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JAPANESE WRITING COURSE

Hiragana 2

Ten short chapters that teach the 25 voiced and semi-voiced
hiragana: the two dots and the little circle, each character a plain
one you already know plus a mark, with romaji throughout, real
words and phrases from Chapter 1 on (including D h'& 5 &

L& 9), and notes on rendaku and mimetic words. The second

course in the Japanese reading series.

10 Chapters Philip Osztromok Generated with Claude
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#% TwoTinyDots —° & H F <

What the Dakuten Does — &5

Put two fingers on your throat and whisper "k", then say "g". Only the "g" buzzes under your fingers.
That buzz is the only difference between 7'and 7'. The mark itself is small: write it after the main

character, as two quick short strokes at the top right (check the stroke-order page for the direction).
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4 Three New Characters — H* &F ¢

ga
like "ga" in gap, a hard g
("gah”)

Memory hook: ka with its two
dots, like a karate fighter
shouting "ga!". The three
strokes of A" plus two for the

mark.

gi
like "gee" in geese, a hard g,

short ("gee")

Memory hook: a key that has
grown two dots: & +° . The

hard g, never as in giant.

gu
like "goo" in goose, relaxed

lips ("goo")

Memory hook: a cuckoo's
beak with two dots: < +° (a
one-stroke < plus two strokes

for the mark).

Japanese g is always the hard sound of go and get, never the soft sound of giant or gem. So &'is

"gee", like geese, and not "jee".

Many Japanese speakers, especially in Tokyo, say the H'-row sounds with a soft "ng" (like the end of

sing) when they appear in the middle of a word, so 7'& may sound a little like "ka-ngi". You don't

need to copy this: the plain hard "g" is always understood. Just know that you may hear it.

M Read It — New Words
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gakusei

ginkd

eiga film, movie

kagi key

gaikoku foreign country

manga, comic

megane glasses

kagaku science

guai condition, state

gaka painter, artist

In words like A 7' (manga) and &FA C 5 (bank), the A is a full beat of its own, and it is
pronounced slightly differently depending on what follows it. Don't worry about this yet: just give A

a full beat, as you did in Hiragana 1.

A quick check that the basics are still there: 2(7) D 75\ 2_/. 5 (arigato, thank you), Z_k J: 5 7:!:

5 (sayonara, goodbye), (!: ‘&/U (Nihon, Japan). Notice that % D 7’_)\\ (\:. 5 already contains

a %, which you could not read as a single character until today.
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# Try It Yourself — A L® S

1. What does the dakuten © do to a consonant?

It makes it voiced: k — g, s — z, t — d, h — b. The vowel stays the same.

2. Read aloud: 7’3\\\ . E% . <

ga - gi-gu

3. Read aloud and translate: 75\ 3’ ° i’. L) 73\\ . &b 7‘3\*3

kagi (key) - eiga (film) - megane (glasses)

4. Read aloud and translate: 7(.')\\ < TV, 3/1/ D 7(.')\\\\:\ _ <

gakusei (student) - ginko (bank) - gaikoku (foreign country)

5. What is the only difference between D> and 7(.')\\?

The voice: ka is unvoiced; ga is voiced (your throat buzzes).

6. Write in hiragana: kagi - manga - kagaku (check the stroke order).

hE - FAHD HH<
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The rest of the G row: |¥ (ge) and Z (go). You'll be able to read /A & (well), C'/E£A (rice, a meal),
7=F C (egg), and a polite phrase you will use often: C'@A % & () (I'm sorry).
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¢ Finishing the G Row — | C

—

4 Two New Characters — |F

ge go

like "ge" in get, a hard g ("geh") like "go" in go, short ("goh")

Memory hook: a geta, a wooden sandal: |7 with its Memory hook: two stones on a board, ready to
two dots. The three strokes of (7 plus two for the go: C with its two dots. Two strokes plus two for

mark. the mark.

Hiragana 2 - Page 7



file:///C:/japan/japanese-language/reference-materials/hiragana/hiragana_%E3%81%92/
file:///C:/japan/japanese-language/reference-materials/hiragana/hiragana_%E3%81%94/

The sound go turns up all over Japanese. At the start of a word it is often a polite prefix, as in C'/&
A (rice, ameal) and C5 ¢ 5 & &. In /ICIZA C it means "language", as in Nihon-go (Japanese).
And in C'C'it means "afterwards", so C C'is the afternoon. Context tells you which one you are

looking at.

