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¢ Finishing the D Row — T ¢

4 Two New Characters — C &

de do

like "de" in desk ("deh") like "do" in dome, short ("doh")

Memory hook: a dentist's hook with two cotton Memory hook: a door's latch with two bolts: &
balls: T with two dots. One stroke plus two for the with two dots. Two strokes plus two for the mark.

mark.
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T (desu) is the polite "is / am / are". IfA & T9 means "I'm well", and /"< ()T 7 means "I'm
a student". Add H* and it becomes a question: H/FA & T F 7' means "Are you well?". Notice that

the final u of T is often barely pronounced, so it sounds like "dess".

M Read It — New Words

TY

BIFAZTTTD

CHEDEETLL

2%

5%

ogenki desu ka

gochisdsama
deshita

deguchi

is; am; are

(polite)

How are you?

thank you for

the meal

please; go
ahead

thanks; hello
(short)

where

telephone

exit

electricity;

electric light

oden (hot-pot

E)
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The usual reply is &LV, IFAFTT ("Yes, I'm well"), and you can return the question with &% 7=
(& ? ("And you?"). The T 7' form is the polite choice for strangers and colleagues; with friends

you can simply ask (FA & 2.

E'C is "where", so T< 5/E &' C TJ 75 means "Where is the exit?". You'll meet this pattern
properly in the Japanese Basic Conversation course. For now you can recognise it, and you'll never

be lost in a station again.

L) TC C\.\ E_& i -a_ (said before eating) - TC C\_\ L) i (I'm home) - (\_/. :E) TC\.\ tj (friend) -
C\.\ ;h- (who) - 73\ 6 TC‘.‘ (body) - TC\.\ b\b\\ < (university).

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. Read aloud: C - (\:. . TC . 15 . ’.D

de-do-da-ji-zu

2. Read aloud and translate: t o - —C/U;{') . C < 15

doko (where) - denwa (telephone) - deguchi (exit)

3. Read aloud and translate: (\:. 5 % . (\:. 5 :E)
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dozo (please; go ahead) - domo (thanks)

4. What does < _a_ mean, and what does adding 5 do?

T =is/am/are (polite). Adding 7" makes it a question: H1F A F TI H* = Are you well?

5. Read aloud and translate: :15 % 5 :_k 3:- S L/ TC

gochisosama deshita: thank you for the meal (the full polite form).

6. Write in hiragana: desu - denwa - doko (check the stroke order).

TY . ThAb. X

The B row: I& (ba), T (bi) and 3% (bu), the voiced forms of (& T 3:. You'll be able to read C A/EA
/& (good evening) and .3\ 7= (pig).
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