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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 1 · Greetings & Goodbyes

👋 Greetings & Goodbyes — あいさつ

Welcome to your first conversation lesson. By the end of this chapter you'll be able to greet people at

any time of the day, say thank you and sorry, say goodbye, and use the little set phrases for leaving

and coming home. Japanese is shown in kana (hiragana, with katakana where needed), with romaji

under every line, so you're never guessing. You already know how to read it: now you learn to use

it.

① Good Morning at the Hotel — あさの あ

いさつ

A:

おはようございます。

Ohayō gozaimasu.

Good morning.

B:

おはようございます。おげんきです

か。

Ohayō gozaimasu. Ogenki desu ka.

Good morning. How are you?

A:

はい、げんきです。ありがとうござ

います。

Hai, genki desu. Arigatō gozaimasu.

Yes, I'm well. Thank you.

B:

よかったです。

Yokatta desu.

That's good to hear.

② A Nice Day — こんにちは

A:

こんにちは。

Konnichiwa.

Hello.

B:

こんにちは。いい てんきですね。
Konnichiwa. Ii tenki desu ne.

Hello. Nice weather, isn't it?

A:

はい、そうですね。

Hai, sō desu ne.

Yes, it is.

B:

では、また。

Dewa, mata.

Well then, see you again.

A:

さようなら。

Sayōnara.

Goodbye.
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③ At the Office — かいしゃで

A:

たなかさん、おつかれさまです。

Tanaka-san, otsukaresama desu.

Tanaka-san, hello (good work today).

B:

おつかれさまです。パソコンは だ

いじょうぶですか。

Otsukaresama desu. Pasokon wa daijōbu desu

ka.

Hello. Is the PC all right?

A:

はい、だいじょうぶです。ありがと

うございます。

Hai, daijōbu desu. Arigatō gozaimasu.

Yes, it's fine. Thank you.

B:

では、おさきに しつれいします。
Dewa, osaki ni shitsurei shimasu.

Well then, I'll leave before you (excuse me).

A:

おつかれさまでした。

Otsukaresama deshita.

Thanks for your work today.

④ Leaving and Coming Home — いえで

A:

いってきます。

Ittekimasu.

I'm off (and I'll be back).

B:

いってらっしゃい。

Itterasshai.

See you later. Take care.

A:

ただいま。

Tadaima.

I'm home. (later, on returning)

B:

おかえりなさい。

Okaerinasai.

Welcome home.

⑤ Thanks and Sorry — ありがとう と ごめ

んなさい

A:

あ、すみません。

A, sumimasen.

Oh, excuse me.

B:

⑥ Goodbye to a Friend (casual) — ともだち

に

A:

じゃあ、また あした。
Jā, mata ashita.

Well, see you tomorrow.

B:
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いいえ、だいじょうぶです。

Iie, daijōbu desu.

No, it's all right.

A:

ごめんなさい。ありがとうございま

す。

Gomen nasai. Arigatō gozaimasu.

I'm sorry. Thank you.

B:

どういたしまして。

Dō itashimashite.

You're welcome.

うん、またね。

Un, mata ne.

Yeah, see you.

A:

おやすみなさい。

Oyasuminasai.

Good night.

B:

おやすみ。

Oyasumi.

Night.

🗝️ Key Phrases — たいせつな ひょうげん

Japanese has a polite style and a casual style. With anyone you don't know well, in a shop, in a hotel or

at work, use the polite column. The casual column is for close friends and family, and for

understanding what you hear.

SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

Good morning
おはようございます

ohayō gozaimasu

おはよう

ohayō

Hello (daytime)
こんにちは

konnichiwa
(same)

Good evening
こんばんは

konbanwa
(same)

Thank you
ありがとうございます

arigatō gozaimasu

ありがとう

arigatō

Sorry
すみません

sumimasen

ごめん

gomen
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SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

Goodbye
さようなら

sayōnara

じゃあね

jā ne

Good night
おやすみなさい

oyasuminasai

おやすみ

oyasumi

How are you?
おげんきですか

ogenki desu ka

げんき？

genki?

See you / see you later
では、また

dewa, mata

またね

mata ne

🔤 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — どうし

Japanese verbs have one polite pattern. Here are the forms of the three most useful verbs for this

chapter. You do not need to learn the grammar behind them yet; just recognise the endings.

VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to be (です)
です

desu

ではありません

dewa arimasen

でした

deshita

to go (いく)
いきます

ikimasu

いきません

ikimasen

いきました

ikimashita

to come (くる)
きます

kimasu

きません

kimasen

きました

kimashita

How the Polite Forms Work

The polite present ends in -ます (-masu), the polite negative in -ません (-masen) and the polite past

in -ました (-mashita). です works the same way: です → ではありません → でした. The は in ではあ

りません is read wa.
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🏠 Going Out, Coming Home, Eating, Working — いえと

かいしゃ

Japanese has set phrases for everyday moments that English does not bother to mark. You will hear

these every day.

SAY THIS… …WHEN THE REPLY

いってきます

ittekimasu

leaving home or the office, intending to
return

いってらっしゃい

itterasshai

ただいま

tadaima
arriving home

おかえりなさい

okaerinasai

いただきます

itadakimasu
before eating (nothing needed)

ごちそうさまでした

gochisōsama deshita
after eating (nothing needed)

おさきに しつれいしま

す

osaki ni shitsurei shimasu

leaving work before others

おつかれさまでし

た

otsukaresama deshita

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 おはようございます ohayō gozaimasu good morning (polite) phrase

2 こんにちは konnichiwa hello; good afternoon phrase

3 こんばんは konbanwa good evening phrase

4 おやすみなさい oyasuminasai good night phrase



Japanese Basic Conversation 1 · Page 7

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

5 さようなら sayōnara goodbye phrase

6 ありがとう arigatō thank you (casual) phrase

7
ありがとうございま

す

arigatō
gozaimasu

thank you (polite) phrase

8 どういたしまして dō itashimashite you're welcome phrase

9 すみません sumimasen excuse me; sorry; thank you phrase

10 ごめんなさい gomen nasai I'm sorry phrase

11 はい hai yes phrase

12 いいえ iie no phrase

13 おげんきですか ogenki desu ka how are you? phrase

14 げんきです genki desu I'm well phrase

15 いってきます ittekimasu I'm off (and will be back) phrase

16 いってらっしゃい itterasshai see you later; take care phrase

17 ただいま tadaima I'm home phrase

18 おかえりなさい okaerinasai welcome home phrase

19 おつかれさまです
otsukaresama
desu

hello / thanks for your work (at
work)

phrase

20 しつれいします shitsurei shimasu excuse me (entering or leaving) phrase

Real Japanese Tip — Bowing (おじぎ)

Greetings in Japan often come with a bow. A small nod is enough for everyday hellos and thanks; a

deeper bow shows more respect, such as to a customer, a boss or after a mistake. As a visitor you are
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not expected to bow perfectly: a slight nod and a smile with こんにちは is always welcome.

すみません Does Three Jobs

すみません means excuse me (to get someone's attention), I'm sorry (when you've troubled

someone) and, very often, thank you (for something someone has done for you). ごめんなさい is

closer to a plain "I'm sorry", so it is more personal and a little more casual.

おつかれさまです — The Office Greeting

At work in Japan you will hear おつかれさまです all day: as a greeting in the corridor, when you pass

a colleague, when you leave. It literally means "you must be tired", but it simply says "thanks for your

effort". It's the safe, polite word between colleagues, whatever the time of day. And in shops you'll

often hear いらっしゃいませ, "welcome", to which you don't reply.

Time of Day

おはようございます is used until about mid-morning, こんにちは from then until evening, and こん

ばんは from evening. At the end of the day, おやすみなさい is for going to bed. The exact switch-over

times are flexible: use what feels natural.

Kanji Spotlight — 日

こんにちは is originally part of a longer sentence written 今日は (konnichi wa, "as for today…"). Two

kanji, and the second, 日 (nichi, hi), means day and sun. It is also in 日本 (Nihon, Japan, literally

"the origin of the sun"), and in the word for Sunday. Look for it as you read: see the kanji page for 日

▸.

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. It is 8 a.m. and you meet the receptionist at your hotel. What do you say?

Show answer

おはようございます。 (Ohayō gozaimasu.)

file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E6%97%A5.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E6%97%A5.html
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2. A shop assistant gives you your change. What do you say?

Show answer

ありがとうございます。 (Arigatō gozaimasu.) or すみません。

3. You bump into someone on a train. What do you say, and what might they reply?

Show answer

すみません。 / ごめんなさい。 They might say だいじょうぶです。 (It's all right.)

4. You are leaving home for work. What do you say, and what is the reply?

Show answer

いってきます。 The reply: いってらっしゃい。

5. A colleague leaves the office before you. What do they say, and what do you reply?

Show answer

おさきに しつれいします。 You reply: おつかれさまでした。

6. Say "Good night" politely, then casually.

Show answer

おやすみなさい。 (polite) · おやすみ。 (casual)

Coming Up in Chapter 2

Introducing yourself: はじめまして ("nice to meet you"), saying your name with 〜です and 〜といい

ます, and よろしくおねがいします. You'll meet the particle は properly, and learn why Japanese

people say their family name first.
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 2 · Introducing Yourself

🤝 Introducing Yourself — じこしょうかい

Now you can greet people, so let's tell them who you are. In this chapter you'll learn to introduce

yourself, ask someone's name, use the right title (さん and friends) and say the all-purpose phrase よろ

しくおねがいします. Romaji is shown under every line of Japanese.

① First Meeting (polite) — はじめまして

A:

はじめまして。たなかです。よろし

くおねがいします。

Hajimemashite. Tanaka desu. Yoroshiku onegai

shimasu.

Nice to meet you. I'm Tanaka. Please treat me

well.

B:

はじめまして。フィリップです。こ

ちらこそ、よろしくおねがいしま

す。

Hajimemashite. Firippu desu. Kochira koso,

yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

Nice to meet you. I'm Philip. The pleasure is

mine.

② Asking a Name — おなまえは？

A:

おなまえは なんですか。
Onamae wa nan desu ka.

What is your name?

B:

フィリップです。

Firippu desu.

I'm Philip.

A:

フィリップさん、ですね。

Firippu-san, desu ne.

Philip, is that right?

B:

はい、そうです。

Hai, sō desu.

Yes, that's right.

③ At the Hotel Desk — ホテルで

A:

いらっしゃいませ。おなまえは？

Irasshaimase. Onamae wa?

Welcome. Your name, please?

④ Saying You're Pleased — うれしいです

A:

おあいできて うれしいです。
Oaidekite ureshii desu.

I'm pleased to meet you.
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B:

オストロモクです。

Osutoromoku desu.

It's Ostromok.

A:

オストロモクさまですね。

Osutoromoku-sama desu ne.

Mr Ostromok, is that right?

B:

はい、そうです。

Hai, sō desu.

Yes, that's right.

B:

こちらこそ。

Kochira koso.

Likewise.

⑤ A Work Meeting — かいしゃで

A:

はじめまして。わたしは たなかと

いいます。

Hajimemashite. Watashi wa Tanaka to iimasu.

Nice to meet you. I'm called Tanaka.

B:

はじめまして。わたしは フィリッ

プと いいます。
Hajimemashite. Watashi wa Firippu to iimasu.

Nice to meet you. I'm called Philip.

A:

フィリップさんですね。よろしくお

ねがいします。

Firippu-san desu ne. Yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

You're Philip, aren't you? Pleased to work with

you.

⑥ Meeting Someone Your Age (casual) —
ともだちに

A:

はじめまして！あやです。

Hajimemashite! Aya desu.

Nice to meet you! I'm Aya.

B:

ぼくは ケンです。よろしく！
Boku wa Ken desu. Yoroshiku!

I'm Ken. Nice to meet you!

A:

よろしくね！

Yoroshiku ne!

Nice to meet you too!

🗝️ Key Phrases — たいせつな ひょうげん
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SITUATION JAPANESE NOTES

Nice to meet you (first
time)

はじめまして

hajimemashite

lit. "for the first time"; said once, at the
start

I am …
〜です

… desu

the simplest, polite way: フィリップで
す

I am called …
〜と いいます
… to iimasu

a little more formal: lit. "I say … "

Please treat me well
よろしくおねがいします

yoroshiku onegai shimasu
said at the end of a self-introduction

Likewise; the pleasure is

mine
こちらこそ

kochira koso
the standard reply to よろしく

What is your name?
おなまえは なんですか
onamae wa nan desu ka

short: おなまえは？

I'm pleased to meet you

おあいできて うれしい

です

oaidekite ureshii desu

warm and a little formal

🧱 Sentence Patterns — ぶんけい

One tiny word does the work of "am", "is" and "are": です. The little word は (read wa) marks the

topic: "as for me…".

PATTERN EXAMPLE MEANING

[Name] です
フィリップです。

Firippu desu.
I'm Philip.

わたしは [Name] です
わたしは フィリップです。
Watashi wa Firippu desu.

I (as for me) am Philip.
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PATTERN EXAMPLE MEANING

[Name] と いいます
フィリップと いいます。
Firippu to iimasu.

I'm called Philip.

[Name]さん ですか
フィリップさんですか。

Firippu-san desu ka.
Are you Philip?

