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d The Y Row —® B &

4 Three New Characters — ¥ ¥ &

ya yu yo
like "ya" in yard, short ("yah") like "you", short ("yoo") like "yo" in yo-yo, short and
pure ("yoh")
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Memory hook: a yacht with a Memory hook: a U-shaped
tall mast and a sail, heading off hot bath with a fish swimming Ve LS e e

to the right. th h it. i
o the rig rough it. (K is also the word T (e S i)

for "hot water".)

& (yo) and F (ma) share a vertical stem that ends in a loop. The test is the bars: & has two
horizontal bars (3 strokes), whereas & has just one short bar at the top left (2 strokes). Count

the bars each time.

M Read It — New Words

mountain

yasai vegetables

yasumi holiday; a rest; a day off

yasui cheap

yoko side; beside

to read

often; well
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10 &L i good
11 KD H yuka floor

SEHLY  yomei famous

B is the word for "hot water", and the single character B hangs on the curtain (noren) outside
traditional public bathhouses (sento), so a person who reads nothing else can still find a hot bath.

It's the first character in this course that you're likely to see standing alone on a real sign.

Later in Hiragana 3, you'll meet small versions of these three characters, written % ¥ &.They
join the character before them to make a single combined sound, as in &+ (kya), & # (kyu) and &

& (kyo). For now, just read each full-size X, ¥ or &K as its own sound.

4é More Polite Verbs — From ¢ to &

yomimasu

ikimasu

machimasu
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® Mini-Dialogs

fehrwn ? PEANVNETFET H?

Is it expensive? Are you going to the mountain?

LW, PFL! IEL WEEXT, DT HHL
1o

No, it's cheap!

Yes. There's a lot of snow, isn't there.

€3 1

Yes, there is.

<L VWEXT H7?

Do you go there often?

IEL, K< WVWEFXT,

Yes, I go often.

Cover the English and read these again: &b (eye) - 373 &5 (rain) - b\&b (turtle) - :E) :E) (peach)
B D (thing)- BH B (rice cake) - < B (cloud) - B D (already) - S B LY heavy) -
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:E) 5 (to think) - L) :E) 5 (\:. (younger sister).

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. Read these aloud: )(b . Kb . c]:

2. How many strokes do *°, ¥ and & have, and how can you tell & from &?

*° has 3, B has 2, & has 2. ¥ has two horizontal bars; & has only one short bar.

3. Read and translate: )(\3 x - Kb f_"k c Kb &

yama (mountain) - yuki (snow) - yume (dream)

4. Write in hiragana: yasui (cheap) - yomu (to read) - yumei (famous)

PIW. LT P56V

5. Make cJ: O polite.

K H F g (yomimasu): & changes to &, then add £ 9.

6. What does a single @ on a curtain outside a building mean?
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"Hot water": it marks a public bathhouse (sento).

n_n

The R row begins: 5 D % (ra, ri, ru). The Japanese "r" is neither an English "r" nor an "I": it's a
quick tap of the tongue, a bit like the "d" in "ladder". You'll then read & < 5 (cherry blossom), < 3
& (car), €5 (sky) and D 9 (squirrel).
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