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¢ The D Row Begins — 72 5 D

# Three New Characters — = 5 D

da ji zu

like "da" in father with a d sounds the same as L: "jee" sounds the same as 9': "zoo"
(eFl)
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Memory hook: dad with his Memory hook: a secret twin Memory hook: a secret twin

bow tie: 7c with two dots. Four of LC: B with two dots, but of §": D with two dots,

strokes plus two for the mark. pronounced exactly like L. pronounced exactly like 3.
Two strokes plus two for the One stroke plus two for the

mark. mark.

In modern standard Japanese, & is pronounced ji and 3 is pronounced zu, the same as U and ¥'.
So why do they exist? Mostly for historical reasons, and for a few special cases (below). In everyday
writing you'll see U and 9" about a hundred times for every 5 and 3. Learn to recognise them;

you'll rarely need to write them.

When two words join into one, the first sound of the second word often becomes voiced. This is
called rendaku. So /&7 (nose) + 5 (blood) = /£ 7% 5 (nosebleed), and 2 < (to continue)
repeats 2 and voices the second. Rendaku also explains many /=words: &% + 5= &H/5
(friend), and T + 2'H& = TH'% (letter). When you see a voiced sound in the middle of a

compound, rendaku is usually why.

M Read It — New Words

(said before

LN/ X J itadakimasu

eating)

f=fe W% tadaima I'm home

t :E) TC t_s tomodachi friend

R\Y
40
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ANSY body

= L\b\\ < daigaku university

« no good; not
o\

allowed
22OK tsuzuku to continue

hanaji nosebleed

chijimu to shrink

W7=72 & £ 7 is said before a meal and &5 € 5 & & (from Chapter 2) after it. Together they frame
every meal in Japan, at home, in restaurants and even in school canteens. And =72V & ("I'm

home") is answered by £7'x D ("welcome back").

On a Japanese keyboard in romaji mode, ji gives U and zu gives 3. To type 5 you usually type di,
and for D you type du.

73\'@‘ (wind; a cold) - h\% < (family) - % 5 (elephant) - 'EL‘U (by all means) - _tf/b_tf
/U (not at all) - b\/b-tf/b (complete).

# Try It Yourself — AL ®S
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1. Read aloud: TC . 75 . O

da-ji-zu

2. Read aloud and translate: &: :E) TC 15 . TC *L . 73\ ‘5 TC

tomodachi (friend) - dare (who) - karada (body)

3. Read aloud: L) Icl2ZTE 9 . 712720V X When do you say each?

itadakimasu: before eating. tadaima: when you get home.

4. How are 5 and D pronounced, and how common are they?

Like C (i) and 9 (zu). They are rare: mostly rendaku (I&7:%5) and repeated sounds (22
{,B50).

5. What is rendaku? Give one example from this chapter.

A joined word's second part gets a voiced first sound: &6 + 7cB5 = & H7E5; IFG + B =
I$85; T+ hHd = THHA.

6. Write in hiragana: daigaku - tsuzuku - dame (check the stroke order).

VLK< . 2D .8
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The rest of the D row: T (de) and & (do). You'll be able to read TA 7 (telephone), &'C (where),
&S € (please, go ahead) and /A &F T 7' (how are you?).
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