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¢¢ The Little Circle® — (XU 3¢

4 Three New Characters — | U .38

pa pi pu
like “pa" in papa ("pah") like "pea"”, short (“pee") like "poo" in pool, relaxed lips
("poo”)
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Memory hook: a parachute: Memory hook: a pea beside a Memory hook: a poodle with
|& with a small round canopy. pod: O with a small round pea. a round pom-pom: 3 with a
Three strokes plus one for the One stroke plus one for the small circle. Four strokes plus

circle. circle. one for the circle.

The two dots ©  (dakuten) voice a consonant: k—g, s—z, t—d, h—b. The little circle °
(handakuten) has just one job: h—p. Only the H row ever takes the circle. The circle is written as

one small, round stroke at the top right.

Native Japanese words rarely start with p. You'll find it in three places: mimetic words that
imitate sounds and looks (Z¥2'0f7%", shiny; /&< /&' <, munching), numbers and counters after
A (A A, 3 minutes) and, above all, foreign loanwords, which are written in katakana, as in

/V> (bread); the katakana versions of© and° come in Katakana 2.

M Read It — New Words

enpitsu pencil

sanpun three minutes

yonpun four minutes

dad; daddy
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U?b\Uh\ pikapika shiny; sparkling

munch munch

X< £< pakupaku

(eating)

EFD\/’V/SQ musical note

T AV  tenpura tempura

fuming; angry
SR punpun .
(mimetic)

The word for "minute" is 3vA, but after a number ending in A it changes to 3tA: ZASVA (3
minutes), & A5A (4 minutes). After C'(5) and /C (2) it stays HA: T NA, ICnA. You'll practise

this properly when you reach telling the time in Japanese Basic Conversation 1.

Japanese has thousands of mimetic words that imitate sounds and states, such as Z¥7'Z¥7" (shiny),
1X < 1£< (eating with big bites) and .3vA.5vA (steaming with anger). They're usually repeated

syllables, so they're easy to read and a good place to practise the P row.

TC/\“ 5 (to eat) - TC/\\\:E) )] (food) - B/\\/U (\:. 5 (boxed lunch) - /\\\/L/ D
(convenient) - 73\/\\\ (wall) - Li‘ 5 L/ (hat).

# Try It Yourself — AL ®S
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1. Read aloud: Li) Z)g . /33

pa - pi-pu

2. Read aloud and translate: i’_ /UU?O . C /U/SQ 5 . EFJ\/U/S:

enpitsu (pencil) - tenpura (tempura) - onpu (musical note)

3. Read aloud and translate: f_k /U/S”\)/U . J: /u,S‘\’

sanpun (3 minutes) - yonpun (4 minutes)

4. Which row can take the little circle ° , and which consonant results?

Only the H row: h — p (13—, O -TF, 3v—3%).

5. Read aloud and translate: 'U?b\'()?j_)\ . ‘ri < ‘ri <

pikapika (shiny) - pakupaku (munch munch)

6. Write in hiragana: enpitsu - papa - pikapika (check the stroke order).

ZAUD KL DU

The last two characters of the course: X (pe) and I¥ (po), plus a Course Complete recap. You'll
be able to read & A/F (a walk) and /= A /F/F (dandelion).
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