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% The SRowBegins— S L ¢

4 Three New Characters — T L ¢

Sa

like "sa" in sun, but with an

open "ah" vowel ("sah")

Memory hook: a sailor's
anchor: a crossbar, a shaft and

a curved base.

shi

like "she" ("shee"), short

Memory hook: a fishing hook:
she caught the fish.
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su

like "sue" with relaxed lips

("so0")

Memory hook: a curling
prawn with a loop, the topping

on sushi.
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& (ki) and & (sa) are easy to confuse. The test: & has two horizontal bars across the stem, and
& has only one. That's also why & has 4 strokes and & has 3. Check the number of bars each

time you read one of these.

The sound in L isn't a plain "s" followed by "i"; it's "sh" as in ship, so the usual romaji (the Hepburn
system) writes it shi. You may see si on some old signs and in some textbooks, but it means the

same character. We'll meet a few more of these spelling changes (chi, tsu, fu) as we go.

M Read It — New Words

sake; alcohol; salmon

umbrella

morning

foot, leg
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liking; "like"

HLyL LY oishii delicious

Between certain sounds, and at the end of some words, Japanese people often whisper the vowels i
and u. So 9 & (suki, "like") sounds almost like "ski", and the polite ending T 9" (desu), which you'll
meet soon, sounds almost like "dess". Don't worry about it yet, just listen for it: it doesn't change

the spelling, and you still write every character.

In Japan, &// (often & 3/7) is the general word for alcohol. The rice wine that Westerners call
"sake" is HZ5;% (nihonshu) in Japanese. The same spelling &'/7 also means "salmon" (written with

a different kanji), and the context tells you which is meant.

Cover the English and read these again: — (here) - — i_ (voice) - L) Lj- (pond) - < 5 E_\‘:

(air) - @ 75\\/\ (red) - B}—D\ 3 \.1\ (big) - i 3 (station) - \/\ < (to go).

# Try It Yourself — A LS

1. Read these aloud: = L/ . 3’
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sa - shi- su

_k

2. How can you tell = and & apart?

& has two horizontal bars (4 strokes); & has one (3 strokes).

3. Read and translate: —é_ L/ . L/E\ . L\—g_

sushi (sushi) - shio (salt) - isu (chair)

4. Write in hiragana: asa (morning) - suki (like) - oishii (delicious)

HT - HLLL

5. Read these animal and object words: SL-L Hy.H f_.k

ushi (cow) - shika (deer) - kasa (umbrella)

6. Howis L writtenin romaji, and how many strokes does it have?

shi (with an h), and it has just 1 stroke.

Two characters finish the S row: ¥ (se) and € (so). You'll then be able to read & 7'() (world), € C
(there), &t (sweat), € D (so, that's right) and & & (seat).
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