Japanese Often Leaves Out "I" and "You"

わたしは フィリップです is correct, but Japanese speakers often drop わたしは when it's obvious

who is being talked about: フィリップです is the natural way to introduce yourself. And you almost

never say "you" (あなた): use the person's name plus さん instead.

🎩 Titles for Names — さん、さま、くん、ちゃん

In Japanese you attach a title to a name. Get this right and you'll sound polite from your very first

conversation.

TITLE USE EXAMPLE

さん

-san

the everyday polite title: for anyone, any gender, never for
yourself

たなかさん

Tanaka-san

さま

-sama
very respectful: customers, guests, formal letters

オストロモクさ

ま

Osutoromoku-sama

くん

-kun
boys, younger colleagues, among friends

ケンくん

Ken-kun

ちゃ

ん

-chan

small children, close friends, pets
あやちゃん

Aya-chan

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし
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VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to say; to be called (いう)
いいます

iimasu

いいません

iimasen

いいました

iimashita

to meet (あう)
あいます

aimasu

あいません

aimasen

あいました

aimashita

to ask (きく)
ききます

kikimasu

ききません

kikimasen

ききました

kikimashita

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 はじめまして hajimemashite nice to meet you phrase

2 わたし watashi I; me noun

3 なまえ namae name noun

4 おなまえ onamae your name (polite) noun

5 たなか Tanaka Tanaka (a common surname) noun

6 さん -san Mr / Ms (polite title) noun

7 さま -sama Mr / Ms (very respectful) noun

8 くん -kun title for boys and juniors noun

9 ちゃん -chan title for children and close friends noun

10 です desu is; am; are (polite) verb

11 ですか desu ka is it…? (question) phrase
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

12 はい hai yes phrase

13 いいえ iie no phrase

14 そうです sō desu that's right; it is so phrase

15 よろしく yoroshiku please treat me well (casual) phrase

16 おねがいします onegai shimasu please phrase

17 こちらこそ kochira koso likewise; the pleasure is mine phrase

18 いいます iimasu to say; to be called verb

19 あいます aimasu to meet verb

20 うれしい ureshii happy; glad adj

Real Japanese Tip — Family Name First

In Japan names are written and said family name first: たなか たろう is Mr Tanaka, Taro (family

name Tanaka, given name Taro). When you introduce yourself in Japanese, though, foreigners

usually say their given name first or just their given name, as in the dialogs above. Both are

understood: フィリップです is perfectly natural.

さん Is Never Used for Yourself

Never put さん after your own name: フィリップさんです would be like saying "I'm Mr Philip" about

yourself. It's for other people. Use plain フィリップです for yourself, and add さん when you talk to

or about someone else.

はじめまして and Business Cards

はじめまして literally means "for the first time" and is used only at a first meeting. In a work setting,

introductions usually include a bow and the exchange of business cards (めいし), which are handed

over with both hands and read carefully, never shoved in a back pocket.
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ぼく, わたし and Casual Speech

In Chapter 8 of Hiragana 2 you met ぼく (casual, boys and men). In a real introduction わたし is the

safe choice for everyone. You'll hear ぼく from friends your age, as in the last dialog, and おれ (very

casual) in anime: understand them, but don't use them yet.

Kanji Spotlight — 前 (and 名)

なまえ ("name") is normally written 名前. 名 (na, mei) means name, and 前 (mae, zen) means

before, in front. Together they literally mean "front name", the name that comes first. See the kanji

page for 前 ▸

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. You meet someone for the first time at work. What do you say first?

Show answer

はじめまして。 (Hajimemashite.)

2. Introduce yourself with your own name, then ask them to treat you well.

Show answer

(Your name)です。よろしくおねがいします。 For example フィリップです。よ

ろしくおねがいします。

3. Someone says よろしくおねがいします. What is the standard reply?

Show answer

こちらこそ。 (Kochira koso.)

4. Ask a stranger politely what their name is.

Show answer

file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E5%89%8D.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E5%89%8D.html
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おなまえは なんですか。 (Onamae wa nan desu ka.) or おなまえは？

5. Which title would a hotel clerk use for a guest named Ostromok?

Show answer

オストロモクさま: -sama, the very respectful title.

6. Why is フィリップさんです wrong when you introduce yourself?

Show answer

さん is for other people, never for yourself. Say フィリップです.

Coming Up in Chapter 3

Numbers, ages and contact details: counting from 0 to 100, giving your age with 〜さい, and saying a

phone number. You'll meet the two readings of 4 and 7 that trip up every learner.
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 3 · Numbers, Age & Contact Details

🔢 Numbers, Age & Contact Details — すうじと ねんれい

Numbers are the first big chunk of Japanese you must learn well. This chapter is split into three

parts: Part 1, the numbers 0 to 10 (including the three digits with two names); Part 2, counting up to

100; and Part 3, saying your age, your phone number and your email address. Take your time, and

use the dialogs to practise out loud.

① Part 1 — Counting 1 to 10 — かぞえる

A:

いち、に、さん、よん、ご。

Ichi, ni, san, yon, go.

One, two, three, four, five.

B:

ろく、なな、はち、きゅう、じゅ

う。

Roku, nana, hachi, kyū, jū.

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten.

A:

じょうずですね。

Jōzu desu ne.

You're good!

B:

ありがとうございます。

Arigatō gozaimasu.

Thank you.

② Part 1 — Say It Again, Please — もういち

ど

A:

ごじゅうさんです。

Gojūsan desu.

It's fifty-three.

B:

すみません。もう いちど ゆっくり

おねがいします。

Sumimasen. Mō ichido yukkuri onegai shimasu.

Sorry. Once more, slowly, please.

A:

ごじゅうさん。

Gojūsan.

Fifty-three.

B:

わかりました。ありがとうございま

す。

Wakarimashita. Arigatō gozaimasu.

I understand. Thank you.

③ Part 2 — A Room Number — へやの ばん
ごう

④ Part 3 — How Old Are You? — おいくつ
ですか
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A:

へやは なんごうしつですか。
Heya wa nan gōshitsu desu ka.

Which room number is it?

B:

にじゅうさんごうしつです。

Nijūsan gōshitsu desu.

It's room twenty-three.

A:

にじゅうさんですね。

Nijūsan desu ne.

Twenty-three, right?

B:

はい、そうです。

Hai, sō desu.

Yes, that's right.

A:

たなかさんは おいくつですか。
Tanaka-san wa oikutsu desu ka.

How old are you, Tanaka-san?

B:

にじゅうはっさいです。

Nijūhassai desu.

I'm twenty-eight.

A:

そうですか。

Sō desu ka.

I see.

⑤ Part 3 — A Phone Number — でんわばん

ごう

A:

でんわばんごうは なんばんです

か。

Denwa bangō wa nanban desu ka.

What is your phone number?

B:

ゼロきゅうゼロ の いちにさんよん

の ごろくななはち です。
Zero-kyū-zero no ichi-ni-san-yon no go-roku-

nana-hachi desu.

090-1234-5678.

A:

ゼロきゅうゼロ の いちにさんよん

の ごろくななはち ですね。

⑥ Part 3 — An Email Address — メールアド

レス

A:

メールアドレスを おしえてくださ

い。

Mēru adoresu o oshiete kudasai.

Please tell me your email address.

B:

はい。ここに かきます。
Hai. Koko ni kakimasu.

Yes. I'll write it here.

A:

ありがとうございます。

Arigatō gozaimasu.

Thank you.
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(repeats it)

090-1234-5678, right?

B:

はい、そうです。

Hai, sō desu.

Yes, that's right.

① Part 1 — The Numbers 0 to 10 — すうじ

Learn these first: everything else in this chapter is built from them. Three of the digits have two

readings, and in everyday speech the second one on each line is rarely used.

NUMBER JAPANESE NOTES

0
ゼロ / れい
zero / rei

ゼロ is the everyday word, れい more formal

1
いち

ichi

2
に

ni

3
さん

san

4
よん / し
yon / shi

よん is the safe, everyday one

5
ご

go

6
ろく

roku

7
なな / しち
nana / shichi

なな is the safe, everyday one
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NUMBER JAPANESE NOTES

8
はち

hachi

9
きゅう / く
kyū / ku

きゅう is the safe, everyday one

10
じゅう

jū

Why 4 and 7 Have Two Names

し (4) sounds like 死 (death), so people avoid it: use よん. しち (7) is easily confused with いち (1)

when spoken, so なな is used. く (9) can sound like 苦 (suffering), so きゅう is the usual choice. In

phone numbers always use よん, なな, きゅう and ゼロ.

② Part 2 — Counting to 100 — 11から100

Japanese numbers are very logical: tens first, then ones. 11 is ten-one, 20 is two-ten, 21 is two-ten-one.

No exceptions to learn.

NUMBER JAPANESE HOW IT'S BUILT

10
じゅう

jū
ten

11
じゅういち

jūichi
ten + one

20
にじゅう

nijū
two + ten

21
にじゅういち

nijūichi
two + ten + one
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NUMBER JAPANESE HOW IT'S BUILT

30
さんじゅう

sanjū
three + ten

40
よんじゅう

yonjū
four + ten

50
ごじゅう

gojū
five + ten

60
ろくじゅう

rokujū
six + ten

70
ななじゅう

nanajū
seven + ten

80
はちじゅう

hachijū
eight + ten

90
きゅうじゅう

kyūjū
nine + ten

99
きゅうじゅうきゅう

kyūjūkyū
nine + ten + nine

100
ひゃく

hyaku
hundred

Say the Tens, Add the Ones

Once you know 1–10, you know up to 99: さんじゅうご (35) is three-ten-five, and ななじゅうはち

(78) is seven-ten-eight. For 40, 70 and 90, use よんじゅう, ななじゅう and きゅうじゅう.

③ Part 3 — Age, Phone Numbers and Contact Details — ね

んれいと れんらくさき
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To say your age, add さい (sai, "years old") after the number. Some of the numbers change slightly

before さい.

AGE JAPANESE NOTES

1
いっさい

issai
small っ before さい

2
にさい

nisai

3
さんさい

sansai

4
よんさい

yonsai

5
ごさい

gosai

6
ろくさい

rokusai

7
ななさい

nanasai

8
はっさい

hassai
small っ again

9
きゅうさい

kyūsai

10
じゅっさい

jussai
small っ again

20
はたち

hatachi
special word: not にじゅっさい

21
にじゅういっさい

nijūissai
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Ask someone's age politely with おいくつですか, or with なんさいですか (more casual, and best for

children).

Phone Numbers and Contact Words

Phone numbers are read one digit at a time, with の (no) between the groups. Use ゼロ, よん, なな

and きゅう.

WORD MEANING NOTES

でんわばんごう

denwa bangō
phone number say each digit separately

メールアドレス

mēru adoresu
email address @ is アットマーク

じゅうしょ

jūsho
address

ばんごう

bangō
number as in a room or ID number

Reading 090-1234-5678

ゼロきゅうゼロ の いちにさんよん の ごろくななはち: zero-kyū-zero · no · ichi-ni-san-yon · no · go-

roku-nana-hachi. (This is a dummy number for practice.)

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし

VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to tell; to teach (おしえる)
おしえます

oshiemasu

おしえません

oshiemasen

おしえました

oshiemashita

to write (かく)
かきます

kakimasu

かきません

kakimasen

かきました

kakimashita
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VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to understand (わかる)
わかります

wakarimasu

わかりません

wakarimasen

わかりました

wakarimashita

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 ゼロ zero zero noun

2 いち ichi one noun

3 に ni two noun

4 さん san three noun

5 よん yon four noun

6 ご go five noun

7 ろく roku six noun

8 なな nana seven noun

9 はち hachi eight noun

10 きゅう kyū nine noun

11 じゅう jū ten noun

12 ひゃく hyaku hundred noun

13 さい -sai years old (age counter) noun

14 おいくつ oikutsu how old (polite) phrase
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

15 はたち hatachi twenty years old noun

16 でんわばんごう denwa bangō phone number noun

17 メールアドレス mēru adoresu email address noun

18 じゅうしょ jūsho address noun

19 ばんごう bangō number noun

20 もういちど mō ichido once more; again phrase

Real Japanese Tip — The Lifesaver: もう いちど ゆっくり おねがいします

Numbers are the hardest thing to follow in a new language, because they come fast. Learn this phrase

before anything else: もう いちど ゆっくり おねがいします (mō ichido yukkuri onegai shimasu),

"once more, slowly, please". It works for prices, times, room numbers and phone numbers. You can

add わかりません ("I don't understand") if you need to.

はたち: Twenty Is Special

At 20 the age word changes completely: はたち, not にじゅっさい. Twenty is the age of adulthood in

Japan, which is why it has its own word. From 21 you're back to にじゅういっさい.

Phone Numbers in Japan

Japanese mobile numbers begin with 090, 080 or 070, so you'll hear ゼロきゅうゼロ or ゼロはち

ゼロ all the time. People often give numbers in groups of four and three, with の between the groups.

Kanji Spotlight — 一 二 三

The first three kanji you will ever need are the simplest: 一 (ichi, one), 二 (ni, two) and 三 (san,

three): one, two and three horizontal lines. And 十 (jū, ten) is a cross. Prices and addresses in Japan

often use these kanji instead of 1, 2, 3, so you'll see them everywhere.
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✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. Read these numbers aloud in Japanese: 3, 7, 4, 9, 10.

