ¥& €&

Japanese Lesson - Basic Conversation 1 - Chapter 5 - Talking About Your Family - Page 3 of 10




father

parents

older brother

older sister

younger brother

younger sister

siblings

grandmother

grandfather

husband

=S
haha

55
chichi

D&SLA

ryoshin
HIC
anit

H1

Hrok

ototo

ARSEo R

imoto

T LDV
kyodai

I

sobo

% /3\
sofu
b
kodomo

ok

otto

OF-S

tsuma

BErHEA

okdsan

BEOZEA

otosan

h&SLA
goryoshin

HBICTWLWEA

oniisan

BRZATA

oneéesan

BLOSLTA

ototosan

Wb dA

imotosan

CE&LOEV
gokyodai

BEHETA

obdasan

BLWIEA

ojiisan

SC T A

okosan

CLwlCA
goshujin

HLTA

okusan

Japanese Lesson - Basic Conversation 1 - Chapter 5 - Talking About Your Family - Page 4 of 10




< _he<

kazoku gokazoku

Speaking to other people about your own mother: (&(&. Asking about their mother: £H'% & A.
When you speak directly to your own mother at home, you can call her H'&% & A, since you

are addressing her. The humble words are for describing your family to an outsider.

# Counting People — ~ICA

oeb

hitori

special word

/S\ TC D

special word
futari

SHICh

sannin

number + /ICA

KICA

yonin

&, not KA
CICA
gonin

A< ICh

rokunin

BRIRICA/ LBICA

nananin / shichinin
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IEBICA

hachinin

TwOICA
kyanin
CowdIlcA

Jjanin

RAICA
how many? ¢ used to ask: ZZAICA TI D
nannin

Key Patterns — AT

NELIE ~ICATY < IE JICATTY,

kazoku wa ... nin desu Kazoku wa gonin desu.

My family is five people.

~HNWET HITH VWE T,

... ga imasu Ani ga imasu.

| have an older brother.

~H WEEA WHbS X LWEE A

... ga imasen Iméto wa imasen.

| don't have a younger sister.

vEb->CTY 0eh->ZTY,
hitorikko desu Hitorikko desu.

I'm an only child.

B Three More Verbs — 5 L

to be; to have (people, WEtA WL

animals) Imasen imashita
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HOET HOEEA HOELT

to be; to have (things) _ . .
arimasu arimasen arimashita

[ToZALZE [ToCALZEHE (ToCALFL
to get married (i 2 Z A9 B) g A Y fw

kekkon shimasu kekkon shimasen kekkon shimashita

Japanese has two verbs for "there is / T have". L& 7 is for people and animals (things that move),
and # D F£ 7 is for things. So & & 57=0)2" (V& 7 (siblings, people) but NX>7' % D ¥ 9 (a pen, a
thing). The particle 7% marks what exists.

M Vocabulary — C LV

kazoku family

gokazoku your family (polite)

ryoshin parents

haha my mother

chichi my father

okasan mother (yours; someone's)

father (yours; someone's)

my older brother

my older sister
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imoto

kyodai

hitorikko

kodomo

hitori

RV=i0) futari

ICA -nin

WXd imasu

Ry b+ petto

HH LY kawaii

my younger brother

my younger sister

brothers and sisters

only child

child; children

one person

two people

people (counter)

there is; to have (people)

pet

The two family-word sets reflect an idea that runs through Japanese: the inside group ( 5 5: you,

your family, your company) and the outside group (& &: everyone else). You lower your own side

and raise the other person's. It's why you say /&/E/F A & T 9 about your own mother but £72'%

SFAIE BIFA EF T 7 about theirs.

HICWTE A and 81 X T A aren't only for siblings: shop and restaurant staff use them to address a

young man or woman politely ("Excuse me, sir / miss"), and customers often call a young waiter &

/ICL) 3 A to get his attention. Likewise & U & A and H1EE A are used for middle-aged strangers,

though with care.
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For people, 4 is & Ic A, not & A /CA. If you can only remember two special cases, remember U &
D and 3+f= D : you'll use them constantly, for example when you reserve a table: .5\/= D T, "two

people".

3 (chichi, fu) is father, 8 (haha, bo) is mother and F (ko, shi) is child: the three kanji of the
family. In the word &£7'® & A they appear as 8 E A. Have a look at them:

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. Say "My mother is well."

XKL IFAET T,

2. Ask politely whether someone's father is well.

BEDETAIFBIFAZTTI DS

3. Say "I have an older brother" and "I'm an only child".

&‘!:b\\ L\gzj-o . Ut D OL:—C\_d_o

4. How do you ask "How many people are in your family?"

CHELIE BAICATI DY

5. Say "My family is four people" (careful with 4).
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M ELIE KICATT, (yonin, not yonnin)

6. Which verb do you use for "I have a cat", \NE ¢ or D & 9?2 Why?

LVE J, because a cat is an animal (something that moves).

Talking about your job: L Z &, DLW L %, ~T&f=5 LW TLVE 7 and the katakana job words (T >
D=7, % 7R— bk ...). Plus the little particle @, meaning "of".
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