M Read It — New Words

genki well, healthy, lively

gohan cooked rice; a meal

tamago

ringo apple

the Japanese
Nihongo
language

afternoon; p.m.

to give

geta (wooden

clogs)

gomennasai I'm sorry

, thank you for the
gochisosama
meal
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C B A% TV is the standard way to say "I'm sorry", and Z 8 A alone is the casual form, for friends.
C 5% 5 T X is said at the end of a meal to thank whoever made or paid for it, and you'll hear it in
homes and restaurants all over Japan. The full polite version, C'5 & 5 & & TL 7z, needs the T from

Chapter 6.

Read these again: 75\\\ < 't’_- L\ (student) - E_X’/U v: 5 (bank) - i L\ 7(_')\\\ (film) - 7‘3\ E_\‘—' (key) -
7':)\\ L) : < (foreign country) - i /1/7':)\\ (manga) - &b 73\\\1’& (glasses).

# Try It Yourself — A L® S

1. Read aloud: H’ : . 73\ 3 . <

ge-go-ga-gi-gu

2. Read aloud and translate: H'/U c.::k . :H:/U . TC :

genki (well) - gohan (rice; a meal) - tamago (egg)

3. Read aloud and translate: D /u l: A Li/b : . :. :

ringo (apple) - Nihongo (the Japanese language) - gogo (afternoon)

4. Read aloud and translate: C_&)/\ﬂﬁﬁ :_k LY. -:15 % 5 :_k i
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gomennasai (I'm sorry) - gochisosama (thank you for the meal)

\N

5. What is the difference between  and -:_ ?

_ is ko, unvoiced; C is go, voiced, and has the two dots.

6. Write in hiragana: ringo - tamago - genki (check the stroke order).

DAC 1cFT IFAE

The Z row begins: & (za), U (ji) and 3" (zu). Together with what you know already, you'll be able to
read & D H'E S5 T F LV E F (thank you) and &l 5 &3 ) F 9 (good morning).
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$% The ZRowBegins — 2 LU ¢

4 Three New Characters — 3 U ¢

za ji zu

like "za" in pizza ("zah") like "jee" in jeep, short ("jee") like "zoo", relaxed lips ("zoo")
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Memory hook: a zap: T with Memory hook: a fishhook in a Memory hook: a curly-tailed
two sparks flying off. Three downpour: L with two animal at the zoo: 3~ with two
strokes plus two for the mark. raindrops, ji like a jeep. One dots. Two strokes plus two for

stroke plus two for the mark. the mark.

Just as L is shi, not si, U is ji: the English "j" of jeep, not the "z" of zip. So U7'A is "ji-kan" and C L

A is "ji-shin". Some romaji systems write it as zi, but you'll almost always see ji.

At the start of a word, many speakers put a very light "d" in front of the Z sounds: 3"is almost "dza",

and 9" almost "dzu". Don't worry about this: a plain "z" is always understood.

M Read It — New Words

arigato thank you

HOMNESTTVET

gozaimasu (polite)

ohayo good morning

BIFESTTVET

gozaimasu (polite)
CHh A jikan time
HY

earthquake
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volcano
zannen too bad; a pity

jiya freedom

scratch;

wound

HDHE S and Hit Lk S are the casual versions, for friends and family. Add & & W& 9 and they
become polite, the form to use with strangers, shopkeepers, colleagues and anyone older than you.

When in doubt, use the long version: you can hardly be too polite.

H-/I/ T__% (well) - :‘3:/11 (rice; a meal) - TC i : (egg) - D /U : (apple) - ‘: Li/\/ :

(Japanese language) - :\&) /U 7‘3: :_.k \/\ (I'm sorry).

# Try It Yourself — A L® S

1. Read aloud: :_E . U . ?

za-ji-zu

2. Read aloud and translate: D 7(.')\/\./ . Jj‘? . D L/ /1/
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jikan (time) - mizu (water) - jishin (earthquake)

3. Read aloud and translate: (6) :_g . 73\ :_E/U . :_y/un/u

hiza (knee) - kazan (volcano) - zannen (too bad)

4. Read aloud: 26 D 73\\‘ D v: r_f L) i —§_ When do you use it instead of 35 D 73\\
¥

arigato gozaimasu. Use it with strangers, shop staff, colleagues and elders; & D H' & 5 is for

friends and family.