Show answer

さん、なな、よん、きゅう、じゅう

2. Say 35, 48 and 76.

Show answer

さんじゅうご · よんじゅうはち · ななじゅうろく

3. Say your own age, using さい (for example 30).

Show answer

さんじゅっさい (sanjussai: 30). Check small っ for 10, 30, 40…

4. How do you say "20 years old"?

Show answer

はたち (hatachi): the special word.

5. Someone gives you a phone number too fast. What do you say?

Show answer

もう いちど ゆっくり おねがいします。

6. Read this dummy phone number aloud: 090-1234-5678.

Show answer

ゼロきゅうゼロ の いちにさんよん の ごろくななはち



Japanese Basic Conversation 1 · Page 28

Coming Up in Chapter 4

Where you're from: 〜から きました ("I come from…"), countries and nationalities, and the katakana

country names you learned in Katakana 1 and 2: アメリカ, イギリス, ハンガリー and more.
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 4 · Where You're From: Countries & Nationalities

🌍 Where You're From — どこから きましたか

Meeting someone new, the next question is always where are you from? This chapter teaches you to

answer, to talk about nationality and language, and to read the country names you learned in

katakana. Romaji is shown under every line of Japanese.

① Where Are You From? — どちらから？

A:

フィリップさんは どちらから きま

したか。

Firippu-san wa dochira kara kimashita ka.

Philip, where do you come from?

B:

スコットランドの エジンバラから

きました。

Sukottorando no Ejinbara kara kimashita.

I come from Edinburgh, in Scotland.

A:

そうですか。エジンバラは いい と

ころですね。

Sō desu ka. Ejinbara wa ii tokoro desu ne.

I see. Edinburgh is a nice place.

② Nationality — くにと こくせき

A:

フィリップさんは イギリスじんで

すか。

Firippu-san wa Igirisu-jin desu ka.

Philip, are you British?

B:

はい、スコットランドじんです。

Hai, Sukottorando-jin desu.

Yes, I'm Scottish.

A:

ハンガリーごが わかりますか。
Hangarī-go ga wakarimasu ka.

Do you understand Hungarian?

B:

はい、すこし わかります。
Hai, sukoshi wakarimasu.

Yes, a little.

③ A Japanese Colleague — にほんじん

A:

たなかさんは にほんじんですか。
Tanaka-san wa Nihon-jin desu ka.

④ Which Country? — おくには どちら？

A:

おくには どちらですか。
Okuni wa dochira desu ka.
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Tanaka-san, are you Japanese?

B:

はい、にほんじんです。とうきょう

から きました。
Hai, Nihon-jin desu. Tōkyō kara kimashita.

Yes. I come from Tokyo.

A:

とうきょうですか。いいですね。

Tōkyō desu ka. Ii desu ne.

Tokyo? That's nice.

Which country are you from?

B:

ハンガリーです。ブダペストから き

ました。

Hangarī desu. Budapesuto kara kimashita.

Hungary. I come from Budapest.

A:

ハンガリー！ いい くにですね。
Hangarī! Ii kuni desu ne.

Hungary! A nice country.

⑤ Languages — ことば

A:

えいごが わかりますか。
Eigo ga wakarimasu ka.

Do you understand English?

B:

はい、わかります。

Hai, wakarimasu.

Yes, I do.

A:

にほんごは？

Nihongo wa?

And Japanese?

B:

ちょっと わかります。
Chotto wakarimasu.

I understand a little.

⑥ Where Do You Live? — どこに すんでいま

すか

A:

どこに すんでいますか。
Doko ni sunde imasu ka.

Where do you live?

B:

エジンバラに すんでいます。
Ejinbara ni sunde imasu.

I live in Edinburgh.

A:

そうですか。

Sō desu ka.

I see.

🗝️ Key Phrases — たいせつな ひょうげん
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SITUATION JAPANESE NOTES

I come from …
〜から きました
… kara kimashita

から = from; きました = came

Where do you come from?

どちらから きました

か

dochira kara kimashita ka

どちら is the polite "where"

Which country are you

from?

おくには どちらです

か

okuni wa dochira desu ka

the お makes くに polite

I am (nationality)
〜じんです

… jin desu
じん = person of that country

I understand (language)
〜ごが わかります
… go ga wakarimasu

ご = language

I live in …
〜に すんでいます
… ni sunde imasu

a set phrase for now

A little
すこし / ちょっと
sukoshi / chotto

also a polite way to play down your
ability

🌍 Countries, Nationalities and Languages — くに、〜じ

ん、〜ご

Here is the payoff for learning katakana: almost every country name outside East Asia is in

katakana. Add じん to the country for the people (アメリカじん, an American) and ご for the

language (フランスご, French). For Japan, China and Korea the country names are written in

hiragana here (and kanji in real life).

COUNTRY JAPANESE NATIONALITY (-じん) LANGUAGE (-ご)

Scotland
スコットランド

Sukottorando

スコットランドじん

Sukottorando-jin

えいご

eigo
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COUNTRY JAPANESE NATIONALITY (-じん) LANGUAGE (-ご)

United Kingdom
イギリス

Igirisu

イギリスじん

Igirisu-jin

えいご

eigo

England
イングランド

Ingurando

イングランドじん

Ingurando-jin

えいご

eigo

USA
アメリカ

Amerika

アメリカじん

Amerika-jin

えいご

eigo

Hungary
ハンガリー

Hangarī

ハンガリーじん

Hangarī-jin

ハンガリーご

Hangarī-go

France
フランス

Furansu

フランスじん

Furansu-jin

フランスご

Furansu-go

Germany
ドイツ

Doitsu

ドイツじん

Doitsu-jin

ドイツご

Doitsu-go

Italy
イタリア

Itaria

イタリアじん

Itaria-jin

イタリアご

Itaria-go

Spain
スペイン

Supein

スペインじん

Supein-jin

スペインご

Supein-go

Japan
にほん

Nihon

にほんじん

Nihon-jin

にほんご

Nihongo

China
ちゅうごく

Chūgoku

ちゅうごくじん

Chūgoku-jin

ちゅうごくご

Chūgokugo

Korea
かんこく

Kankoku

かんこくじん

Kankoku-jin

かんこくご

Kankokugo

The Pattern Is Always the Same

country + じん = a person from there; country + ご = the language. The exceptions are English (え

いご, not イギリスご) and a few others: learn them as you meet them.
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🏙️ Cities — まち

CITY JAPANESE SAY IT

Edinburgh エジンバラ Ejinbara

London ロンドン Rondon

Budapest ブダペスト Budapesuto

Paris パリ Pari

Berlin ベルリン Berurin

New York ニューヨーク Nyūyōku

Tokyo とうきょう Tōkyō

Osaka おおさか Ōsaka

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし

VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to live (すむ)
すみます

sumimasu

すみません

sumimasen

すみました

sumimashita

to speak (はなす)
はなします

hanashimasu

はなしません

hanashimasen

はなしました

hanashimashita

to return home (かえる)
かえります

kaerimasu

かえりません

kaerimasen

かえりました

kaerimashita

すんでいます — A Set Phrase for Now

すんでいます ("am living") is a continuing form of すみます. You'll study it properly in a later course.

For now, learn it as a fixed phrase: 〜に すんでいます = "I live in…".
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📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 くに kuni country noun

2 おくに okuni your country (polite) noun

3 どこ doko where noun

4 どちら dochira where (polite); which noun

5 から kara from noun

6 じん -jin person from (a country) noun

7 ご -go language noun

8 えいご eigo English (language) noun

9 にほんご Nihongo Japanese (language) noun

10 にほん Nihon Japan noun

11 イギリス Igirisu the United Kingdom noun

12 スコットランド Sukottorando Scotland noun

13 アメリカ Amerika America; USA noun

14 ハンガリー Hangarī Hungary noun

15 フランス Furansu France noun

16 ドイツ Doitsu Germany noun

17 すみます sumimasu to live verb
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

18 はなします hanashimasu to speak verb

19 すこし sukoshi a little adj

20 ところ tokoro place noun

Real Japanese Tip — スコットランド, イギリス and イングランド

Japanese separates the parts of the UK. イギリス means the United Kingdom as a whole (and is what

people normally say for "Britain"), イングランド is England and スコットランド is Scotland. If you

say you're スコットランドじん, you'll get an interested reaction: it's a country many Japanese people

associate with whisky, castles and Edinburgh.

Modesty With Language: ちょっと

When asked if you speak or understand a language, a modest ちょっと わかります or すこし わかり

ます ("a little") is the polite answer, even if you're fluent. It's modesty, not lack of confidence, and

Japanese speakers do it all the time about their English.

どちら Is More Polite Than どこ

Both mean "where", but どちら is the polite, formal choice, so use it with strangers and in service

situations: どちらから きましたか. どこ is fine with friends.

Kanji Spotlight — 人 and 国

人 (hito, jin) means person, and it's the じん in 日本人 (Nihon-jin, a Japanese person). It looks like a

person walking. 国 (kuni, koku) means country: a king's treasure inside a border. So 外国人

(gaikoku-jin) is a "foreign-country person", a foreigner, and you've already met the word がいこく

(foreign country) in Hiragana 2.

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.
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1. Say where you come from, using から きました.

Show answer

(Place)から きました。 For example エジンバラから きました。

2. How do you say "I'm Scottish / British / Hungarian"?

Show answer

スコットランドじんです。 · イギリスじんです。 · ハンガリーじんです。

3. Someone asks you politely which country you come from. What do they say?

Show answer

おくには どちらですか。 (Okuni wa dochira desu ka.)

4. Say "I understand a little Japanese".

Show answer

にほんごが すこし わかります。 (or ちょっと)

5. How do you say "I live in Edinburgh"?

Show answer

エジンバラに すんでいます。

6. What is the difference between どこ and どちら?

Show answer

Both mean "where", but どちら is more polite and is best with strangers.

Coming Up in Chapter 5

Talking about your family: your own family and other people's families have different words in

Japanese. You'll learn はは, ちち versus おかあさん, おとうさん, and how to say there is somebody

(います).
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 5 · Talking About Your Family

👪 Talking About Your Family — かぞく

Talking about family is one of the most common topics for beginners, and it introduces one of the most

important ideas in Japanese: different words for your family and for someone else's. You'll

also learn to count people. Romaji is shown under every line of Japanese.

① How Many in Your Family? — かぞくは な
んにん？

A:

ごかぞくは なんにんですか。
Gokazoku wa nannin desu ka.

How many people are in your family?

B:

ごにんです。ちちと ははと あにと

いもうと、それから わたしです。
Gonin desu. Chichi to haha to ani to imōto,

sorekara watashi desu.

Five. My father, mother, older brother,

younger sister, and me.

② Brothers and Sisters — きょうだい

A:

きょうだいが いますか。
Kyōdai ga imasu ka.

Do you have brothers or sisters?

B:

はい、あにが ひとり います。
Hai, ani ga hitori imasu.

Yes, I have one older brother.

A:

おにいさんは おいくつですか。
Oniisan wa oikutsu desu ka.

How old is your brother?

B:

さんじゅっさいです。

Sanjussai desu.

He's thirty.

③ An Only Child — ひとりっこ

A:

きょうだいが いますか。
Kyōdai ga imasu ka.

Do you have brothers or sisters?

④ Asking After Someone's Parents — ごり

ょうしん

A:

たなかさんの おかあさんは おげん

きですか。
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B:

いいえ、ひとりっこです。

Iie, hitorikko desu.

No, I'm an only child.

A:

そうですか。

Sō desu ka.

I see.

Tanaka-san no okāsan wa ogenki desu ka.

Tanaka-san, is your mother well?

B:

はい、ははも ちちも げんきです。
Hai, haha mo chichi mo genki desu.

Yes, my mother and father are both well.

A:

それは よかったです。
Sore wa yokatta desu.

That's good to hear.

⑤ Showing a Photo — しゃしん

A:

これは わたしの かぞくです。
Kore wa watashi no kazoku desu.

This is my family.

B:

かわいい いもうとさんですね。
Kawaii imōtosan desu ne.

What a cute younger sister.

A:

ありがとうございます。いもうとは

じゅうごさいです。

Arigatō gozaimasu. Imōto wa jūgosai desu.

Thank you. My sister is fifteen.

⑥ Pets — ペット

A:

ペットが いますか。
Petto ga imasu ka.

Do you have a pet?

B:

はい、ねこが います。
Hai, neko ga imasu.

Yes, I have a cat.

A:

かわいいですね。

Kawaii desu ne.

How cute.

👪 Your Family and Other People's — うちと そと

Japanese has two sets of family words. For your own family you use plain, humble words (はは, ち

ち). For someone else's family you use respectful words (おかあさん, おとうさん). Mixing them up is a

very common beginner mistake.
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MEANING MY OWN FAMILY (HUMBLE) SOMEONE ELSE'S (HONORIFIC)

mother
はは

haha

おかあさん

okāsan

father
ちち

chichi

おとうさん

otōsan

parents
りょうしん

ryōshin

ごりょうしん

goryōshin

older brother
あに

ani

おにいさん

oniisan

older sister
あね

ane

おねえさん

onēsan

younger brother
おとうと

otōto

おとうとさん

otōtosan

younger sister
いもうと

imōto

いもうとさん

imōtosan

siblings
きょうだい

kyōdai

ごきょうだい

gokyōdai

grandmother
そぼ

sobo

おばあさん

obāsan

grandfather
そふ

sofu

おじいさん

ojiisan

child
こども

kodomo

おこさん

okosan

husband
おっと

otto

ごしゅじん

goshujin

wife
つま

tsuma

おくさん

okusan



Japanese Basic Conversation 1 · Page 40

MEANING MY OWN FAMILY (HUMBLE) SOMEONE ELSE'S (HONORIFIC)

family
かぞく

kazoku

ごかぞく

gokazoku

The Rule

Speaking to other people about your own mother: はは. Asking about their mother: おかあさん.

