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¢ Combined SoundsI — F%» T F

¥ The Rule — #5&

kya kyu kyo

"kya" in one beat, like the "kyu" in one beat, like cue "kyo" in one beat, like the

start of Kyoto with an "ah" start of Kyoto

Memory hook: kyu, the sound
Memory hook: kya!, the of something adorable. & + Memory hook: kyo in Kyoto.
startled cry in a manga. & + small . E +small &.

small .
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gya gyu gyo

"gya" in one beat, a hard g “gyu” in one beat "gyo" in one beat

plus "ya"

Memory hook: gyu in Memory hook: gyo in gyodza.

Memory hook: gya!, a scream. gyuniku, beef. & + small ©. T +small &.

=T + small %.

Size decides: F % (small %) is one beat, kya. FX2 (full-size %) is two beats, ki-ya. Say them out
loud and tap: & % is one tap, & *° is two. The same goes for ¥ /K and & /K.

Combined sounds are very often followed by 3, which makes a long vowel: &5 =long o (& &£ 5

=kyo) and ¥ 5 =longu (& 5 D = kyuri). Notice the macron in the romaji: Kyoto, gyoza,
gyuniku.

M Read It — New Words
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kyo today

Kyoto Kyoto

kyaku guest; customer

kydshitsu classroom

brothers and sisters;
kyodai .
siblings
kyonen last year
gyaniku
gyoza gyoza (dumplings)

kyari cucumber

gyaku opposite; reverse

& & S (today) is one of the most useful words for a beginner. & & 3 {& LW TA EF TY means "It's
nice weather today": & & 5 (today) + /& (as for) + ()0 (good) + TA & (weather) + T~ You can

already read every character in it.

3:575\% Z_k /1/ (mother) - 3:5 (\:_ 5 Z_k /U (father) - -t_:'.-/b-t_:’.- L\ (teacher) - Eb D 7‘.')\\\ (\:.
D (thankyou) - B H T L) pig) - & H L (fan).
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# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. How many beats are in 3 %2, and how many in 3’ )P?
& %: one (kya). & *°: two (ki-ya).
2. What does the small ® ®w & do?

It joins the character before it (an L)-row character) into one combined sound: & + % =

kya.

3. Read aloud and translate: E_E X D . 3 ES 2K 3 ° <

kyo (today) - Kyoto (Kyoto) - kyaku (guest)

4. Read aloud and translate: E_X' (@) 5 ‘: < . E_X'JZ 5 f_f f_“r b 5 D

gyuniku (beef) - gyoza (gyoza) - kyuri (cucumber)

5. What is the sound of &~ > at the end of a word like f‘_& K D2
Along o: kyo (kyo + a long o).

6. Write in hiragana: kyo - kyodai - gyoza (check the small &).
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The same rule on two morerows: L% L L& and L% Uw U &. You'llbeabletoread L+ L
A (photo), L wd (hobby) and L & 5 ¢ (skilled).
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