5. How is L pronounced, and what is the plain character it comes from?

ji, like the English "j" of jeep; it comes from L (shi).

6. Write in hiragana: mizu - jikan - kizu (check the stroke order).

HF Lhh &F

The rest of the Z row: ' (ze) and € (zo). You'll be able to read 7't (wind; a cold), # 5 (elephant)
and 7' € < (family).
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¢ Finishing the Z Row — ¥ €

4 Two New Characters — & €

zZe Zo

like "ze" in zest ("zeh") like "zo" in zone, short ("zoh")

Memory hook: a zebra: & with two stripes flying Memory hook: a zombie's twisted arm: € with

off its back. Three strokes plus two for the mark. two dots. One stroke plus two for the mark.
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You now have all five: &' (za) - L (ji) - 9" (zu) - €' (ze) - € (zo). Only U breaks the pattern, because

the plain U is shi, not si, so its voiced partner is ji.

M Read It — New Words

wind; a cold

kazoku family

elephant

by all means;

definitely

zenzen not at all

everyone; all

members

zOri (straw-style

sandals)

complete; perfect

zeikin

ditch; gutter
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' At A means "not at all" and is normally paired with a negative ending, as in €A A 1D Ft
A ("I don't understand at all"). You'll learn those endings in Japanese Basic Conversation 1. In
casual speech young people sometimes use it positively, but a learner should treat it as a negative

word.

Both wind and a cold are pronounced kaze. When the word is written in kanji they are different (/&

and &ZR), but in hiragana you tell them apart from the sentence.

26 D 7':)\\ K. 5 ':“ F_E\L\ i —g- (thank you) - 3:5‘3: J: 5 :\ L—_y\\/\ i —é_ (good morning) -
D 73\/\./ (time) - Jj—a; (water) - D L/ /l/ (earthquake) - F_y\/u?f’&/u (too bad).

# Try It Yourself — A L® S

1. Read aloud: & . & . & . .3

ze-zo-za-ji-zu

2. Read aloud and translate: 7'3\'t".' . 7(3\% < . % 5

kaze (wind; a cold) - kazoku (family) - zo (elephant)

3. Read aloud and translate: gca O TATA HTAVLA

zehi (by all means) - zenzen (not at all) - zen'in (everyone)
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4. Which of the five Z-row characters is not pronounced with a plain "z", and why?

C (ji): its plain partner L is shi, so the voiced one is ji, not zi.

5. What do the two meanings of M have in common in speech?

They sound identical: kaze. Context tells you whether it's wind or a cold.

6. Write in hiragana: kazoku - kaze - zehi (check the stroke order).

e ME-E0

The D row: 72 (da), & (ji) and -3 (zu), the voiced forms of 7= 5 . Two of them are rarely used, but
7271 (who) and & % 75 (friend) will be readable.
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¢ The D Row Begins — 2 5 D

4 Three New Characters — 1= 5 DO

da ji zu

like "da" in father with a d sounds the same as U: "jee" sounds the same as §': "zoo"
("dah")

Hiragana 2 - Page 19



file:///C:/japan/japanese-language/reference-materials/hiragana/hiragana_%E3%81%A0/
file:///C:/japan/japanese-language/reference-materials/hiragana/hiragana_%E3%81%A2/
file:///C:/japan/japanese-language/reference-materials/hiragana/hiragana_%E3%81%A5/

Memory hook: dad with his Memory hook: a secret twin of Memory hook: a secret twin of

bow tie: 7= with two dots. Four C: 5 with two dots, but 9. D with two dots,

strokes plus two for the mark. pronounced exactly like C. Two pronounced exactly like 3.
strokes plus two for the mark. One stroke plus two for the

mark.

In modern standard Japanese, 5 is pronounced ji and -3 is pronounced zu, the same as U and §".
So why do they exist? Mostly for historical reasons, and for a few special cases (below). In everyday
writing you'll see U and 9" about a hundred times for every 5 and 3. Learn to recognise them;

you'll rarely need to write them.