When you speak directly to your own mother at home, you can call her おかあさん, since you

are addressing her. The humble words are for describing your family to an outsider.

🔢 Counting People — 〜にん

People are counted with にん, except for one and two, which have their own words.

PEOPLE JAPANESE NOTES

1
ひとり

hitori
special word

2
ふたり

futari
special word

3
さんにん

sannin
number + にん

4
よにん

yonin
よ, not よん

5
ごにん

gonin

6
ろくにん

rokunin

7
ななにん / しちにん
nananin / shichinin
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PEOPLE JAPANESE NOTES

8
はちにん

hachinin

9
きゅうにん

kyūnin

10
じゅうにん

jūnin

how many?
なんにん

nannin
used to ask: なんにんですか

🗣️ Key Patterns — ぶんけい

SAY THIS JAPANESE MEANING

かぞくは 〜にんです
kazoku wa … nin desu

かぞくは ごにんです。
Kazoku wa gonin desu.

My family is five people.

〜が います
… ga imasu

あにが います。
Ani ga imasu.

I have an older brother.

〜が いません
… ga imasen

いもうとは いません。
Imōto wa imasen.

I don't have a younger sister.

ひとりっこです

hitorikko desu

ひとりっこです。

Hitorikko desu.
I'm an only child.

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし

VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to be; to have (people,
animals)

います

imasu

いません

imasen

いました

imashita
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VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to be; to have (things)
あります

arimasu

ありません

arimasen

ありました

arimashita

to get married (けっこんする)

けっこんしま

す

kekkon shimasu

けっこんしませ

ん

kekkon shimasen

けっこんしまし

た

kekkon shimashita

います and あります

Japanese has two verbs for "there is / I have". います is for people and animals (things that move),

and あります is for things. So きょうだいが います (siblings, people) but ペンが あります (a pen, a

thing). The particle が marks what exists.

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 かぞく kazoku family noun

2 ごかぞく gokazoku your family (polite) noun

3 りょうしん ryōshin parents noun

4 はは haha my mother noun

5 ちち chichi my father noun

6 おかあさん okāsan mother (yours; someone's) noun

7 おとうさん otōsan father (yours; someone's) noun

8 あに ani my older brother noun

9 あね ane my older sister noun
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

10 おとうと otōto my younger brother noun

11 いもうと imōto my younger sister noun

12 きょうだい kyōdai brothers and sisters noun

13 ひとりっこ hitorikko only child noun

14 こども kodomo child; children noun

15 ひとり hitori one person noun

16 ふたり futari two people noun

17 にん -nin people (counter) noun

18 います imasu there is; to have (people) verb

19 ペット petto pet noun

20 かわいい kawaii cute adj

Real Japanese Tip — Inside and Outside (うち と そと)

The two family-word sets reflect an idea that runs through Japanese: the inside group (うち: you,

your family, your company) and the outside group (そと: everyone else). You lower your own side

and raise the other person's. It's why you say ははは げんきです about your own mother but おかあ

さんは おげんきですか about theirs.

おにいさん and おねえさん for Strangers

おにいさん and おねえさん aren't only for siblings: shop and restaurant staff use them to address a

young man or woman politely ("Excuse me, sir / miss"), and customers often call a young waiter おに

いさん to get his attention. Likewise おじさん and おばさん are used for middle-aged strangers,

though with care.
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Counting 4 Is Irregular

For people, 4 is よにん, not よんにん. If you can only remember two special cases, remember ひとり

and ふたり: you'll use them constantly, for example when you reserve a table: ふたりです, "two

people".

Kanji Spotlight — 父 母 子

父 (chichi, fu) is father, 母 (haha, bo) is mother and 子 (ko, shi) is child: the three kanji of the family.

In the word おかあさん they appear as お母さん. Have a look at them: 父 ▸ · 母 ▸ · 子 ▸

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. Say "My mother is well."

Show answer

ははは げんきです。

2. Ask politely whether someone's father is well.

Show answer

おとうさんは おげんきですか。

3. Say "I have an older brother" and "I'm an only child".

Show answer

あにが います。 · ひとりっこです。

4. How do you ask "How many people are in your family?"

Show answer

ごかぞくは なんにんですか。

file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E7%88%B6.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E6%AF%8D.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E5%AD%90.html
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5. Say "My family is four people" (careful with 4).

Show answer

かぞくは よにんです。 (yonin, not yonnin)

6. Which verb do you use for "I have a cat", います or あります? Why?

Show answer

います, because a cat is an animal (something that moves).

Coming Up in Chapter 6

Talking about your job: しごと, かいしゃ, 〜ではたらいています and the katakana job words (エンジ

ニア, サポート …). Plus the little particle の, meaning "of".
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 6 · Talking About Your Job

💼 Talking About Your Job — おしごと

After "where are you from?", the next question is what do you do? This chapter teaches you to say what

your job is, where you work or study, and to reply politely when someone tells you about theirs. Many

job titles are in katakana, so your reading skills get another workout. Romaji is shown under every

line of Japanese.

① What Do You Do? — おしごとは？

A:

おしごとは なんですか。
Oshigoto wa nan desu ka.

What is your job?

B:

エンジニアです。

Enjinia desu.

I'm an engineer.

A:

かいしゃで はたらいていますか。
Kaisha de hataraite imasu ka.

Do you work at a company?

B:

はい、かいしゃで はたらいていま

す。

Hai, kaisha de hataraite imasu.

Yes, I work at a company.

② IT Support — コンピューターの サポート

A:

しごとは なんですか。
Shigoto wa nan desu ka.

What's your work?

B:

コンピューターの サポートです。
Konpyūtā no sapōto desu.

It's computer support.

A:

たいへんですね。

Taihen desu ne.

That must be tough.

B:

いいえ、たのしいです。

Iie, tanoshii desu.

No, it's fun.

③ A Student — がくせい

A:

がくせいですか。

④ Where Do You Work? — どこで？

A:

どこで はたらいていますか。
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Gakusei desu ka.

Are you a student?

B:

はい、だいがくで べんきょうして

います。

Hai, daigaku de benkyō shite imasu.

Yes, I study at university.

A:

なにを べんきょうしていますか。
Nani o benkyō shite imasu ka.

What are you studying?

B:

にほんごを べんきょうしています。
Nihongo o benkyō shite imasu.

I'm studying Japanese.

Doko de hataraite imasu ka.

Where do you work?

B:

エジンバラの かいしゃで はたらい

ています。

Ejinbara no kaisha de hataraite imasu.

I work at a company in Edinburgh.

A:

そうですか。

Sō desu ka.

I see.

⑤ Every Day? — まいにち？

A:

まいにち はたらきますか。
Mainichi hatarakimasu ka.

Do you work every day?

B:

いいえ、まいにちは はたらきませ

ん。

Iie, mainichi wa hatarakimasen.

No, I don't work every day.

A:

それは いいですね。
Sore wa ii desu ne.

That's nice.

⑥ A Teacher and a Doctor — せんせいと い

しゃ

A:

たなかさんは せんせいですか。
Tanaka-san wa sensei desu ka.

Tanaka-san, are you a teacher?

B:

いいえ、いしゃです。

Iie, isha desu.

No, I'm a doctor.

A:

すごいですね。

Sugoi desu ne.

That's impressive.

🗝️ Key Phrases — たいせつな ひょうげん
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SITUATION JAPANESE NOTES

What is your job?
おしごとは なんですか
oshigoto wa nan desu ka

お makes the word polite for the other
person's job

My job is …
〜です

… desu
エンジニアです

I work at …
〜で はたらいています
… de hataraite imasu

で = at (where an action happens)

I study at …

〜で べんきょうしてい

ます

… de benkyō shite imasu

same pattern

A company in

(place)
エジンバラの かいしゃ
Ejinbara no kaisha

の joins two nouns: "Edinburgh's company"

That must be

tough!
たいへんですね

taihen desu ne
a kind, sympathetic response

That's impressive!
すごいですね

sugoi desu ne
a compliment

💼 Job Words — しごと

Many job titles are borrowed from English and written in katakana, which you can already read.

JOB JAPANESE NOTES

student
がくせい

gakusei
any student, school or university

teacher
せんせい

sensei
also for doctors and other respected experts

doctor
いしゃ

isha
also おいしゃさん (polite)
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JOB JAPANESE NOTES

nurse
かんごし

kangoshi

office worker
かいしゃいん

kaishain
lit. "company member"

engineer
エンジニア

enjinia
from English

programmer
プログラマー

puroguramā
from English

technical support
テクニカルサポート

tekunikaru sapōto
or just サポート

web designer
ウェブデザイナー

webu dezainā
from English

shop clerk
てんいん

ten'in

driver
うんてんしゅ

untenshu

part-time job
アルバイト

arubaito
often shortened to バイト; from German Arbeit

🧩 Particles at Work — じょし

PARTICLE JOB EXAMPLE

の

no
of; links two nouns

エジンバラの かいしゃ
Ejinbara no kaisha

で

de
at; where something happens

かいしゃで はたらきます
kaisha de hatarakimasu
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PARTICLE JOB EXAMPLE

を

o
marks the object

にほんごを べんきょうします
Nihongo o benkyō shimasu

は

wa
marks the topic

しごとは サポートです
shigoto wa sapōto desu

はたらいています — Another Set Phrase

はたらいています means "I am working (at)", the continuing form of はたらきます. As with すんでい

ます in the last chapter, learn it as a fixed phrase for now: 〜で はたらいています is how you say

where you work, and 〜で べんきょうしています is how you say where you study.

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし

VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to work (はたらく)
はたらきます

hatarakimasu

はたらきません

hatarakimasen

はたらきました

hatarakimashita

to study (べんきょうする)

べんきょうしま

す

benkyō shimasu

べんきょうしませ

ん

benkyō shimasen

べんきょうしまし

た

benkyō shimashita

to rest; to take a day off
(やすむ)

やすみます

yasumimasu

やすみません

yasumimasen

やすみました

yasumimashita

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 しごと shigoto work; job noun
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

2 おしごと oshigoto your work; your job (polite) noun

3 かいしゃ kaisha company; workplace noun

4 かいしゃいん kaishain office worker noun

5 せんせい sensei teacher noun

6 いしゃ isha doctor noun

7 かんごし kangoshi nurse noun

8 エンジニア enjinia engineer noun

9 サポート sapōto support noun

10 コンピューター konpyūtā computer noun

11 アルバイト arubaito part-time job noun

12 はたらきます hatarakimasu to work verb

13 べんきょうします benkyō shimasu to study verb

14 やすみます yasumimasu to rest; to take a day off verb

15 まいにち mainichi every day noun

16 たいへん taihen hard; tough; serious adj

17 たのしい tanoshii fun; enjoyable adj

18 なに nani what noun

19 で de at; by means of (particle) noun

20 の no of (particle) noun
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Real Japanese Tip — Job Titles in Katakana

Because many modern jobs came from abroad, their names are katakana loanwords: エンジニア, プ

ログラマー, サポート. Traditional jobs tend to be hiragana or kanji (いしゃ, せんせい). A good rule:

if it sounds like English, it's probably katakana.

おしごと, おなまえ: The Polite お

You've now met the polite お several times: おなまえ (your name), おくに (your country), おしごと

(your job). Put お in front of nouns that belong to the person you're talking to, and never in front of

your own: you say しごとは エンジニアです about yourself, but おしごとは なんですか to someone

else.

かいしゃ Means More Than Company

かいしゃ is a company, but in everyday speech it also means "the office; work". かいしゃへ いきます

is "I go to work". And remember おつかれさまです from Chapter 1: it's what colleagues say to each

other all day, the soundtrack of the Japanese workplace.

Kanji Spotlight — 学 and 生

学 (gaku, mana(bu)) means study, learning, and 生 (sei, nama, i(kiru)) means life, birth, raw. 学生

(gakusei) is a student, literally "learning person", and 先生 (sensei) is a teacher, literally "one born

earlier". Two kanji, and you can already read two of this chapter's job words.

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. Ask someone politely what their job is.

Show answer

おしごとは なんですか。

2. Say "I'm an engineer / a student / a teacher".

Show answer
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エンジニアです。 · がくせいです。 · せんせいです。

3. Say "I work at a company in Edinburgh".

Show answer

エジンバラの かいしゃで はたらいています。

4. What does たいへんですね mean, and when do you say it?

Show answer

"That must be tough": a sympathetic reply when someone describes hard work.

5. Why do you say おしごと for someone else's job but しごと for your own?

Show answer

お is a polite prefix for things belonging to the person you're talking to; you don't use it for

your own.

6. Say "I study Japanese at home." (いえ = home)

Show answer

いえで にほんごを べんきょうしています。

Coming Up in Chapter 7

Days, dates and telling the time: the days of the week, months, the tricky day-of-the-month readings,

and the clock. Another three-part chapter.
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 7 · Days, Dates & Time

📅 Days, Dates & Time — ようび、ひづけ、じかん

This is the second three-part chapter, and it is the one with the most things to memorise: Part 1 covers

the days of the week and the months; Part 2 covers the days of the month (the tricky ones); Part 3

covers the clock. Learn one part at a time and use the dialogs to practise out loud. Romaji is shown

under every line of Japanese.

