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¢ Finishingthe M Row — ® %

4 Two New Characters — ® %

me mo

like "me" in met, short ("meh") like "mo" in more, short and pure (*moh")
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Memory hook: an eye with a long lash flicking out Memory hook: a fishing hook with two lines in
to the right. (& is also the Japanese word for the water: more fish!

“eye")

& (me) and 8 (nu) are the classic mix-up from Chapter 9. Both are 2 strokes with a slanting first

stroke, and both finish at the bottom right, but 8 ends in a small loop, while & ends in a

plain sweep with no loop. Compare them side by side: 15’3 &D Remember "$3 for noodles" (the

tangle) and "& for eye" (the open lash).

M Read It — New Words

rain; candy

peach

thing, object
rice cake
cloud; spider

already; any more
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heavy
to think
(my) younger sister

moshi moshi hello (on the phone)

@ & means both "rain" and "candy". They're written the same in hiragana, but a Japanese speaker
tells them apart by pitch (the rise and fall of the voice), and by context. That's one reason Japanese

writers often use kanji, which separate the meanings. For now, context is all you need.

You now know the casual, humble words that people use for their own family: 15 15 (father),
‘j: Lj: (mother), @ ‘v: (older brother), 26*3 (older sister), ?5 &: 5 &: (younger brother)

and L) :E) 2 2: (younger sister). When talking about someone else's family, Japanese uses

different, more respectful words, which you'll meet in the conversation courses.

& The Particle 6 — "Also, Too"

inu wa The dog is small.

LB IEBLULELY, RCH BLTELY, chiisai. neko The cat is small

mo chiisai. too.
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anata mo? You too?

eki e I'm going to the

A LY f:k gf '§_O ikimasu. station. Are you

anata mo? going too?

® Mini-Dialogs

HLB Lo W I BLVE LY,

Hello? (answering the phone) The dog is small.

HLHL, HDR. .. RTHBELTL R,

Hello. You know, ... The cat is small too, isn't it.

ZAEANVEET, HERTcH?

I'm going to the station. You too?

IEWL. WEET,

Yes, I'm going.
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Cover the English and read these again: 5 35 (horse) - Jjgj (ear) - i} L/ (insect) - 35 5
(town) - Jj 1'_—) (road) - J)"t’: (shop) - i i (front) - 5 37“ (sea) - i& TC (north) - thfgj
(south) - EL\ 75\ L/ (long ago) - i > (to wait).

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. Say the whole M row in order: FAHATHD

ma - mi - mu - me - mo

2. How can you tell & from &3, and how many strokes do & and % have?

¥ ends in a small loop; & ends in a plain sweep. & has 2 strokes, H has 3.

3. Read and translate: 37_) & -H& . :E) b

ame (rain, or candy) - kame (turtle) - momo (peach)

4. Write in hiragana: mono (thing) - kumo (cloud) - imoto (younger sister)

HD.<H LWHSL

5.Translate:7fgc :E) Bb\éb\o and 37)7;1:7': :E) ?
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The cat is small too. - You too?

6. What do you say when you answer a phone call in Japanese?

:E) L/ :E) L/ (moshi moshi).

The Y row begins: ¥ ¥ & (ya, yu, yo). The Y row has only three characters (the "yi" and "ye" slots

are empty). You'll then read 4 & (mountain), # & (snow), A& (dream), > & ) (vegetables) and
1> g (holiday).
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