When two words join into one, the first sound of the second word often becomes voiced. This is
called rendaku. So /&% (nose) + 5 (blood) = /£ 5 (nosebleed), and 22'< (to continue) repeats
D and voices the second. Rendaku also explains many /=words: &% + /25 = & 6/55 (friend),
and T+ 2% = ThH'% (letter). When you see a voiced sound in the middle of a compound, rendaku

is usually why.

M Read It — New Words

(said before

LN/ X d  itadakimasu

eating)
T=7=0\ i tadaima I'm home
t :E) TC 6 tomodachi friend

E\Y
=1
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ANSY body

=L\H K daigaku university

« no good; not
ofls))

allowed
D) < tsuzuku to continue

hanaji nosebleed

chijimu to shrink

W7=72 & £ 7 is said before a meal and &5 € 5 & % (from Chapter 2) after it. Together they frame
every meal in Japan, at home, in restaurants and even in school canteens. And 7e7ZWF ("I'm

home") is answered by £7'x D ("welcome back").

On a Japanese keyboard in romaji mode, ji gives U and zu gives 3. To type 5 you usually type di,
and for D you type du.

b\'l'f (wind; a cold) - 73\% < (family) - % 5 (elephant) - _th (by all means) - ‘tf/u‘tf
/l/ (not at all) - 7'3\/U'tf/l/ (complete).

# Try It Yourself — A L® S
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1. Read aloud: TC . 15 . 9

da-ji-zu

2. Read aloud and translate: t :E) 7‘—-: 15 . TC ;h, . 7‘3\ ’5 TC

tomodachi (friend) - dare (who) - karada (body)

3. Read aloud: L) 1cleEE 9 . 12720V X When do you say each?

itadakimasu: before eating. tadaima: when you get home.

4. How are 5 and D pronounced, and how common are they?

Like C (ji) and 9 (zu). They are rare: mostly rendaku (I&72%5) and repeated sounds (D2
<, B50).

5. What is rendaku? Give one example from this chapter.

A joined word's second part gets a voiced first sound: &H + o6 = EHEH; FR + 6 =
I3%85; T+ HdH = THHA.

6. Write in hiragana: daigaku - tsuzuku - dame (check the stroke order).

VWA . DD . D
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The rest of the D row: T (de) and & (do). You'll be able to read TA 7 (telephone), &'C (where), &
5 € (please, go ahead) and /1A & T 7' (how are you?).
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\ 3

% Finishing the D Row — T &

4 Two New Characters — T &

de do

like "de" in desk ("deh") like "do" in dome, short ("doh")

Memory hook: a dentist's hook with two cotton Memory hook: a door's latch with two bolts: &
balls: "C with two dots. One stroke plus two for the with two dots. Two strokes plus two for the mark.

mark.
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T (desu) is the polite "is / am / are". /A & T 9 means "I'm well", and 7'< () T9 means "I'm a
student". Add $* and it becomes a question: &/FA & T 7 7' means "Are you well?". Notice that the

final u of T is often barely pronounced, so it sounds like "dess".

M Read It — New Words

is; am; are
T9

(polite)

BIFAZTTITH ogenki desu ka How are you?

gochisosama thank you for

CHESTEXTLL

deshita the meal

please; go
ahead

2%

® = thanks; hello
E20H

(short)

(\:_“ _ where

TAD telephone

deguchi exit

electricity;

electric light

oden (hot-pot

stew)
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The usual reply is (LY, (FAFTT ("Yes, I'm well"), and you can return the question with 7% 7=
& ? ("And you?"). The T 9 7' form is the polite choice for strangers and colleagues; with friends you
can simply ask |FA & 2.

L' is "where", so T< 5/d &'C T3 7 means "Where is the exit?". You'll meet this pattern
properly in the Japanese Basic Conversation course. For now you can recognise it, and you'll never

be lost in a station again.

L\ TC C\_\ 3 i -3_ (said before eating) - TC C\.\ b\ 35 (I'm home) - (\:. :E) TC\.\ 15 (friend) - TC\.\
;h- (who) - 73\ 6 TC‘.‘ (body) - TC\.\ b\b\\ < (university).