① Part 1 — What Day Is It Today? — きょう

は なんようび？

A:

きょうは なんようびですか。
Kyō wa nan'yōbi desu ka.

What day of the week is it today?

B:

きんようびです。

Kin'yōbi desu.

It's Friday.

A:

あしたは どようびですね。
Ashita wa doyōbi desu ne.

Tomorrow is Saturday, then.

B:

はい、そうです。

Hai, sō desu.

Yes, that's right.

② Part 1 — A Birthday — たんじょうび

A:

たんじょうびは いつですか。
Tanjōbi wa itsu desu ka.

When is your birthday?

B:

さんがつ みっかです。
Sangatsu mikka desu.

It's March the 3rd.

A:

もうすぐですね。

Mō sugu desu ne.

That's soon.

③ Part 2 — What Date Is It? — なんにち？

A:

④ Part 3 — What Time Is It? — いま なん

じ？

A:
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こんしゅうの きんようびは なんに

ちですか。

Konshū no kin'yōbi wa nannichi desu ka.

What date is this Friday?

B:

じゅうよっかです。

Jūyokka desu.

It's the 14th.

A:

ありがとうございます。

Arigatō gozaimasu.

Thank you.

すみません、いま なんじですか。
Sumimasen, ima nanji desu ka.

Excuse me, what time is it now?

B:

さんじ ごふんです。
Sanji gofun desu.

It's 3:05.

A:

ありがとうございます。

Arigatō gozaimasu.

Thank you.

⑤ Part 3 — A Meeting — かいぎ

A:

かいぎは なんじからですか。
Kaigi wa nanji kara desu ka.

From what time is the meeting?

B:

ごごの にじからです。
Gogo no niji kara desu.

From 2 p.m.

A:

なんじまでですか。

Nanji made desu ka.

Until what time?

B:

よじまでです。

Yoji made desu.

Until 4 o'clock.

⑥ Part 3 — Your Daily Routine — まいにち

A:

なんじに おきますか。
Nanji ni okimasu ka.

What time do you get up?

B:

しちじに おきます。
Shichiji ni okimasu.

I get up at seven.

A:

なんじに ねますか。
Nanji ni nemasu ka.

What time do you go to bed?

B:

じゅういちじはんに ねます。
Jūichiji han ni nemasu.

I go to bed at half past eleven.

① Part 1 — Days of the Week and Months — ようびと つき
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The seven days are named after the sun, the moon and the five elements. Each name ends in ようび.

DAY JAPANESE MEANING OF THE FIRST PART

Monday
げつようび

getsuyōbi
げつ = moon

Tuesday
かようび

kayōbi
か = fire

Wednesday
すいようび

suiyōbi
すい = water

Thursday
もくようび

mokuyōbi
もく = wood

Friday
きんようび

kin'yōbi
きん = gold; metal

Saturday
どようび

doyōbi
ど = earth; soil

Sunday
にちようび

nichiyōbi
にち = sun

what day?
なんようび

nan'yōbi

Months are easy: the number plus がつ. Just watch out for April, July and September.

MONTH JAPANESE NOTES

January
いちがつ

ichigatsu

February
にがつ

nigatsu
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MONTH JAPANESE NOTES

March
さんがつ

sangatsu

April
しがつ

shigatsu
し, not よん

May
ごがつ

gogatsu

June
ろくがつ

rokugatsu

July
しちがつ

shichigatsu
しち, not なな

August
はちがつ

hachigatsu

September
くがつ

kugatsu
く, not きゅう

October
じゅうがつ

jūgatsu

November
じゅういちがつ

jūichigatsu

December
じゅうにがつ

jūnigatsu

Words for Today, Tomorrow and Yesterday

きのう (kinō, yesterday) · きょう (kyō, today) · あした (ashita, tomorrow). And いつ (itsu) means

"when?".

② Part 2 — Days of the Month — ひづけ
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This is the trickiest part of Japanese counting: the first ten days (and a few others) have their own

names. From the 11th you just add にち, with the exceptions below. Learn them in small batches: 1 to

5, then 6 to 10.

DATE JAPANESE NOTES

1st
ついたち

tsuitachi
special

2nd
ふつか

futsuka
special

3rd
みっか

mikka
special

4th
よっか

yokka
special

5th
いつか

itsuka
special

6th
むいか

muika
special

7th
なのか

nanoka
special

8th
ようか

yōka
special

9th
ここのか

kokonoka
special

10th
とおか

tōka
special

11th
じゅういちにち

jūichinichi
number + にち from here
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DATE JAPANESE NOTES

14th
じゅうよっか

jūyokka
special again: 4 is よっか

20th
はつか

hatsuka
special

24th
にじゅうよっか

nijūyokka
special again: 4 is よっか

30th
さんじゅうにち

sanjūnichi

what date?
なんにち

nannichi

The Exceptions to Remember

1st–10th are special words. 14th (じゅうよっか) and 24th (にじゅうよっか) keep the special よっ

か. The 20th is はつか. All other days are number + にち: the 15th is じゅうごにち, the 28th is にじ

ゅうはちにち.

③ Part 3 — Telling the Time — じかん

Hours are the number plus じ. Watch for three special numbers: 4 is よじ, 7 is しちじ and 9 is くじ.

TIME JAPANESE NOTES

1:00
いちじ

ichiji

2:00
にじ

niji

3:00
さんじ

sanji
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TIME JAPANESE NOTES

4:00
よじ

yoji
よ, not よん or し

5:00
ごじ

goji

6:00
ろくじ

rokuji

7:00
しちじ

shichiji
しち, not なな

8:00
はちじ

hachiji

9:00
くじ

kuji
く, not きゅう

10:00
じゅうじ

jūji

11:00
じゅういちじ

jūichiji

12:00
じゅうにじ

jūniji

Minutes use ふん / ぷん (fun / pun). You met this change in Hiragana 2: ふん becomes ぷん after ん

and after small っ.

MINUTES JAPANESE NOTES

1
いっぷん

ippun

2
にふん

nifun
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MINUTES JAPANESE NOTES

3
さんぷん

sanpun

4
よんぷん

yonpun

5
ごふん

gofun

6
ろっぷん

roppun

7
ななふん

nanafun

8
はっぷん

happun

9
きゅうふん

kyūfun

10
じゅっぷん

juppun

30 / half past
はん / さんじゅっぷん
han / sanjuppun

はん is the usual way to say "half past"

A.M., P.M. and "Half Past"

ごぜん (gozen) is a.m. and ごご (gogo) is p.m., placed before the time: ごごさんじ is 3 p.m. はん

means "half": さんじはん is 3:30. And から (from) and まで (until) work with times: くじから ごじま

で, "from nine to five".

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし
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VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to get up (おきる)
おきます

okimasu

おきません

okimasen

おきました

okimashita

to sleep; to go to bed (ねる)
ねます

nemasu

ねません

nemasen

ねました

nemashita

to end; to finish (おわる)
おわります

owarimasu

おわりません

owarimasen

おわりました

owarimashita

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 ようび -yōbi day of the week noun

2 げつようび getsuyōbi Monday noun

3 かようび kayōbi Tuesday noun

4 すいようび suiyōbi Wednesday noun

5 もくようび mokuyōbi Thursday noun

6 きんようび kin'yōbi Friday noun

7 どようび doyōbi Saturday noun

8 にちようび nichiyōbi Sunday noun

9 がつ -gatsu month (counter) noun

10 にち -nichi day of the month (counter) noun

11 じ -ji o'clock noun
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

12 ふん / ぷん -fun / -pun minute noun

13 はん han half (past) noun

14 ごぜん gozen a.m.; morning noun

15 ごご gogo p.m.; afternoon noun

16 いま ima now noun

17 なんじ nanji what time noun

18 きょう kyō today noun

19 あした ashita tomorrow noun

20 きのう kinō yesterday noun

Real Japanese Tip — The Date Order

Dates in Japan go from biggest to smallest: year, then month, then day. So 3 March is さんがつ み

っか (March 3rd), not "the 3rd of March". Learn to read dates that way, since it affects every sign,

ticket and form.

24-Hour Clock on Timetables

In conversation Japanese people use the 12-hour clock with ごぜん and ごご, but train timetables,

TV listings and shop notices often use the 24-hour clock: じゅうさんじ is 1 p.m. (13:00). When in

doubt, count back from 12.

Why the Days Are Named That Way

The names come from the old Chinese idea of the seven heavenly bodies: the moon, fire (Mars),

water (Mercury), wood (Jupiter), metal (Venus), earth (Saturn) and the sun. English uses the same

idea for three of its days: Monday is the moon day, Saturday is Saturn's day and Sunday is the sun

day.
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Kanji Spotlight — 日 月 火 水 木 金 土

The seven days are written with the seven kanji: 日 (sun), 月 (moon), 火 (fire), 水 (water), 木 (wood),

金 (gold) and 土 (earth), each followed by 曜日 (yōbi, "day of the week"). Kanji for day of the week

go: 月曜日 (Monday) · 火曜日 (Tuesday) · 水曜日 · 木曜日 · 金曜日 · 土曜日 · 日曜日. Have a look at

each: 日 ▸ · 月 ▸ · 火 ▸ · 水 ▸ · 木 ▸ · 金 ▸ · 土 ▸ · 曜 ▸

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. Say the days of the week from Monday to Sunday.

Show answer

げつようび、かようび、すいようび、もくようび、きんようび、どようび、に

ちようび

2. Say "My birthday is March 3rd."

Show answer

たんじょうびは さんがつ みっかです。

3. Say "4:30", "7:00" and "9:15".

Show answer

よじはん · しちじ · くじ じゅうごふん

4. Ask what time it is, politely.

Show answer

すみません、いま なんじですか。

5. Say the 1st, the 14th and the 20th of the month.

Show answer

file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E6%97%A5.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E6%9C%88.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E7%81%AB.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E6%B0%B4.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E6%9C%A8.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E9%87%91.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E5%9C%9F.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E6%9B%9C.html
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ついたち · じゅうよっか · はつか

6. Say "I get up at seven and go to bed at half past eleven."

Show answer

しちじに おきます。じゅういちじはんに ねます。

Coming Up in Chapter 8

Ordering food and drink at a café: 〜を ください, 〜を おねがいします, the katakana menu words

(コーヒー, ケーキ, サンドイッチ …) and counting small things.
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 8 · Ordering Food & Drink at a Café

☕ Ordering Food & Drink at a Café — カフェで

Time for the café! This chapter teaches you to order, to choose between hot and iced, to say whether

you're eating here or taking away, and to pay and say thank you. Almost everything on a Japanese

café menu is katakana, so you can read it already. Romaji is shown under every line of Japanese.

① Ordering a Coffee — コーヒーを くださ
い

A:

いらっしゃいませ。

Irasshaimase.

Welcome.

B:

すみません。ホットコーヒーを ひ

とつ ください。
Sumimasen. Hotto kōhī o hitotsu kudasai.

Excuse me. One hot coffee, please.

A:

かしこまりました。

Kashikomarimashita.

Certainly.

② Two Things — コーヒーと ケーキ

B:

コーヒーと ケーキを おねがいしま

す。

Kōhī to kēki o onegai shimasu.

A coffee and a cake, please.

A:

コーヒーは ホットですか、アイス

ですか。

Kōhī wa hotto desu ka, aisu desu ka.

Hot or iced coffee?

B:

アイスです。

Aisu desu.

Iced.

③ For Here or Takeaway? — ここですか？

A:

ここですか、もちかえりですか。

Koko desu ka, mochikaeri desu ka.

Eating here, or taking away?

B:

ここです。

④ Anything Else? — ほかには？

A:

ほかには？

Hoka ni wa?

Anything else?

B:

いいえ、けっこうです。
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Koko desu.

Here.

Iie, kekkō desu.

No, that's fine, thank you.

⑤ Pointing at the Menu — これを ください

B:

すみません。これを ふたつ くださ

い。

Sumimasen. Kore o futatsu kudasai.

Excuse me. Two of these, please.

A:

はい。コーヒーを ふたつですね。
Hai. Kōhī o futatsu desu ne.

Yes. Two coffees, right?

B:

はい、そうです。

Hai, sō desu.

Yes, that's right.

⑥ Paying and Thanks — おかいけい

B:

すみません。おかいけいを おねが

いします。

Sumimasen. Okaikei o onegai shimasu.

Excuse me. The bill, please.

A:

はい。ありがとうございます。

Hai. Arigatō gozaimasu.

Yes. Thank you.

B:

ごちそうさまでした。おいしかった

です。

Gochisōsama deshita. Oishikatta desu.

Thank you for the meal. It was delicious.

