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¢ The Last Three —H & A

4 Three New Characters —Hh & A
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wa wo (o) ]

like "wa" in wash (short), said exactly like &, "oh" a full beat of "n", as in pen

wah

Memory hook: a person Memory hook: it looks a bit
Memory hook: a rolling wave, leaning forward and handing like a slanting "h", but it says n.
curling over at the bottom. you a parcel, because Z marks Think of "n" with a long curling

the thing being handed over. tail.

These three are cousins that share a vertical stroke on the left. 43 ends in a loop, 1 ends in an open

sweep that flicks outward, and 42 has a rounder base that curls back up and doesn't flick. Compare

b h 1’3 side by side, and use the stroke-order animations to see how each one ends.

A is the only kana that isn't a vowel or a consonant + vowel: it's a nasal "n" that takes a full beat of
its own, like a syllable. So /A ("book") has two beats, ho-n, and C A /C 5 /& has five. It never starts
a word. In real speech it changes slightly depending on the sound after it (it can sound like "m" or

"ng"), but you can safely say a clear "n" at this stage.

M Read It — New Words

watashi
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sensei teacher

wakaru to understand

NP

Hic crocodile

HnH>oO to laugh

ADNA mandarin orange

5 /1/ yeah (casual)

FAED really, true

& The Particle Z — "The Thing Being Acted On"

‘i/u 75—: cl: Jj i 3'0 hon o yomimasu. | read a book.

Z_k 7'_‘)\79: % 7'_‘)\ LY i 3’0 sakana o kaimasu. | buy fish.
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f__k < 15 75: &77. i j_o sakura o mimasu. I look at the cherry blossoms.

< 5 i % 2D < D i 3‘0 kuruma o tsukurimasu. I make a car.

You've now met all three: {& is read wa (Chapter 11), /\ is read e (Chapter 12), and % is read o
(today). Everywhere else, these characters are read normally. Together with @, %, I and $*, which

you already know, you can read the grammar skeleton of a Japanese sentence.

## Greetings You Can Read — HWED

BL; cl: 5 ohayo good morning
- /1, ‘: 6 ‘3: konnichiwa hello; good afternoon
f_k J: ’3 7:'5: 5 sayonara goodbye

i TC ;,g mata ne see you!

oyasumi

ENRITAHARTL good night

nasai

—5_57’ i't".'/’u sumimasen excuse me; sorry

nice to meet you (short

ALK yoroshiku

form)
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C AIC B & is read konnichi wa, and the final & is the particle you learned in Chapter 11, read wa.

It began life as part of a longer greeting ("as for today, ..."), which is why the old spelling survived.

The same thing happens in C A /&'A /% ("good evening"), which you'll be able to read in the next

course.

® Mini-Dialogs

THAEEA. BAEL., N &

e

HlEELS !

Good morning!
Excuse me, teacher. What is this?

HBlEEL S,
N (FAo

Good morning.
That is a book.

33 TCTAO

See you.

KB ZEHET N7

Will you see the cherry blossoms?

IEWLL ISIEANWVWEFT,

Yes, I'm going to Japan.

IFAEDS?
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Really?

AR\ NFAEDS !

Yes, really!

# Try It Yourself — A LS

1. Read these aloud: 1’3 . 7&? . /1.1

wa - o (written wo) - n

2. How many strokes do 12, Z and A have?

H has 2, = has 3, A has 1.

3. Read and translate: bTC L/ - ‘: ‘i/\/ . ﬁ/\/ﬁ LY

watashi (I) - nihon (Japan) - sensei (teacher)

4. Write in hiragana: hon (book) - kawa (river) - mikan (mandarin)

IFA - DD .- HDA

5. Read and translate: 1A 7’& K > i —g-o How is %Z pronounced?
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"hon o yomimasu": I read a book. % is read o.

6. What do you say to greet someone in the morning, and what do you say to get a

stranger's attention politely?

BlELD (ohayo) in the morning; -3_37’ FtHEA (sumimasen) to say "excuse me".

3% Final Challenge — Read a Whole Paragraph

1L I IZIEANWVWEFT,
c<b & HET,
TN, 9L 72 DVET,

1-2 - Vowels How Japanese writing works, and & W\ 5 X &.

3-4 - K row M & < |F Z, the softer Japanese k, and your first verbs.
5-6 - S row & L ¢ B %, and the "shi" spelling; C-%-d place words.
7-8 - T row 5 D T K, "chi" and "tsu", and your first mini-dialogs.

9-10 - N row 7% IC 8B 13 D, the possessive D, and 13 at the end of a sentence.
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11-12 - H row & O 3y A\ F, and the particles (& (wa) and /\ (e).

13-14 - M row AT OB, polite £7 verbs, and the particle H.

15 -Y row ¥ B &K, cheap and expensive, and reading with & €.

16-17 - R row 5 D % N 3, the tappedr, &% and L%, colours and numbers.
18- W and N 1 %Z A, the particle %, and the everyday greetings.

In total that's around 200 words, seven little grammar words (/&, N\, Z, D, b, I, 1Y), the polite
& 9 ending, and the confidence to read short real sentences. Well done: & < TEFE L /= ! (yoku

dekimashita, "well done").

The next course, Hiragana 2, adds the marks that change sounds: the two small strokes *
(dakuten), which turn 7" into ', & into &, 7= into 72 and | into |, and the small circle °
(handakuten), which turns (& into |X. After that come the combined sounds (Z %, L 0, 5 &), the

small o and long vowels. Those unlock words like & D 7'& 5 ("thank you"), C/&A ("rice, meal")

and 'L ("east"). Keep reviewing the chart from this course out loud every day, and 74 /&>

T ! ("good luck, keep it up!").
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