# Try It Yourself — A L® S

1. Read aloud: C - (\:. . TC . 75 . 9

de-do-da-ji-zu

2. Read aloud and translate: 2_’_: . —C/bb . C < 15

doko (where) - denwa (telephone) - deguchi (exit)

3. Read aloud and translate: t 5 % . C\:. 5 :E)
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dozo (please; go ahead) - domo (thanks)

4. What does < _a_ mean, and what does adding »"* do?

T =is/am/are (polite). Adding 7" makes it a question: HFA F TI H* = Are you well?

5. Read aloud and translate: :15 % 5 :_k i S L/ TC

gochisosama deshita: thank you for the meal (the full polite form).

6. Write in hiragana: desu - denwa - doko (check the stroke order).

TY . Thb X

The B row: I& (ba), T (bi) and 3+ (bu), the voiced forms of (& T .3x. You'll be able to read C A/EA IE
(good evening) and v/ (pig).
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% The B Row Begins — |£ T 3%

4 Three New Characters — | U 3%

ba bi bu

like "ba" in bar ("bah") like "bee", short ("bee") like "boo", relaxed lips ("boo")
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Memory hook: a bat with two Memory hook: a bee with two Memory hook: a ghost going
flapping wings: I& with two buzzing marks: O with two boo: 3+ with two dots. Four
dots. Three strokes plus two for dots. One stroke plus two for strokes plus two for the mark.

the mark. the mark.

The H row is unusual: the dakuten turns it into b, not into a "voiced h". Linguists believe that in Old
Japanese the H row was pronounced with a p sound, which explains why this row is the only one

with two marks: * gives ba bi bu (this chapter) and ° gives pa pi pu (Chapter 9).

M Read It — New Words

AT AL konbanwa  good evening
ITAC D bango number

IF Al A, bangohan  dinner; evening meal
NI A bag

2 YA A abunai dangerous; careful!
ANED grapes

RtV

5

Hiragana 2 - Page 29




Kb UJf’) yubiwa ring (jewellery)

10 Z_k U L/ LY sabishii lonely

c AICB I (good day) and C AEA I (good evening) both end in (&, but it is pronounced wa, not

ha. These greetings were once the start of a longer sentence in which (& was the particle meaning "as

for", and the spelling stayed even though the sentence was dropped. The particle (& (read wa) is

coming in Hiragana 3.

C Al B is for daytime, C AlE AL for evening, and Hld &k S ZEF VWV F J for morning. Put them
together with D HE S5 TEWVWE T and €5 € and you can greet and thank anyone politely.

—C\ _3_ (is; am; are) - K\ : (where) - —C\ /L/b (telephone) - —C\ <“ 6 (exit) - K\ 5 %

—

(please) - 5% (thanks).

# Try It Yourself — A L® S

o Sw

1. Read aloud: ‘3: . U SPAN

2. Read aloud and translate: 73\ Li /U . /3\\\ TC .
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kaban (bag) - buta (pig) - bara (rose)

3. Read aloud and translate: 1N ?_’. 5 . KD Ub . 37)13‘\\7:{ L)

budo (grapes) - yubiwa (ring) - abunai (dangerous)

4. Read aloud: — A ‘3: Auld. How is the last character pronounced?

konbanwa. The final (& is read wa, not ha.

5. Which consonant does the dakuten make from the H row?

B: iZ - IX, 0> U, 3 — 3.

6. Write in hiragana: kaban - buta - bango (check the stroke order).

MEA R IFATS

The rest of the B row: AN (be) and I¥ (bo). You'll be able to read 7=~\'3 (to eat), H\NA & 5 (lunch
box) and /Z'< (I, said by a man or boy).
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¢ Finishing the B Row — A |¥

4 Two New Characters — N |¥

be bo

like "be" in bet ("beh") like "bo" in boat, short ("boh")

Memory hook: a beach hill with two beach balls: Memory hook: a boat with two flags on its mast:
\ with two dots. One stroke plus two for the mark. |& with two dots. Four strokes plus two for the

mark.
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7=~ % (taberu) means "to eat". Like every Japanese dictionary-form verb it ends in -u (here ). Its
polite form, 7= ¥ § (tabemasu), is the one you'll use when speaking. Put the two together with ()

Je7eEF F 9 and OB F S5 I F from earlier chapters and you can handle a whole meal.

