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% Long Vowels — Hold It Twice

& The Rule — S

BEhHT A
BIEHA

okasan - obasan

BICWT A

add L) oniisan - ojiisan

HLWLWIEA
add D <S5TD - B58L) kako - yamei

t'.-/‘ut'.- LY. 2: H- LY. sensei - tokei -

add LV (usually) _ . .
X_ L\b\ €lga

add i’_ (a few words) EFST&Z Z_k /1/ . i’_ i’_ onésan - €
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_ BESTA |
add 2 (usually) otdsan - arigatd

HOHES

EHEFTL.EHL.
add 3:5 (a few words) okii - toi - kori

CHED

For a, i and u, you repeat the same vowel (&H—& 4, L\ —UL\L), 5—> ). For e and o, the usual
spelling adds LY and 5: #A L) (teacher) and & & 5 I A (father). The exceptions that repeat the
vowel (72X 3A, HHF 1), £&E L)) are a short, fixed list that you simply learn as you meet them.

The long vowel is not two different sounds: it's one vowel held twice as long. A () is spelt with
t + () but said sen-se, and & & S5 I A is said o-to-san. In romaji you'll see sensei and otosan, and

the macron (0, @1, a) marks the long vowel.

sz Short or Long? — A Meaning Changes

grandmother

ojisan ojiisan grandfather

yuki yuki courage
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to pass through

Mixing up a short and a long vowel can cause real mix-ups: &/E'F A is an aunt (or a middle-aged
woman), but H/EH I A is a grandmother. Holding the vowel for the extra beat is not a small detail

in Japanese.

M Read It — New Words

EhdHETA okasan mother
HBLOTA

BlIEHTA obasan grandmother
%5) Cu A ojiisan grandfather
B ‘-.—_ L\ g__k /1, oniisan older brother
PRATA onésan older sister
HAEL) sensei teacher

& D 713\\ (\:_ 5 arigato thank you
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The & and T A in £5'HFA and & & 5 T A are polite. You use these words for someone else's
parents, or when you speak to your own parents. For your own mother and father when talking to
others, Japanese uses plain forms (/&/& and 5 %), which you'll learn in Japanese Basic

Conversation 1.

f_‘{— 9/33 GRCIE -L-?\ > L/ (magazine) - 35 27C (wait!) - :E) >, 2: (more) - h‘\\ D C 5
(school) - ‘l’i’ > Lj-/b (soap).

# Try It Yourself — A L® S

1. How is a long vowel written in hiragana?

By adding a vowel character after it: 4, L), 5; and L) or 5 after e and o (usually).

2. How many beats are in HH 37) S A2

Five:o-ka-a-sa-n.

3. Read aloud and translate: t'.'/\./t'.' LY. 3:5 X_ 5 :_k /1/ . @ D 7':)\\ 2: 5
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sensei (teacher) - otosan (father) - arigato (thank you)

4. What is the difference between %5) H: L__k A and %5) ‘3: 37) (—_k Au?

HIEE A is an aunt; H(Ed & A is a grandmother. The long vowel changes the meaning.

5. Read aloud and translate: 33 T__% LY. 2./_ 3:5\/\ . j:)\‘: L) Z_k /L/

okii (big) - toi (far) - oniisan (older brother)

6. Write in hiragana: sensei - otosan - okii (check the long vowels).

BAEW. HECO2TA - EHEZFTL

The combined sounds begin: % I F & and F%» Fp F&, whereasmall » #» & joins the
character before it. You'll be able to read & & 5 (today), & & 5 & (Kyoto) and &F#w 5 /C # 5 (milk),

and your new long-vowel rule will already be working.
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