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¢ Finishing the TRow — T &

4 Two New Characters — T &

te L{e

like "te" in ten, short ("teh") like "to" in toe, short and pure (“toh")

Memory hook: a hand reaching out with curled Memory hook: a toe with a small splinter stuck in

fingers. (C is also the Japanese word for "hand".) its side (the short first stroke).

M Read It — New Words
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clock, watch

kotoshi this year

year; age

iron (the metal)

sound, noise

outside

thread

thing, matter

LD

TC L\‘E_"O taisetsu important, precious

HIT=-T=H L) atatakai

® Your First Mini-Dialogs
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€. HDOV? HLLW?

Is it hot there? Is it delicious?

AR DL ZAA. BLLLY,

Yes, it's hot! Yes, it's delicious.

€2 h%

Wnw<?

Are you going?

A A W<,

Yes, I'm going.

WD 7?

When?

ccl!

This year!
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» o istheJapanese full stop and . is the comma. They look like small circles and slanted ticks,

and they sit at the foot of the line.

The little word " at the end of a sentence turns it into a question, as in € 2 7' ("Is that so? / I

see"). In casual speech, you can also make a question with a rising voice anda ? ,asin &)L
L?

Japanese is normally written without spaces between words. Children's books add spaces to
help beginners, and so does the romaji in this course. Soon you'll see where the words break

without any help.

These dialogs use the casual style, the way close friends talk: short, with no extra polite endings.
The polite style (the one you'd use with a stranger, a shopkeeper or a teacher) adds endings such as
T and & 7. You'll meet them in the conversation courses. Casual speech is fine with friends, but

with strangers, always choose the polite style.

Cover the English and read these again: TC : (octopus) - 5 TC (song) - < tj (mouth) - >,
3 (moon) - >, < i (desk) - LY 15 (one) - >, h\ 5 (to use) - TC 73\ LY (high; expensive) -
%O b\ (hot) - 6 L\ L—_k L\ (small) - 15 b\b\ (near).

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. Say the whole T row in order: IlcbDOTkk

ta-chi-tsu-te-to

2. How many strokes do C and & have?
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T has 1 stroke. & has 2.

3. Read and translate: ' U' W.C & L/ T

tokei (clock, watch) - kotoshi (this year) - soto (outside)

4. Write in hiragana: oto (sound) - itsu (when) - taisetsu (important)

b LWo.fruwtED

5. Read this exchange and say what it means: L) < ? A W < o

cclL!

"Are you going?" "Yes, I'm going." "When?" "This year!"

6. Whatdo. and., mean?

. isthe comma and . is the full stop (period).

LD 7?

The N row begins: %4 c 8 (na, ni, nu). You'll then read (142 (dog), 4 2 (summer), /_ < (meat)

and &7'7% (fish). Watch out for #: it is easy to confuse with &), which you'll meet later in the

course.
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