🗝️ Key Phrases — たいせつな ひょうげん

SITUATION JAPANESE NOTES

Please give me …
〜を ください
… o kudasai

direct and polite when ordering

… please (softer)
〜を おねがいします
… o onegai shimasu

a little softer, very common

A and B
〜と 〜
… to …

と joins nouns: コーヒーと ケーキ
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SITUATION JAPANESE NOTES

This one, please
これを ください
kore o kudasai

point at the menu

Hot or iced?
ホットですか、アイスですか

hotto desu ka, aisu desu ka

Here or takeaway?
ここですか、もちかえりですか

koko desu ka, mochikaeri desu ka

No, that's fine
けっこうです

kekkō desu
a polite refusal

The bill, please
おかいけいを おねがいします
okaikei o onegai shimasu

or おかんじょうを…

It was delicious
おいしかったです

oishikatta desu
said after eating

☕ Drinks — のみもの

ITEM JAPANESE NOTES

coffee
コーヒー

kōhī
ホット (hot) or アイス (iced)

black tea
こうちゃ

kōcha
or ティー

green tea
おちゃ

ocha
often free in restaurants

juice
ジュース

jūsu

milk
ミルク

miruku
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ITEM JAPANESE NOTES

water
おみず

omizu
served free in most places

beer
ビール

bīru

🍰 Food — たべもの

Most café and restaurant food is borrowed from abroad, so you can read the menu: it's all katakana.

ITEM JAPANESE NOTES

cake
ケーキ

kēki

sandwich
サンドイッチ

sandoicchi

toast
トースト

tōsuto
often a thick slice at a Japanese café

hamburger
ハンバーガー

hanbāgā

pizza
ピザ

piza

pasta
パスタ

pasuta

salad
サラダ

sarada

ice cream
アイスクリーム

aisukurīmu
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🔢 Counting Small Things — 〜つ

For small items such as drinks and cakes, use the all-purpose counter 〜つ. These are the native

Japanese numbers, and they are irregular: learn 1 to 5 first.

NUMBER JAPANESE NOTES

1
ひとつ

hitotsu

2
ふたつ

futatsu

3
みっつ

mittsu

4
よっつ

yottsu

5
いつつ

itsutsu

6
むっつ

muttsu

7
ななつ

nanatsu

8
やっつ

yattsu

9
ここのつ

kokonotsu

10
とお

tō
no つ

how many?
いくつ

ikutsu
also used for age: おいくつ
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How to Order: Item + Number + ください

The pattern is: item を number ください. コーヒーを ひとつ ください (one coffee, please), ケーキ

を ふたつ おねがいします (two cakes, please). You can leave the number out for one: コーヒーを く

ださい.

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし

VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to eat (たべる)
たべます

tabemasu

たべません

tabemasen

たべました

tabemashita

to drink (のむ)
のみます

nomimasu

のみません

nomimasen

のみました

nomimashita

to order (ちゅうもんす
る)

ちゅうもんしま

す

chūmon shimasu

ちゅうもんしませ

ん

chūmon shimasen

ちゅうもんしまし

た

chūmon shimashita

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 ください kudasai please give me verb

2 おねがいします onegai shimasu please (request) phrase

3 と to and (between nouns) noun

4 ひとつ hitotsu one (thing) noun

5 ふたつ futatsu two (things) noun
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

6 これ kore this (one) noun

7 それ sore that (one) noun

8 メニュー menyū menu noun

9 コーヒー kōhī coffee noun

10 こうちゃ kōcha black tea noun

11 おみず omizu water noun

12 ケーキ kēki cake noun

13 サンドイッチ sandoicchi sandwich noun

14 ホット hotto hot (drink) adj

15 アイス aisu iced; ice adj

16 もちかえり mochikaeri takeaway noun

17 おかいけい okaikei the bill noun

18 おいしい oishii delicious adj

19 けっこうです kekkō desu no, thank you; that's fine phrase

20 ちゅうもん chūmon an order noun

Real Japanese Tip — No Tipping and Free Water

You don't tip in Japan: the price on the menu is what you pay. In most cafés and restaurants a glass

of water (おみず) or tea arrives free as soon as you sit down. And you often pay at the register (レ

ジ) on your way out, rather than at the table.

すみません Calls the Waiter
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In Japanese cafés there is no need to wait to catch someone's eye: you can say すみません in a clear

voice, or press the call button on the table (よびだしボタン), to ask for service. It's not rude: it is the

normal way to ask for something.

ください or おねがいします?

〜を ください means "please give me…" and is the standard way to order. 〜を おねがいします

means "I'd like… please" and is slightly softer. Both are fine, and you can use either at any café.

おいしい and ごちそうさまでした

おいしい is "delicious". Saying おいしかったです ("it was delicious") and ごちそうさまでした after

your meal is polite and always welcome.

Kanji Spotlight — 食 飲 水

食 (shoku, ta(beru)) means eat, food, and 飲 (in, no(mu)) means drink: in 食べます and 飲みます. 水

(sui, mizu) is water, as in お水. You'll see 食 on every restaurant sign. Have a look at them: 食 ▸ · 飲

▸ · 水 ▸

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. Order one hot coffee.

Show answer

ホットコーヒーを ひとつ ください。

2. Order a coffee and a cake.

Show answer

コーヒーと ケーキを おねがいします。

3. The waiter asks ここですか、もちかえりですか. How do you say "takeaway"?

file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E9%A3%9F.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E9%A3%B2.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E9%A3%B2.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E6%B0%B4.html
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Show answer

もちかえりです。

4. Ask for two of something on the menu.

Show answer

これを ふたつ ください。

5. Ask for the bill.

Show answer

おかいけいを おねがいします。

6. What do you say when you've finished your meal?

Show answer

ごちそうさまでした。おいしかったです。

Coming Up in Chapter 9

Shopping and prices: いくらですか ("how much is it?"), yen and big numbers (100, 1000, 10000), こ

れ / それ / あれ and trying things on.
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 9 · Shopping & Prices

🛍️ Shopping & Prices — かいもの

Shopping brings together several things you have already learned: numbers, katakana, polite requests

and pointing words. This chapter teaches you to ask the price, read yen amounts up to ten thousand,

talk about colour and size, and pay. Romaji is shown under every line of Japanese.

① How Much Is It? — いくらですか

A:

すみません。これは いくらです

か。

Sumimasen. Kore wa ikura desu ka.

Excuse me. How much is this?

B:

ごひゃくえんです。

Gohyaku-en desu.

It's 500 yen.

A:

ありがとうございます。

Arigatō gozaimasu.

Thank you.

② The Total — ぜんぶで

A:

ぜんぶで いくらですか。
Zenbu de ikura desu ka.

How much is it altogether?

B:

せんにひゃくえんです。

Sen nihyaku-en desu.

It's 1,200 yen.

③ A Bit Expensive — ちょっと たかい

A:

ちょっと たかいですね。
Chotto takai desu ne.

It's a bit expensive.

B:

では、こちらは どうですか。
Dewa, kochira wa dō desu ka.

④ Colours and Sizes — いろと サイズ

A:

ほかの いろは ありますか。
Hoka no iro wa arimasu ka.

Do you have other colours?

B:

はい、あかと あおが あります。
Hai, aka to ao ga arimasu.
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Well then, how about this one?

A:

これは やすいですね。これを くだ

さい。

Kore wa yasui desu ne. Kore o kudasai.

This one is cheap. I'll take this.

Yes, we have red and blue.

A:

エムサイズは ありますか。
Emu saizu wa arimasu ka.

Do you have a medium?

B:

はい、あります。

Hai, arimasu.

Yes, we do.

⑤ Paying by Card — カード

A:

カードは つかえますか。
Kādo wa tsukaemasu ka.

Can I use a card?

B:

はい、つかえます。

Hai, tsukaemasu.

Yes, you can.

A:

では、これを ください。
Dewa, kore o kudasai.

Then I'll take this.

⑥ Trying On and Bags — しちゃく

A:

これを しちゃくしても いいです

か。

Kore o shichaku shite mo ii desu ka.

May I try this on?

B:

はい、どうぞ。

Hai, dōzo.

Yes, please go ahead.

A:

ふくろは いりません。
Fukuro wa irimasen.

I don't need a bag.

B:

はい。ありがとうございます。

Hai. Arigatō gozaimasu.

Alright. Thank you.

🗝️ Key Phrases — たいせつな ひょうげん



Japanese Basic Conversation 1 · Page 77

SITUATION JAPANESE NOTES

How much is it?
いくらですか

ikura desu ka
これは いくらですか

How much altogether?
ぜんぶで いくらですか
zenbu de ikura desu ka

It's a bit expensive
ちょっと たかいですね
chotto takai desu ne

a gentle way to say it

It's cheap
やすいですね

yasui desu ne

Do you have other colours?
ほかの いろは ありますか
hoka no iro wa arimasu ka

Can I pay by card?
カードは つかえますか
kādo wa tsukaemasu ka

May I try this on?
しちゃくしても いいですか
shichaku shite mo ii desu ka

set phrase for now

I'll take this one
これを ください
kore o kudasai

I don't need a bag
ふくろは いりません
fukuro wa irimasen

👆 This, That and That Over There — これ、それ、あれ

Japanese has three "this/that" words, based on where the thing is: near you, near the other person, or

far from both.

WORD MEANING USE

これ

kore
this (near me) stands alone: これは いくらですか
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WORD MEANING USE

それ

sore
that (near you) stands alone

あれ

are
that over there stands alone

この

kono
this … goes before a noun: この かばん

その

sono
that … goes before a noun

あの

ano
that … over there goes before a noun

💴 Yen and Big Numbers — えんと おおきい かず

The Japanese currency is the 円 (えん, yen). Prices are the number plus えん: ごひゃくえん is 500 yen.

Learn the hundreds, then the thousands, then the ten-thousands: the sound changes for 3, 6 and 8 are

the same pattern you met in Hiragana 3.

NUMBER JAPANESE NOTES

100
ひゃく

hyaku

300
さんびゃく

sanbyaku
changes

600
ろっぴゃく

roppyaku
changes

800
はっぴゃく

happyaku
changes
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NUMBER JAPANESE NOTES

1,000
せん

sen

2,000
にせん

nisen

3,000
さんぜん

sanzen
changes: ぜん

4,000
よんせん

yonsen

5,000
ごせん

gosen

6,000
ろくせん

rokusen

7,000
ななせん

nanasen

8,000
はっせん

hassen
changes: small っ

9,000
きゅうせん

kyūsen

10,000
いちまん

ichiman
まん: ten thousand; you must say いち

20,000
にまん

niman

Reading a Price
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Say each part in order: 1,580 yen is せん ごひゃく はちじゅう えん (sen gohyaku hachijū en): one

thousand, five hundred, eighty yen. Notice that 1,000 is just せん, but 10,000 is いちまん: you can't

leave out the いち before まん.

🎨 Colours and Sizes — いろと サイズ

COLOUR JAPANESE NOTES

red
あか

aka

blue
あお

ao

white
しろ

shiro

black
くろ

kuro

yellow
きいろ

kiiro

green
みどり

midori

pink
ピンク

pinku
katakana

SIZE JAPANESE NOTES

small (S)
エス / ちいさい
esu / chiisai

medium (M)
エム

emu
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SIZE JAPANESE NOTES

large (L)
エル / おおきい
eru / ōkii

long
ながい

nagai

short
みじかい

mijikai

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし

VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to buy (かう)
かいます

kaimasu

かいません

kaimasen

かいました

kaimashita

to look; to see (みる)
みます

mimasu

みません

mimasen

みました

mimashita

to use (つかう)
つかいます

tsukaimasu

つかいません

tsukaimasen

つかいました

tsukaimashita

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 いくら ikura how much noun

2 えん en yen noun

3 ぜんぶで zenbu de altogether noun
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

4 たかい takai expensive; tall adj

5 やすい yasui cheap adj

6 おおきい ōkii big adj

7 ちいさい chiisai small adj

8 いろ iro colour noun

9 あか aka red noun

10 あお ao blue noun

11 しろ shiro white noun

12 くろ kuro black noun

13 あれ are that over there noun

14 あの ano that … over there noun

15 カード kādo card noun

16 ふくろ fukuro bag noun

17 おつり otsuri change (money) noun

18 しちゃく shichaku trying on noun

19 かいます kaimasu to buy verb

20 つかいます tsukaimasu to use verb

Real Japanese Tip — Tax Included? ぜいこみ and ぜいぬき

Look for ぜいこみ (tax included) and ぜいぬき (tax not included) on price tags, because in Japan a

shelf price is often shown in both ways. If a tag shows two prices, the one marked ぜいこみ is what
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you actually pay.

Money on the Tray

In many Japanese shops the cashier will point to a small tray (トレー) beside the register. Put your

money on it rather than handing it over: it's polite, it avoids touching hands, and you'll get your おつ

り (change) back on the same tray. And since 2020 you normally pay a few yen for a carrier bag,

which is why ふくろは いりません ("no bag, thanks") is a very useful phrase.

Cards, Points and Cash

Cards are accepted in most big shops, but small shops and many restaurants still prefer cash, so

carry some. You may be asked ポイントカードは ありますか ("do you have a points card?"): just say

いいえ.

Kanji Spotlight — 円 千 万

円 (en) is the yen, and also means round: a yen coin is round. 千 (sen) is thousand and 万 (man) is

ten thousand. Prices on shop signs are often written with these: 千円 is 1,000 yen and 一万円 is

10,000 yen. Together with 百 (hyaku, hundred), they make up almost every price you'll see.

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. Ask how much something costs.

Show answer

これは いくらですか。

2. Say these prices: 500 yen, 1,000 yen, 3,000 yen, 10,000 yen.

Show answer

ごひゃくえん · せんえん · さんぜんえん · いちまんえん
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3. Say "1,580 yen" in Japanese.

