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¢ Finishing the G Row — | C

—

4 Two New Characters — |

ge 9o

like "ge" in get, a hard g (“geh") like "go" in go, short ("goh")

Memory hook: a geta, a wooden sandal: {F with Memory hook: two stones on a board, ready to
its two dots. The three strokes of (7 plus two for go: _ with its two dots. Two strokes plus two for

the mark. the mark.
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The sound go turns up all over Japanese. At the start of a word it is often a polite prefix, asin C
IZA (rice, ameal) and &5 5 & &. In /C/FA C it means "language", as in Nihon-go
(Japanese). And in C'C it means "afterwards", so C C is the afternoon. Context tells you which

one you are looking at.

M Read It — New Words

ITAZ genki well, healthy, lively

:H:/]_, gohan cooked rice; a meal

7":_ :\ tamago

NDAZ ringo apple

the Japanese

ICIEFAC Nihongo

language

afternoon; p.m.

to give

geta (wooden

clogs)
gomennasai I'm sorry

i thank you for the
gochisosama
meal
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C B A% TV is the standard way to say "I'm sorry", and 8 A alone is the casual form, for
friends. 25 €S & ¥ is said at the end of a meal to thank whoever made or paid for it, and you'll
hear it in homes and restaurants all over Japan. The full polite version, Z'5 # 5 & & TL /=, needs

the € from Chapter 6.

Read these again: 73\\ < 't'_- L) (student) - 3’/\/ _ 5 (bank) - i L\b\\ (film) - 7'3\ f_;\
(key) - 73\\ LV C < (foreign country) - 3:- /Ub\‘ (manga) - &) 73\\;’3 (glasses).

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. Read aloud: H’ : . 7'3\ E.S' . <

ge-go-ga-gi-gu

2. Read aloud and translate: H'/U 3 . :Lj:/b . TC :

genki (well) - gohan (rice; a meal) - tamago (egg)

3. Read aloud and translate: D /U : C Li/u :. . : :.

ringo (apple) - Nihongo (the Japanese language) - gogo (afternoon)

4. Read aloud and translate: :&) /1/73: Z_k LY. :15 % 5 :_k i
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gomennasai (I'm sorry) - gochisosama (thank you for the meal)

\Y

5. What is the difference between — and : ?

_ is ko, unvoiced; C is go, voiced, and has the two dots.

6. Write in hiragana: ringo - tamago - genki (check the stroke order).

DAC 1FT ITAE

The Z row begins: & (za), U (ji) and 3" (zu). Together with what you know already, you'll be able to
read B D H'& 5 ZF 1V &E 9 (thank you) and H/EL 5 &3 F 9 (good morning).
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