M Read It — New Words

taberu

tabemono

obento boxed lunch
convenient

different; separate

N wall

. | (used by boys and
1E<

men)
15 L hat; cap

Li 5 H’/U adventure

. . vaguely; absent-
IFAVD

mindedly
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(%< is a casual word for "I" used by boys and men, and you'll hear it a lot in anime. In real life the
safe choice for any learner is $27= L, which is polite and neutral for everyone. Use 127 L with

strangers, at work and in shops, and keep (% < for hearing, not saying, until you know the setting.

EAA L S is the packed lunch that children take to school and workers buy at stations. The & is a
polite prefix, just like the Z in C'/&£A. Look for them in convenience stores: #NA & 5 and H/CF

D (rice balls) are the quickest meal in Japan.

: /U‘rj:/l/ ‘j: (good evening) - Hi/u l: 5 (number) - b“i/u (bag) - %/3\72]: L\

(dangerous) - /3‘\\ t\\ 5 (grapes) - 13\\\ TC (pig).

# Try It Yourself — A L® S

1. Read aloud: /\ - Li H: . U . /3\\\

be - bo - ba - bi- bu

2. Read aloud and translate: TC&% . 7—-:/\“:5 D . j'—D\/\“/U (\f_ 5

taberu (to eat) - tabemono (food) - obento (boxed lunch)

3. Read aloud and translate: /\\\/U D . 7(.7\/\\\ . ‘i 5 L/
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benri (convenient) - kabe (wall) - boshi (hat)

4. Which word for "I" is safest for a learner: ‘i < or b 7LC L/ ?

17 L (watashi): polite and neutral for everyone. (& < is casual and male.

5. What is the polite form of e~ D7

1=NRZE 7 (tabemasu).

6. Write in hiragana: taberu - obento - boku (check the stroke order).

fcRD .- BERALD - 1EL

The P row, using the other mark, the little circle ° (handakuten): |¥ (pa), T (pi) and 3% (pu). You'll
be able to read X A T2 (pencil), & A .5vA (three minutes) and /£A (bread).

Hiragana 2 - Page 35




¢ The Little Circle® — T 3

4 Three New Characters — | U .38

pa pi pu
like "pa" in papa ("pah") like "pea", short ("pee") like "poo" in pool, relaxed lips
("poo’)
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Memory hook: a parachute: (& Memory hook: a pea beside a Memory hook: a poodle with a
with a small round canopy. pod: O with a small round pea. round pom-pom: 3\ with a
Three strokes plus one for the One stroke plus one for the small circle. Four strokes plus

circle. circle. one for the circle.

The two dots ©  (dakuten) voice a consonant: k—g, s—z, t—d, h—b. The little circle° (handakuten)
has just one job: h—p. Only the H row ever takes the circle. The circle is written as one small, round

stroke at the top right.

Native Japanese words rarely start with p. You'll find it in three places: mimetic words that imitate
sounds and looks (Z¥4'T¥ 7, shiny; /&' < /#'<, munching), numbers and counters after A (A5
A, 3 minutes) and, above all, foreign loanwords, which are written in katakana, as in /V>

(bread); the katakana versions of © and° come in Katakana 2.

M Read It — New Words

enpitsu pencil

sanpun three minutes

yonpun four minutes

dad; daddy
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Z)?f)\'()?f)\ pikapika shiny; sparkling

munch munch

X< 1£L pakupaku

(CEe))

3:5/1.//33 musical note

T AV  tenpura tempura

fuming; angry
VAR punpun .
(mimetic)

The word for "minute" is 3vA,, but after a number ending in A it changes to 33A: TASA (3
minutes), £ A 54 (4 minutes). After C (5) and /C (2) it stays HA: CHA, ICA. You'll practise

this properly when you reach telling the time in Japanese Basic Conversation 1.

Japanese has thousands of mimetic words that imitate sounds and states, such as Z¥2'2f%" (shiny),
1E < 1£ < (eating with big bites) and .svA.5vA (steaming with anger). They're usually repeated

syllables, so they're easy to read and a good place to practise the P row.

TC/\\\ % (to eat) - TC/\“:E) ) (food) - 3:5/\“/1./ (\_/. 5 (boxed lunch) - /\\/1.1 D
(convenient) - h\/\\ (wall) - ‘i‘ 5 l./ (hat).

