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¢ The R Row Begins — 5 D 3

# The Japanese "R" — A Tap of the Tongue
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# Three New Characters — 5 D 3%

ra 4 ru

a tapped "r" + "ah", like "la" in a tapped "r" + "ee", like "ree" a tapped "r" + "o0", like "roo"
lava, but quicker ("rah") in reed, but quicker ("ree") in kangaroo, but quicker

("roo")

Memory hook: two reeds

growing side by side, one Memory hook: a kangaroo

shorter than the other. curled up, with its pouch (the
loop) at the bottom.

Memory hook: a rabbit, with
a short ear on top and a

curved back.

B and L): in L) (1), the left stroke is the tall one, and in D (r7) the right stroke is the long one. 5
and 5: both have 2 strokes, but 5 starts with a short slanting dash, and 5 starts with a horizontal
bar. 4 and %: 5 (ro) is next chapter's character, and it looks just like % but without the loop at

the bottom, so watch for the loop.

M Read It — New Words

sakura cherry blossom

kuruma
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squirrel

plate, dish

to exist, to be (things)

to be, to exist (people, animals)

to see, to watch

to ride, to get on

tsukuru to make

to return, to go home

Japanese uses two verbs for "exist", depending on what exists. L33 is for living things that
move (people and animals): 72C 2" (V3 (there is a cat). % is for things (objects, plants,
events): &5 7' % 3 (there is a plate). You'll hear both constantly, so it's worth learning the pair

now. (The small A%, which marks the subject, comes in the next course.)

& < 5 (cherry blossom) is the most famous flower in Japan. Each spring, people gather under the
trees for /& 7% 7 (hanami, "flower viewing"): picnics beneath the blossom, usually in late March and
early April. You can already read & < 5, /&7 (flower) and 43 (to see), so you have the three

words you need for it.
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4@ Polite Verbs Ending in % — Two Groups

H D HET mimasu see, watch
W3 WEd be (lving things)
) K- arimasu be (things)
D3 DO XY norimasu

2<% DLDFRY  tsukurimasu

7_')\ i 5 7_)\2 D i 3_ kaerimasu return, go home

® Mini-Dialogs

. WET H7? b, HB7?

Is the cat there? Do we have a plate?

IEL, WET, A BBo

Yes, it is. Yes, we do.
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5LEL?

Is it small?

KB HETH?

Will you see the cherry blossoms?

IEL, AFEG !

Yes, I will!

WD 7?

When?

ccl!

This year!

Cover the English and read these again: )(\') i (mountain) - Kb :—_E (snow) - @ &b (dream) - )P
Z__k L\ (vegetables) - )(b -a_gj (holiday) - )P 3_ L\ (cheap) - cl: : (side) - c.t i} (to read) -
c.t < (often) - Kb 5 &) LY (famous).

# Try It Yourself — A LS

Hiragana - Hiragana 1 - Chapter 16 - Ra Ri Ru - Page 6 of 8




1. Read these aloud: '5 . D . 5

ra-ri-ru

2. How many strokes do 5, D and % have, and how do you pronounce the Japanese "r"?

5 has 2, D has 2, % has 1. The "r" is a quick tap of the tongue, like the "d" in ladder.

3. Read and translate: Z_k < ‘5 ° < %) i ° % ’5

sakura (cherry blossom) - kuruma (car) - sora (sky)

4. Write in hiragana: risu (squirrel) - tori (bird) - sara (plate)

5. Which verb would you use for "there is a cat", and which for "there is a plate"?

A cat is a living thing: L) 5 (iru). A plate is an object: 25 5 (aru).

6. Make these polite: D - 37) 5 D3

HET dopz) DDEXT (3-0) DD FXT (30
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Two characters finish the R row: f1 (re) and A (ro). You'll then read C 71 (this), #71 (that), 71
(that over there), 3 < (six) and < 3 (black), which completes the "this / that" word family.
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