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¢ Small o — The Silent Beat

il What Small 2 Does — {8

(pause)

a silent beat: hold your mouth shut for one beat, then release the next consonant

Memory hook: a D that has been squashed to half size, like a tiny clenched fist before a punch. It's a full

beat, so & 2.3% has three beats.

& o3¢ (ticket) has three beats: ki - (pause) - pu. In English you would say it as two syllables, "kip-
pu", with no gap. In Japanese, the middle beat is real: tap the table three times as you say it. The

pause happens with your mouth closed on the consonant: for & o.s7your lips close for p and stay

shut for one beat, then open.
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sz Short or Long? — A Meaning Changes

husband

origin

The small 5 and the full-size 2 (tsu) are easy to mix up when you're reading fast. Check the size: if

the character is small and sits low and to the right, it's the pause. If it is full size, it is tsu.

B Where o Appears

Before Kk, s, t and p: the sounds you seein 2o C 5 (kk), &2 L (ss), F2 T (tt) and L' >
/X L) (pp). These are by far the most common.

Before ch, sh and ts: the same rule, written tch, ssh and tts in romaji, as in zasshi (& >

L).

Never at the start of a word, and never before a vowel, n, m or r in native Japanese

words.

At the end of an exclamation: > ! ("Oh!") and X 2 7 ("What?!") end with a small -

that shows a sudden, sharp stop.

M Read It — New Words

Hiragana - Hiragana 3 - Chapter 1 - Small Tsu - Page 3 of 6




kippu

zasshi magazine

diary

writer; author

full: a lot

gakkd school

hikkoshi moving house

sekken

Two small - words you'll use all the time: & 2T ("wait!", casual; the polite formis F > T2 &
L and H2 & ("more"),asin & o & s o < D ("more slowly"). If you can only learn two, learn

those.

-é A./Lf (a walk) - TC /U‘rf‘f (dandelion) - ~ 5 ~ 5 (fluent) - Lib\ti]b\ (warm) -
B 7‘3: 73\75\\ ~N : ~N : (I'm starving).
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# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. What does the small D do?

It adds a one-beat pause and doubles the following consonant: kippu, zasshi, matte, gakko.

2. How many beats are in _:k D A3N?

Three: ki - (pause) - pu.

3. Read aloud and translate: 7(.')\\\ 2CD- Z_E SL.ICoT

gakko (school) - zasshi (magazine) - nikki (diary)

4. Read aloud and translate: 3:5 - EF.)\ > & and :E) . :E) oK

oto (sound) - otto (husband); moto (origin) - motto (more)

5. How do you tell D from ?

Size and position: 2 is small and low to the right (a pause); 2 is full size (tsu).

6. Write in hiragana: kippu - matte - motto (check the small ).

/)\ ig—t :E)gt
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Long vowels: how £7'®% & A (mother) differs from &7*'& A, why & D is read as a long 0, and how
the same idea gives you D5 5, BAEVand £S5 F &£ 5.
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