# Try It Yourself — A L® S
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1. Read aloud: Lc-f 'U? . 13(\)

pa - pi-pu

2. Read aloud and translate: 27_ /UZ)?O . C /1//32 ’5 . EFJ\/U/SQ

enpitsu (pencil) - tenpura (tempura) - onpu (musical note)

3. Read aloud and translate: F_k AN KASNA

sanpun (3 minutes) - yonpun (4 minutes)

4. Which row can take the little circle ° , and which consonant results?

Only the H row: h — p (I&—I&, =T, 33:—.3%).

5. Read aloud and translate: Ub\Ub\ . ‘i < ‘i <

pikapika (shiny) - pakupaku (munch munch)

6. Write in hiragana: enpitsu - papa - pikapika (check the stroke order).

ZATUD XL UHTUD
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The last two characters of the course: X (pe) and I¥ (po), plus a Course Complete recap. You'll be

able to read & A /Z (a walk) and 7= A /F/F (dandelion).
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¢ Finishing the P Row — R [¥

N F
R IE

4 Two New Characters — ™~ |¥

pe po

like "pe" in pen ("peh") like "po" in pony, short ("poh")

Memory hook: a peak with a small round pearl on Memory hook: a post with a round pompom on
its side: ~\ with a circle. One stroke plus one for the top: (& with a circle. Four strokes plus one for the

circle. circle.
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M Read It — New Words

:_k A./Lf a walk; a stroll
TC/U‘i‘i tanpopo dandelion

/\° 15 /\° 15 perapera fluent (in a language)

N ekopeko starving (stomach
= = PErop rumbling)

Lff]\tffj\ pokapoka nice and warm

IX7-lX =  potapota  drip, drip

N TC ~N 7".: petapeta sticky; patting

‘f? ‘fj potsupotsu spots; scattered drops

Lf/\,, pop; a light tap

XAl

LD RIAR T ("my stomach is peko-peko") is a very natural way to say "I'm starving". The &%
7'is "stomach", 7V marks it as the subject, and N C N C is the rumbling feeling. Mimetic words like

this are everywhere in spoken Japanese and in manga.
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With /R and (Z, every cell of the voiced chart is filled. Remember the one real surprise: 5 and D
sound like U and 9, and U isji, not zi. Everything else is just a plain character you already knew

plus® or”’

i/UUSO (pencil) - f_k /U/S(\)/U (3 minutes) - Li/\/ (bread) - Hf‘f (GEE Ub\Ub\

(shiny) - —C /U/Sg 5 (tempura).

# Try It Yourself — A L® S

1. Read aloud: 7\ - Lf ‘i Z)? . /33

pe - po-pa-pi-pu

2. Read aloud and translate: é A Lf - 7—-: A ‘rdi: ‘f

sanpo (a walk) - tanpopo (dandelion)

3. Read aloud and translate: ~N ‘5 ~N ‘5 . th\tfh\ . ‘riTC ‘riTC

perapera (fluent) - pokapoka (warm) - potapota (drip, drip)

4. What does 3:57:'5:73\75\ NN mean?

I'm starving: lit. "my stomach is peko-peko".
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5. Which of the 25 characters you have learned sound the same as another, and which?

5 sounds like L (ji) and D sounds like 3" (zu).

6. Write in hiragana: sanpo - tanpopo - perapera (check the stroke order).

SAIE - TCAIRIE - RBR5

v Course Complete — EHTES !

You can now explain what® does and read A'< £1L), 2 L\H.

You can now read |TA T, CIdA, THARTIL.
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L7

TZ
IO 3R
N |F
I R

AES

Youcannowread D HESTTVWET, BIFLS5TTVET.

You can now read &, D€L, €.

You can now read W2 E E 9, &H 75, and explain rendaku.

You can now read T9, £, TAD.

You can now read C AlFALE, DNEA, RED.

You can now read 7=3%, BNA L 3, |E<.

You can now explain° and read R AU D, TARA.

You can now read TAIE, ToAIEIE, RER5.

Next is Hiragana 3, the last hiragana course: the small - (double consonants), long vowels, the

combined sounds (Z %, L ¥, b & ...) and the particles (& /\ % . After that you can start Japanese

Basic Conversation 1 with a full set of hiragana behind you.
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