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% The K Row Begins — H* & <

4 Three New Characters — D & <

ka

like "ca" in car, short ("kah")

Memory hook: a karate
fighter in mid-kick, with a little
"whoosh" mark at the right.

ki

like "key", but short ("kee")

Memory hook: a key, with two

cross bars like a key's teeth.

ku

like "coo" in cuckoo, with

relaxed lips ("koo")

Memory hook: a cuckoo's
beak opening to the right, "ku-
ku".

An English "k" at the start of a word comes with a small puff of air (hold your hand in front of your

mouth and say "key"). The Japanese "k" has much less puff, closer to the "k" in "sky". Try saying

"sky", then drop the "s": that is a Japanese ki.
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< is the simplest character in the whole set: one stroke, written from the top right, down to the
left-hand point, then down to the right. & has 4 strokes in handwriting, although in some printed
fonts the bottom strokes are joined together, so it can look like 3. Use the stroke-order links and

copy the handwriting version.

M Read It — New Words

squid

station

autumn

to buy

to listen, to hear, to ask

to go

to write

Hiragana - Hiragana 1 - Chapter 3 - Ka Ki Ku - Page 3 of 5




Look at the four verbs above: kau, kiku, iku, kaku. The dictionary form of every Japanese verb ends
in the sound -u, written with one of 2, <, <, 7, D, 8, .5, &, . Once you know that, you can
recognise a verb at a glance. You'll meet the other endings (9, D, T and the rest) as we learn those

TOWS.

Cover the English and read these again: 373 L) (love) - LYY (good) - % 5 (to meet) - L) i
(house) - 5 i (above) - 5 B (blue) - i. i (yes) - LyLy i (no). And now you can say
"red" and "blue" as a pair: 25 75\ and & B

# Try It Yourself — A LS

1. Read these aloud: 73\- 3 . <

ka - ki-ku

2. Which character has 1 stroke, and which has 4°?

< has 1 stroke; & has 4.

3. Read and translate: 7‘3\2:5 - R 3 L) <

kao (face) - eki (station) - iku (to go)

4. Write in hiragana: aka (red) - kaku (to write) - oka (hill)
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Hh-H< - EDH

5. How is the Japanese "k" different from the English "k" in key?

It has less of a puff of air, closer to the "k" in sky.

6. What sound do the verbs 75\ 5 , T__% < , L) < and 75\ < all end in?

-u. Every Japanese verb in dictionary form ends in a u-sound.

You've learned three of the five K characters. Next up: {7 (ke) and < (ko), which complete the K
row, and words like C C (here), C X (voice), (/7 (pond) and & & L (blue, adjective).
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