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% The ZRowBegins — S LU ¢

# Three New Characters — & U 9

za ji zu

like “za" in pizza ("zah") like “jee" in jeep, short ("jee") like “zoo", relaxed lips ("z00")
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Memory hook: a zap: & with Memory hook: a fishhook in a Memory hook: a curly-tailed
two sparks flying off. Three downpour: L with two animal at the zoo: 3~ with two
strokes plus two for the mark. raindrops, ji like a jeep. One dots. Two strokes plus two for

stroke plus two for the mark. the mark.

Just as L is shi, not si, U is ji: the English "j" of jeep, not the "z" of zip. So LU 7/'A is "ji-kan" and

L A is "ji-shin". Some romaji systems write it as zi, but you'll almost always see ji.

At the start of a word, many speakers put a very light "d" in front of the Z sounds: 3'is almost

n_n

"dza", and 9" almost "dzu". Don't worry about this: a plain "z" is always understood.

M Read It — New Words

arigato thank you

HOMNESTTVET

gozaimasu (polite)

ohayo good morning

~ = _“—y\
H IE&E>22a W 35 3_ gozaimasu (polite)

ChHh A jikan time

HY

earthquake
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volcano
zannen too bad; a pity

jiya freedom

scratch;

wound

B D H'E S and HiEL S are the casual versions, for friends and family. Add & & W ZE 9 and they
become polite, the form to use with strangers, shopkeepers, colleagues and anyone older than you.

When in doubt, use the long version: you can hardly be too polite.

H-/U :—:k (well) - :‘j:/b (rice; a meal) - TC i : (egg) - D /1/ : (apple) - ‘: Li/l/ :

(Japanese language) - :\&D /1/7:]: Z_.k L\ (I'm sorry).

# Try It Yourself — A LS

1. Read aloud: f__y . L\/ . T

za-ji-zu

2. Read aloud and translate: D 75\/1/ . Jj—? . D L/ /U
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jikan (time) - mizu (water) - jishin (earthquake)

3. Read aloud and translate: o :_E . 73\ Z_E/L/ . 3/1/13/1/

hiza (knee) - kazan (volcano) - zannen (too bad)

4. Read aloud: 375 D 73\\ ) : L—_y L) i —§_ When do you use it instead of 25 D 7b\\\
D2

arigato gozaimasu. Use it with strangers, shop staff, colleagues and elders; & D H & 5 is

for friends and family.

5. How is C pronounced, and what is the plain character it comes from?

ji, like the English "j" of jeep; it comes from L (shi).

6. Write in hiragana: mizu - jikan - kizu (check the stroke order).

HE Lhh &F

The rest of the Z row: ' (ze) and € (zo). You'll be able to read 7't (wind; a cold), Z 5 (elephant)
and 7' < (family).
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