Show answer

せんごひゃくはちじゅうえん

4. You think something is a bit expensive. What do you say?

Show answer

ちょっと たかいですね。

5. Ask if the shop has the same thing in another colour.

Show answer

ほかの いろは ありますか。

6. Ask if you can pay by card, and refuse a bag.

Show answer

カードは つかえますか。 · ふくろは いりません。

Coming Up in Chapter 10

Asking for directions: 〜は どこですか, ひだり / みぎ / まっすぐ, ここ / そこ / あそこ and

landmarks. A very practical chapter for any trip.
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 10 · Asking for Directions

🧭 Asking for Directions — みちを きく

This is one of the most practical chapters of the course. You'll learn to ask where something is, to

understand the simple directions you're given, and to say that you're lost. Romaji is shown under every

line of Japanese.

① Where Is the Station? — えきは どこ？

A:

すみません、えきは どこですか。
Sumimasen, eki wa doko desu ka.

Excuse me, where is the station?

B:

あそこです。

Asoko desu.

Over there.

A:

ありがとうございます。

Arigatō gozaimasu.

Thank you.

② Straight, Then Right — まっすぐ、みぎ

A:

すみません、ゆうびんきょくは ど

こですか。

Sumimasen, yūbinkyoku wa doko desu ka.

Excuse me, where is the post office?

B:

まっすぐ いって、みぎに まがって

ください。

Massugu itte, migi ni magatte kudasai.

Go straight, then turn right, please.

A:

まっすぐ、みぎ、ですね。

Massugu, migi, desu ne.

Straight, then right, correct?

B:

はい、そうです。

Hai, sō desu.

Yes, that's right.

③ Near or Far? — ちかいですか

A:

④ Next to the Convenience Store — となり

A:

トイレは どこですか。
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ここから ちかいですか、とおいで

すか。

Koko kara chikai desu ka, tōi desu ka.

Is it near or far from here?

B:

ちかいです。あるいて ごふんです。
Chikai desu. Aruite gofun desu.

It's near. Five minutes on foot.

Toire wa doko desu ka.

Where is the toilet?

B:

コンビニの となりです。
Konbini no tonari desu.

Next to the convenience store.

A:

ありがとうございます。

Arigatō gozaimasu.

Thank you.

⑤ I'm Lost — みちが わかりません

A:

すみません。みちが わかりませ

ん。

Sumimasen. Michi ga wakarimasen.

Excuse me. I don't know the way.

B:

どこに いきたいですか。
Doko ni ikitai desu ka.

Where do you want to go?

A:

えきに いきたいです。
Eki ni ikitai desu.

I want to go to the station.

B:

こちらです。

Kochira desu.

This way.

⑥ On the Left — ひだりがわ

A:

ホテルは どこですか。
Hoteru wa doko desu ka.

Where is the hotel?

B:

ひだりがわです。ぎんこうの まえで

す。

Hidarigawa desu. Ginkō no mae desu.

On the left side. In front of the bank.

A:

わかりました。ありがとうございま

す。

Wakarimashita. Arigatō gozaimasu.

I understand. Thank you.

🗝️ Key Phrases — たいせつな ひょうげん
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SITUATION JAPANESE NOTES

Where is …?
〜は どこですか
… wa doko desu ka

えきは どこですか

Go straight, please
まっすぐ いって ください
massugu itte kudasai

set phrase for now

Turn right / left, please
みぎ / ひだりに まがって ください
migi / hidari ni magatte kudasai

set phrase for now

Is it near or far?
ちかいですか、とおいですか

chikai desu ka, tōi desu ka

Five minutes on foot
あるいて ごふんです
aruite gofun desu

I don't know the way
みちが わかりません
michi ga wakarimasen

I want to go to …
〜に いきたいです
… ni ikitai desu

set phrase for now

It's on the left / right side
ひだりがわ / みぎがわです
hidarigawa / migigawa desu

📍 Here, There and Over There — ここ、そこ、あそこ

The same three-way pattern as これ / それ / あれ in the last chapter, now for places.

PLACE WORD MEANING POLITE VERSION

ここ

koko
here (near me)

こちら

kochira

そこ

soko
there (near you)

そちら

sochira
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PLACE WORD MEANING POLITE VERSION

あそこ

asoko
over there

あちら

achira

どこ

doko
where?

どちら

dochira

🧭 Directions and Positions — ほうこうと いち

DIRECTION / POSITION JAPANESE NOTES

left
ひだり

hidari

right
みぎ

migi

straight on
まっすぐ

massugu

next to
となり

tonari
コンビニの となり

in front of
まえ

mae

behind
うしろ

ushiro

inside
なか

naka

above / on
うえ

ue

below / under
した

shita
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DIRECTION / POSITION JAPANESE NOTES

corner
かど

kado
つぎの かど = the next corner

🏙️ Places You Will Look For — ばしょ

PLACE JAPANESE NOTES

station
えき

eki

post office
ゆうびんきょく

yūbinkyoku

bank
ぎんこう

ginkō

park
こうえん

kōen

convenience store
コンビニ

konbini

bus stop
バスてい

basutei

traffic light
しんごう

shingō

police box
こうばん

kōban
a good place to ask the way

hospital
びょういん

byōin

toilet
トイレ

toire
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Pattern: [Landmark] の + [Position]

To say where something is, put the landmark first, then の, then the position word: コンビニの とな

り ("next to the convenience store"), ぎんこうの まえ ("in front of the bank"), えきの うしろ

("behind the station"). Then add です.

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし

VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to turn (まがる)
まがります

magarimasu

まがりません

magarimasen

まがりました

magarimashita

to cross (わたる)
わたります

watarimasu

わたりません

watarimasen

わたりました

watarimashita

to walk (あるく)
あるきます

arukimasu

あるきません

arukimasen

あるきました

arukimashita

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 ここ koko here noun

2 そこ soko there noun

3 あそこ asoko over there noun

4 ひだり hidari left noun

5 みぎ migi right noun

6 まっすぐ massugu straight on adj
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

7 まがります magarimasu to turn verb

8 わたります watarimasu to cross verb

9 えき eki station noun

10 ゆうびんきょく yūbinkyoku post office noun

11 ぎんこう ginkō bank noun

12 こうえん kōen park noun

13 バスてい basutei bus stop noun

14 しんごう shingō traffic light noun

15 かど kado corner noun

16 となり tonari next to noun

17 まえ mae in front of; before noun

18 うしろ ushiro behind noun

19 ちかい chikai near adj

20 とおい tōi far adj

Real Japanese Tip — Ask at the こうばん

Japan has little police boxes called こうばん on almost every neighbourhood corner, and the officers

inside are very used to helping lost people and visitors. If you cannot find your way, find a こうばん:

they will draw you a map or point you in the right direction.

Addresses and Landmarks

Most Japanese streets have no names: addresses are by district and block number. So directions

are given by landmarks (ぎんこうの まえ, コンビニの となり) and turns (みぎ, ひだり). That is
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why the position words in this chapter matter so much.

Traffic Drives on the Left

Traffic in Japan drives on the left, as in the UK, so you'll feel at home as a pedestrian from Scotland:

look right first when you cross the road. Some crossings also play a short tune or chirp from the しん

ごう (traffic light) when it is safe to cross.

こちら, そちら, あちら

こちら, そちら and あちら are the polite versions of ここ, そこ and あそこ. A shop assistant will say

こちらです ("this way, please") as they guide you.

Kanji Spotlight — 上 下 前 後

上 (ue, jō) is above and 下 (shita, ka) is below: easy to read, since one has the line above and the

other below. 前 (mae, zen) is before, in front and 後 (ushiro, go) is behind, after. Together they give

position words such as 駅の前 (in front of the station). Have a look at each: 上 ▸ · 下 ▸ · 前 ▸ · 後 ▸.

You'll also meet 右 (migi, right) and 左 (hidari, left) on signs.

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. Ask where the station is.

Show answer

えきは どこですか。

2. Say "The post office is next to the bank."

Show answer

ゆうびんきょくは ぎんこうの となりです。

3. Tell someone to go straight and turn left.

file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E4%B8%8A.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E4%B8%8B.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E5%89%8D.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E5%BE%8C.html
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Show answer

まっすぐ いって、ひだりに まがって ください。

4. Say you don't know the way and want to go to the hotel.

Show answer

みちが わかりません。ホテルに いきたいです。

5. Where do you go if you are lost in Japan?

Show answer

The こうばん (police box).

6. What does こちらです mean when a shop assistant says it?

Show answer

"This way, please."

Coming Up in Chapter 11

Booking a hotel: よやく (reservation), saying how many nights and people, check-in and check-out,

and the polite phrases that hotel staff use.
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 11 · Booking a Hotel

🏨 Booking a Hotel — ホテルの よやく

Hotels are where you will use almost everything from this course: numbers, dates, katakana, polite

requests and your name. This chapter covers booking a room, checking in, breakfast, check-out and

reporting a problem. Romaji is shown under every line of Japanese.

① A Phone Reservation — でんわで よやく

A:

もしもし。よやくを おねがいしま

す。

Moshi moshi. Yoyaku o onegai shimasu.

Hello. I'd like to make a reservation.

B:

はい。いつですか。

Hai. Itsu desu ka.

Yes. When?

A:

じゅうにがつ にじゅうよっかから

さんぱくです。

Jūnigatsu nijūyokka kara sanpaku desu.

From 24 December, three nights.

B:

なんにんですか。

Nannin desu ka.

How many people?

A:

ふたりです。

Futari desu.

Two.

② Which Room? — へやの タイプ

A:

シングルですか、ツインですか。

Shinguru desu ka, tsuin desu ka.

Single or twin?

B:

ツインを おねがいします。
Tsuin o onegai shimasu.

A twin, please.

A:

かしこまりました。

Kashikomarimashita.

Certainly.
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③ Checking In — チェックイン

A:

いらっしゃいませ。

Irasshaimase.

Welcome.

B:

チェックインを おねがいします。
Chekkuin o onegai shimasu.

Check-in, please.

A:

おなまえを おねがいします。
Onamae o onegai shimasu.

Your name, please.

B:

オストロモクです。

Osutoromoku desu.

Ostromok.

A:

オストロモクさまですね。パスポー

トを みせて ください。
Osutoromoku-sama desu ne. Pasupōto o misete

kudasai.

Mr Ostromok. Your passport, please.

B:

はい、どうぞ。

Hai, dōzo.

Here you are.

④ Breakfast and Wi-Fi — あさごはんと ワイ

ファイ

A:

あさごはんは なんじからですか。
Asagohan wa nanji kara desu ka.

From what time is breakfast?

B:

しちじから じゅうじまでです。
Shichiji kara jūji made desu.

From 7 to 10.

A:

ワイファイは ありますか。
Waifai wa arimasu ka.

Is there Wi-Fi?

B:

はい、あります。

Hai, arimasu.

Yes, there is.

⑤ Checking Out — チェックアウト

A:

チェックアウトは なんじですか。
Chekkuauto wa nanji desu ka.

What time is check-out?

⑥ A Problem — シャワーが つかえません

A:

すみません。シャワーが つかえま

せん。
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B:

じゅうじです。

Jūji desu.

Ten o'clock.

A:

にもつを あずかって ください。
Nimotsu o azukatte kudasai.

Please keep my luggage.

B:

はい、かしこまりました。

Hai, kashikomarimashita.

Yes, certainly.

Sumimasen. Shawā ga tsukaemasen.

Excuse me. The shower doesn't work.

B:

たいへん しつれいしました。すぐ

に いきます。
Taihen shitsurei shimashita. Sugu ni ikimasu.

I'm very sorry. I'll come right away.

