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@ Asking for Directions — #5% &F<

JHFEFEA. AT EZTI DS

Excuse me, where is the station?

HEZTY,

Over there.

HOHRESTTVET,

Thank you.

THEHA. BSVAZEE L
ZTED

Excuse me, where is the post office?

FoT<C VWoT. AFICEH ST
<TETELY,

Go straight, then turn right, please.

FoI< AT TIR,

Straight, then right, correct?

IEL €5TY,

Yes, that's right.

b1 LIEESTI DS
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CIhHB BPVTTDL EHENT
gh%

Is it near or far from here?

5HDWVWTT, HD5VWT TAHAT
Jo

It's near. Five minutes on foot.

THEHEA. AEH HHDFEE
Fuo

Excuse me. I don't know the way.

ECICWETEWTIhY%

Where do you want to go?

ATZICVWEEWVWTS,

I want to go to the station.

55T,

This way.

Where is the toilet?

IVEZO LEDTT,

Next to the convenience store.

HOHESTTVET,

Thank you.

RTILIE ECTI DS
Where is the hotel?
OFEDHRHTY, TACOID FX

T,

On the left side. In front of the bank.

OO E LT HOHESTEV
9o

I understand. Thank you.

A Key Phrases — =\LWE274 U & SIFA
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Where is ...?

Go straight, please

Turn right / left, please

Is it near or far?

Five minutes on foot

| don't know the way

| want to go to ...

It's on the left / right side

~EEITTD

... wa doko desu ka

Fo9<C LWHTLEETWL

massugu itte kudasai

ZEFESTTL

set phrase for now

BE /VIEDIC EM>T LLEW

migi / hidari ni magatte kudasai

5HhWVWTIH. cEEVWTITH

chikai desu ka, toi desu ka

25 5 L\—C :‘/3\/\/_6\3—

aruite gofun desu

AED HHD EEA

michi ga wakarimasen

~ICWEWTT

... hi tkitai desu

VDD BENDTY

hidarigawa / migigawa desu

set phrase for now

set phrase for now

" Here, There and Over There — CC. €cC.

here (near me)

there (near you)

cbb
kochira

€55

sochira
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HH5

achira

over there

55

dochira

@ Directions and Positions — IF5 5 & W5

0D
hidari

HE

migi

Fo9<

massugu

straight on

cib ‘
next to J>EZpD &4 D
tonari

Xz

in front of

behind

inside

above / on

below / under
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corner DFD HE = the next corner

@ Places You Will Look For — (L &

station

WIVAZT &L
yuabinkyoku

post office
TACD
ginko

CDRNA
koen

d>EZ=

konbini

convenience store

NZATW

basutei

bus stop

LACS
shingo

traffic light

CDIEA
police box = a good place to ask the way
koban

U&OVA

hospital
byoin

kL

toire

toilet
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To say where something is, put the landmark first, then @, then the position word: I E =D &7

H ("next to the convenience store"), FA C 5D F X ("in front of the bank"), X FD S5 L 3

("behind the station"). Then add T9".

8 Three More Verbs — &5 L

to turn (£H'3)

to cross (1 7=3)

to walk (¥ % <)

EMDET

magarimasu

DO ET

watarimasu

HBTEY

arukimasu

M Vocabulary — C ULV

koko

soko

asoko

hidari

migt

massugu

IO FEA

magarimasen

DIEh FEA

watarimasen

HBTFEEA

arukimasen

here

there

over there

left

right

straight on

ENOFELT

magarimashita

Hicb LT

watarimashita

HHTFELTE

arukimashita
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magarimasu

watarimasu

eki

yubinkyoku

ginko

koen

basutei

shingd

kado

tonari

ushiro

chikai

to turn

to cross

station

post office

bank

park

bus stop

traffic light

corner

next to

in front of; before

behind

Japan has little police boxes called C 3 I& A on almost every neighbourhood corner, and the

officers inside are very used to helping lost people and visitors. If you cannot find your way, find a

Z D |3 Az they will draw you a map or point you in the right direction.

Most Japanese streets have no names: addresses are by district and block number. So directions

are given by landmarks (FAC 5D X, J>EZ=Z®D &£74 D) and turns (A&, 7="D). That is
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why the position words in this chapter matter so much.

Traffic in Japan drives on the left, as in the UK, so you'll feel at home as a pedestrian from
Scotland: look right first when you cross the road. Some crossings also play a short tune or chirp

from the LA/C 5 (traffic light) when it is safe to cross.

b5, €55 and $H5 5 are the polite versions of Z Z, € C and &% . A shop assistant will say
C 5 5 T ("this way, please") as they guide you.

E (ue, jo) is above and F (shita, ka) is below: easy to read, since one has the line above and the
other below. Bl (mae, zen) is before, in front and & (ushiro, go) is behind, after. Together they give
position words such as BROD#Ij (in front of the station). Have a look at each:

. You'll also meet 7 (migi, right) and & (hidarti, left) on signs.

# Try It Yourself — A LS

1. Ask where the station is.

AZF ESTIhS

2. Say "The post office is next to the bank."

WDIVAZTELKIETACOID LEDTY,

3. Tell someone to go straight and turn left.
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F2oI<C VoT VIEDICED>T KTETE LY,

4. Say you don't know the way and want to go to the hotel.

HAED DD EE A RTILIC VWETWTT,

5. Where do you go if you are lost in Japan?

The C D I3 A (police box).

6. What does C %5 5 T 9 mean when a shop assistant says it?

"This way, please."

Booking a hotel: &*°< (reservation), saying how many nights and people, check-in and check-out,
and the polite phrases that hotel staff use.
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