Basic Conversation 1 - Chapter 4 -
Where You're From: Countries &
Nationalities
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T4y TIAIFTEELD D ETF
L/Tn:h\o

Philip, where do you come from?

AAYrZYRDOD T VINTHHE
3$ L/TCO

I come from Edinburgh, in Scotland.

FO5TIHe IDUNTIE VWL K
_ATI10

I see. Edinburgh is a nice place.

IEBDTAIKICIEALCATI DY,

® Where You're From — ECchbB I LD

T4 VY TEAFTAFIIXLAT
gh%

Philip, are you British?

IEW XAy S22 FLATY,

Yes, I'm Scottish.

NI —=CH HhD XTH,

Do you understand Hungarian?

IEWL 9L HHD F9o

Yes, a little.

HLICIF EBE5TIhS
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Tanaka-san, are you Japanese?

XL IZIEALCATY, £E28 &5

o XL

Yes. I come from Tokyo.

EDT&DTIN. LTI,

Tokyo? That's nice.

ZWTH OO EFH%

Do you understand English?

IEL. DD E 9,

Yes, I do.

ICIFACIE?

And Japanese?

5&2C DD ET,

I understand a little.

Which country are you from?

NYH)—=TY, TEIRZAHHS
L:_§ i L/T:O

Hungary. I come from Budapest.

NZH)—=1 LW ICTI

Hungary! A nice country.

ECICFTATVERTD,

Where do you live?

IOYVINTICTATULETD,

I live in Edinburgh.

Z5TIh

A Key Phrases — =LWVE274 U & S IFA
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~hs TXLLE
| come from ... = M5 = from; TEXLT= = came
... kara kimashita

EE56H5 FFLI
Where do you come from? H &5 5 is the polite "where"

dochira kara kimashita ka

HLICIF EBE5TY

Which country are you .
H the & makes < /C polite

from?
okuni wa dochira desu ka

o ~LATTH |
| am (nationality) C A = person of that country
... Jin desu

~CH DD ET _
| understand (language) C = language
... go ga wakarimasu

~|C TATWLWET

| live in ... a set phrase for now
... hi sunde imasu

ICL/B&oL also a polite way to play down your
sukoshi / chotto ability

A little

@ Countries, Nationalities and Languages — < [c. ~U

he ~C

XAy bI 2k AAv bR LEA

Sukottorando Sukottorando-jin

Scotland
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United Kingdom

England

Hungary

France

Germany

1R

lgirisu
12T R

Ingurando

XN

Amerika

NHY—

Hangart

IR

Furansu

k1Y

Doitsu

127

[taria

ARA >

Supein

[CIEA
Nihon

595K
Chagoku

A C <
Kankoku

1¥JVZLA

lgirisu-jin
12052V RLCA

Ingurando-jin

TXUALA

Amerika-jin

N>HIU—=CA

Hangari-jin

7222ALA

Furansu-jin

1Y LA

Doitsu-jin

12)7CA

Itaria-jin
ART1TY LA

Supein-jin

ICIFA LA
Nihon-jin

595K LA
Chagoku-jin

MPACK LA
Kankoku-jin

ZWZ

eigo

ZWZ

eigo

ZWT

eigo

NH)—=C
Hangari-go

TSR

Furansu-go

Ry
Doitsu-go

127

Itaria-go

ARA T

Supein-go

ICIEAC
Nihongo

59p>52<
Chagokugo

MrACLK T
Kankokugo

country + LU A = a person from there; country + Z = the language. The exceptions are English

(X LVZ, not ¥ 1) X T) and a few others: learn them as you meet them.
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(™ Cities — ¥5

Edinburgh ;N Ejinbara
London ~ Rondon
Budapest Budapesuto
Paris Pari

Berlin Berurin
New York Nytyoku
Tokyo Tokyo

Osaka Osaka

8 Three More Verbs — &5 L

to live (3°0)

to speak (137279

to return home (M2 3)

IHET

sumimasu

3B LEY

hanashimasu

A SN 3]

kaerimasu

JTHAEEA

sumimasen

3 LEEA

hanashimasen

Nz FEREA

kaerimasen

gHELT

sumimashita

Il E L

hanashimashita

MO FELI

kaerimashita

FATWET ("am living") is a continuing form of 3 & £ 9. You'll study it properly in a later

course. For now, learn it as a fixed phrase: ~/C TA TLF 7 ="Ilivein...".
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M Vocabulary — '\

kuni country
okuni your country (polite)
doko where
dochira where (polite); which
kara igelny
-jin person from (a country)
-go language
AW eigo English (language)
IZIFAC Nihongo Japanese (language)
ICIFA Nihon JETED
14X1) X Igirisu the United Kingdom
m RN S BV N Sukottorando Scotland
TX)AhH Amerika America; USA
INAH) — Hangart Hungary
TR Furansu France
Doitsu Germany

sumimasu to live
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18 I LEXT hanashimasu to speak
19 gL sukoshi a little

20 LT tokoro place

Japanese separates the parts of the UK. /f & 1) X means the United Kingdom as a whole (and is
what people normally say for "Britain"), € >4/ 5 > F is England and X 3w ;3 > F is Scotland.
If you say you're X Jw k= > F L A, you'll get an interested reaction: it's a country many

Japanese people associate with whisky, castles and Edinburgh.

When asked if you speak or understand a language, amodest 5& 2¥& Hh*DFd or 9L HHD
& 7 ("alittle") is the polite answer, even if you're fluent. It's modesty, not lack of confidence, and

Japanese speakers do it all the time about their English.

Both mean "where", but €5 5 is the polite, formal choice, so use it with strangers and in service
situations: &'550'5 F& L /=2 € T is fine with friends.

A (hito, jin) means person, and it's the C A in B4 A (Nihon-jin, a Japanese person). It looks like
a person walking. & (kuni, koku) means country: a king's treasure inside a border. So JMEA
(gaikoku-jin) is a "foreign-country person", a foreigner, and you've already met the word 7'('C <

(foreign country) in Hiragana 2.

# Try It Yourself — A LS
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1. Say where you come from, using 5 T X L 7.

(Place)m5 T X L7Tco Forexample TV V/\NTHHB TX L7

2. How do you say "I'm Scottish / British / Hungarian"?

AAY S YFLATY, AFJVRLATT, - NYHAU—LCATTI,

3. Someone asks you politely which country you come from. What do they say?

F<ICIF EBE5TI D (Okuniwa dochira desu ka.)

4. Say "I understand a little Japanese".

IIEFACH TTLDOMDET, (or5&2Y)

5. How do you say "I live in Edinburgh"?

ITOYVNTIC TATWETD,

6. What is the difference between £ and &5 5°?

Both mean "where", but £ 5 5 is more polite and is best with strangers.

Talking about your family: your own family and other people's families have different words in
Japanese. You'll learn (&I, 55 versus EHD' BT A, € 5 T A, and how to say there is somebody
(WE9).
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