🗝️ Key Phrases — たいせつな ひょうげん

SITUATION JAPANESE NOTES

I'd like to make a reservation
よやくを おねがいします
yoyaku o onegai shimasu

Three nights
さんぱくです

sanpaku desu
see the nights table

For two people
ふたりです

futari desu

A twin room, please
ツインを おねがいします
tsuin o onegai shimasu

Check-in, please
チェックインを おねがいします
chekkuin o onegai shimasu

Your passport, please
パスポートを みせて ください
pasupōto o misete kudasai

what the clerk will ask
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SITUATION JAPANESE NOTES

From what time is breakfast?
あさごはんは なんじからですか
asagohan wa nanji kara desu ka

Is there Wi-Fi?
ワイファイは ありますか
waifai wa arimasu ka

Please keep my luggage
にもつを あずかって ください
nimotsu o azukatte kudasai

set phrase for now

🛏️ Room Types — へやの しゅるい

ROOM TYPE JAPANESE NOTES

single room
シングル

shinguru

twin room (two beds)
ツイン

tsuin

double room
ダブル

daburu

Japanese-style room (tatami)
わしつ

washitsu
futon on tatami

Western-style room
ようしつ

yōshitsu
with a bed

🌙 Counting Nights — 〜はく

Nights are counted with はく, and it changes sound at 1, 3, 6, 8 and 10: the same family of changes as

the hundreds you've already met.
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NIGHTS JAPANESE NOTES

1
いっぱく

ippaku
changes

2
にはく

nihaku

3
さんぱく

sanpaku
changes

4
よんはく

yonhaku

5
ごはく

gohaku

6
ろっぱく

roppaku
changes

7
ななはく

nanahaku

8
はっぱく

happaku
changes

10
じゅっぱく

juppaku
changes

how many nights?
なんぱく

nanpaku

🏨 Hotel Words — ホテルの ことば

WORD JAPANESE NOTES

reservation
よやく

yoyaku
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WORD JAPANESE NOTES

room
へや

heya

check-in
チェックイン

chekkuin

check-out
チェックアウト

chekkuauto

breakfast
あさごはん

asagohan

passport
パスポート

pasupōto

luggage
にもつ

nimotsu

key
かぎ

kagi
often a card key: カードキー

lobby
ロビー

robī

bath
おふろ

ofuro
だいよくじょう = the big public bath

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし

VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to stay overnight (とまる)
とまります

tomarimasu

とまりません

tomarimasen

とまりました

tomarimashita

to reserve (よやくする)
よやくします

yoyaku shimasu

よやくしません

yoyaku shimasen

よやくしました

yoyaku shimashita
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VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to forget (わすれる)
わすれます

wasuremasu

わすれません

wasuremasen

わすれました

wasuremashita

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 よやく yoyaku reservation; booking noun

2 へや heya room noun

3 シングル shinguru single room noun

4 ツイン tsuin twin room noun

5 ダブル daburu double room noun

6 チェックイン chekkuin check-in noun

7 チェックアウト chekkuauto check-out noun

8 あさごはん asagohan breakfast noun

9 パスポート pasupōto passport noun

10 ワイファイ waifai Wi-Fi noun

11 にもつ nimotsu luggage noun

12 はく -haku / -paku nights (counter) noun

13 ねだん nedan price noun

14 おふろ ofuro bath noun
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

15 かぎ kagi key noun

16 ロビー robī lobby noun

17 とまります tomarimasu to stay overnight verb

18 よやくします yoyaku shimasu to reserve verb

19 わすれます wasuremasu to forget verb

20 しつれいしました shitsurei shimashita I'm sorry; excuse me (past) phrase

Real Japanese Tip — Polite Hotel Speech

Hotel staff speak the most polite Japanese you will hear. You'll meet かしこまりました ("certainly"),

しつれいしました ("I apologise") and 〜さま after your name. You don't need to use the same level:

〜を おねがいします and ありがとうございます are always right.

ホテル, ビジネスホテル and りょかん

A ホテル is a Western-style hotel; a ビジネスホテル is a small, cheap, efficient one, popular with

workers and visitors; and a りょかん is a traditional inn (you met the word in Hiragana 3) with

tatami rooms, futons and often a hot-spring bath. A night in a りょかん is a classic Japan experience.

Luggage Forwarding: たくはいびん

Japan has a famous luggage-forwarding service called たくはいびん. You can send your suitcase

ahead to your next hotel, or to the airport, and travel with a small bag. Ask the front desk: it's cheap,

reliable, and loved by travellers on the train.

Check-In and Check-Out Times

Check-in is usually in the afternoon and check-out in the late morning, often around じゅうじ to じ

ゅういちじ, so ask チェックアウトは なんじですか on arrival. If you arrive early, you can leave your

bags: にもつを あずかって ください.
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Kanji Spotlight — 朝 夜 家

朝 (asa, chō) means morning, and 夜 (yoru, ya) means night. 家 (ie, ka) means house, home. A hotel

sign for breakfast reads 朝食 (chōshoku),. Have a look: 朝 ▸ · 夜 ▸ · 家 ▸

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. Say you'd like to make a reservation.

Show answer

よやくを おねがいします。

2. Say "Two people, three nights, a twin room, please."

Show answer

ふたりです。さんぱくです。ツインを おねがいします。

3. The clerk says パスポートを みせて ください. What do you do?

Show answer

Show your passport, and say はい、どうぞ ("Here you are").

4. Ask what time check-out is.

Show answer

チェックアウトは なんじですか。

5. Ask the hotel to keep your luggage.

Show answer

にもつを あずかって ください。

6. Say that the shower doesn't work.

file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E6%9C%9D.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E5%A4%9C.html
file:///C:/resources/japanese/kanji/kanji_%E5%AE%B6.html
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Show answer

シャワーが つかえません。

Coming Up in Chapter 12

The final chapter: getting around by train and bus: きっぷ (ticket), 〜ばんせん (platform), 〜いき

(bound for), IC cards, and a Course Complete recap.
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Japanese Basic Conversation 1
Chapter 12 · Trains, Buses & Tickets

🚆 Getting Around: Trains, Buses & Tickets — のりもの

The last chapter of the course takes you onto the trains and buses: buying a ticket, finding the right

platform, asking about the next train, changing and getting off, and using an IC card. It finishes with a

Course Complete recap of the whole course. Romaji is shown under every line of Japanese.

① Buying a Ticket — きっぷを かう

A:

すみません。とうきょうまで ひと

つ ください。
Sumimasen. Tōkyō made hitotsu kudasai.

Excuse me. One ticket to Tokyo, please.

B:

かたみちですか、おうふくですか。

Katamichi desu ka, ōfuku desu ka.

One way or return?

A:

かたみちです。

Katamichi desu.

One way.

B:

せんごひゃくえんです。

Sen gohyaku-en desu.

That's 1,500 yen.

② Which Platform? — なんばんせん？

A:

とうきょういきは なんばんせんで

すか。

Tōkyō-iki wa nanbansen desu ka.

Which platform is the train for Tokyo?

B:

さんばんせんです。

Sanbansen desu.

Platform 3.

A:

ありがとうございます。

Arigatō gozaimasu.

Thank you.

③ The Next Train — つぎの でんしゃ

A:

つぎの でんしゃは なんじですか。
Tsugi no densha wa nanji desu ka.

④ Changing Trains — のりかえ

A:

おおさかまで いきたいです。
Ōsaka made ikitai desu.
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What time is the next train?

B:

じゅうじ じゅうごふんです。
Jūji jūgofun desu.

10:15.

A:

すぐですね。

Sugu desu ne.

That's soon.

I want to go to Osaka.

B:

とうきょうで のりかえて くださ

い。

Tōkyō de norikaete kudasai.

Please change at Tokyo.

A:

わかりました。ありがとうございま

す。

Wakarimashita. Arigatō gozaimasu.

I understand. Thank you.

⑤ Which Stop? — つぎは どこ？

A:

つぎは どこですか。
Tsugi wa doko desu ka.

Where is the next stop?

B:

つぎは しぶやです。
Tsugi wa Shibuya desu.

The next stop is Shibuya.

A:

ここで おります。
Koko de orimasu.

I'll get off here.

⑥ Topping Up an IC Card — チャージ

A:

アイシーカードに チャージを おね

がいします。

Aishī kādo ni chājī o onegai shimasu.

Please top up my IC card.

B:

いくらですか。

Ikura desu ka.

How much?

A:

せんえんを おねがいします。
Sen-en o onegai shimasu.

1,000 yen, please.

🗝️ Key Phrases — たいせつな ひょうげん
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SITUATION JAPANESE NOTES

A ticket to …, please
〜まで ください
… made kudasai

まで = as far as;
to

One way / return
かたみち / おうふく
katamichi / ōfuku

Which platform for …?
〜いきは なんばんせんですか
… iki wa nanbansen desu ka

いき = bound for

What time is the next
train?

つぎの でんしゃは なんじですか
tsugi no densha wa nanji desu ka

Please change at …
〜で のりかえて ください
… de norikaete kudasai

set phrase for

now

Where is the next stop?
つぎは どこですか
tsugi wa doko desu ka

I'll get off here
ここで おります
koko de orimasu

Please top up my IC card

アイシーカードに チャージを おねがいし

ます

aishī kādo ni chājī o onegai shimasu

🚆 Transport Words — のりもの

WORD JAPANESE NOTES

train
でんしゃ

densha

bullet train
しんかんせん

shinkansen
lit. "new trunk line"
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WORD JAPANESE NOTES

subway
ちかてつ

chikatetsu

bus
バス

basu

taxi
タクシー

takushī

platform
ホーム

hōmu
〜ばんせん = platform number

ticket
きっぷ

kippu

ticket gate
かいさつ

kaisatsu
where you tap or insert your ticket

exit
でぐち

deguchi
from Hiragana 2

IC card
アイシーカード

aishī kādo
スイカ (Suica), パスモ (PASMO)

🔢 Platform Numbers — 〜ばんせん

Platforms are numbered with ばんせん. Notice that 4 is よん here: よんばんせん.

PLATFORM JAPANESE NOTES

1
いちばんせん

ichibansen

2
にばんせん

nibansen
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PLATFORM JAPANESE NOTES

3
さんばんせん

sanbansen

4
よんばんせん

yonbansen

5
ごばんせん

gobansen

6
ろくばんせん

rokubansen

7
ななばんせん

nanabansen

8
はちばんせん

hachibansen

9
きゅうばんせん

kyūbansen

10
じゅうばんせん

jūbansen

which?
なんばんせん

nanbansen

🔤 Three More Verbs — どうし

VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to ride; to board (のる)
のります

norimasu

のりません

norimasen

のりました

norimashita

to get off (おりる)
おります

orimasu

おりません

orimasen

おりました

orimashita
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VERB PRESENT (POLITE) NEGATIVE PAST

to change trains (のりかえる)
のりかえます

norikaemasu

のりかえません

norikaemasen

のりかえました

norikaemashita

📖 Vocabulary — ごい

20 key words. Read the Japanese first, then check the romaji.

# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

1 きっぷ kippu ticket noun

2 でんしゃ densha train noun

3 しんかんせん shinkansen bullet train noun

4 ちかてつ chikatetsu subway; metro noun

5 バス basu bus noun

6 タクシー takushī taxi noun

7 ホーム hōmu platform noun

8 ばんせん -bansen platform number noun

9 いき -iki bound for noun

10 のりかえ norikae transfer; change noun

11 かたみち katamichi one way noun

12 おうふく ōfuku return; round trip noun

13 おとな otona adult noun

14 かいさつ kaisatsu ticket gate noun
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# JAPANESE ROMAJI ENGLISH TYPE

15 アイシーカード aishī kādo IC card noun

16 チャージ chājī top-up; charge noun

17 のります norimasu to ride; to board verb

18 おります orimasu to get off verb

19 のりかえます norikaemasu to change trains verb

20 つぎ tsugi next noun

Real Japanese Tip — The IC Card Is Your Friend

An IC card (スイカ in Tokyo, パスモ, イコカ and others) is a rechargeable card that works on trains,

buses, subways and even in shops and vending machines almost everywhere in Japan. Buy one at a

ticket machine, チャージ it with cash, and tap it on the gate. No need to work out the fare.

Punctual and Quiet

Japanese trains are famously punctual, so the times you are told are the times you'll get. On board

it is polite to keep quiet, to put your phone on silent (マナーモード) and not to take calls. The しゅう

でん (last train) leaves around midnight, so check it when you go out for the evening.

いき and ゆき

〜いき and 〜ゆき both mean "bound for": とうきょういき and とうきょうゆき are the same. You'll

see both on signs and announcements.

Reserved and Unreserved Seats

On the Shinkansen and limited-express trains you can choose していせき (reserved seats) or じゆう

せき (unreserved, first-come). Reserved seats are safer in busy seasons: ask していせきを おねがい

します.
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Kanji Spotlight — 出 入 口

出 (de(ru), shutsu) means go out, 入 (hai(ru), nyū) means enter, and 口 (kuchi, guchi) means mouth,

opening. Together: 出口 (deguchi, exit) and 入口 (iriguchi, entrance), the signs you will see in every

station and building. You've already read でぐち and いりぐち in hiragana: now you can spot them in

kanji too.

✍️ Try It Yourself — れんしゅう

Say each answer out loud first, then click to check.

1. Ask for a one-way ticket to Tokyo.

Show answer

とうきょうまで ひとつ ください。かたみちです。

2. Ask which platform the train for Osaka leaves from.

Show answer

おおさかいきは なんばんせんですか。

3. Ask when the next train is.

Show answer

つぎの でんしゃは なんじですか。

4. What do you say to show you are getting off at this station?

Show answer

ここで おります。

5. What is an IC card, and what do you ask to add money?

Show answer

A rechargeable card for transport and shops. チャージを おねがいします。
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6. What does ばんせん count?

Show answer

Platform numbers: いちばんせん (platform 1), にばんせん (platform 2) …

🎓 Course Complete — おめでとう！

You have finished Japanese Basic Conversation 1. In twelve chapters you went from reading kana to

handling the main situations of a first trip to Japan. Here is the whole journey.

CHAPTER TOPIC YOU CAN NOW…

1 Greetings & Goodbyes
You can now greet, thank, apologise and say goodbye
politely.

2 Introducing Yourself
You can now say your name, ask someone's, and use さ
ん.

3
Numbers, Age & Contact
Details

You can now count to 100, say your age and phone
number.

4 Countries & Nationalities
You can now say where you come from and what you

speak.

5 Talking About Your Family
You can now describe your family and ask about
others'.

6 Talking About Your Job You can now say what you do and where you work.

7 Days, Dates & Time You can now say the day, date and time.

8 Ordering at a Café You can now order food and drink and pay.

9 Shopping & Prices You can now ask prices and read yen amounts.

10 Asking for Directions You can now ask the way and understand directions.

11 Booking a Hotel You can now book and check into a hotel.

12 Trains, Buses & Tickets You can now buy tickets and find your platform.
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What Next?

You have finished Japanese Basic Conversation 1. Next steps: the kanji courses, which build

on the kanji spotlights in this course, and a future Japanese Basic Conversation 2, which moves

on to routines, plans, the past and opinions.


