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$% The M Row Begins — £ & ©

# Three New Characters — £ & ©

ma mi mu

like "ma" in mama, short like "mee" in meet, short like "moo" in moon, with

("mah") ("mee") relaxed lips
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Memory hook: a mama with Memory hook: a squiggly Memory hook: a cow going

two arms out, holding a little musical note: do-re-mi. "moo!", with its tail curling up

bundle (the loop) at her feet. at the right.

F and [Z: both have two bars and a loop, but |Z has a vertical line on the left (and 4 strokes),
while F doesn't (3 strokes). £ and 9 : they share the same bar-and-loop shape, but & has an

extra small stroke at the right: € has 3 strokes, and 9 has 2. Check the count when you read or

write them.

M Read It — New Words

insect, bug

town, city

road, way

shop

front; before
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Jj.?'ajgj. minami
OHL mukashi long ago

i - to wait

You now know three of the four compass points: & 7= (north), &% (south) and I L (west,
Chapter 9). The fourth, H'L (east), needs H', which comes with the voiced sounds in the next

course.

% Your First Polite Verbs — ~%X 9

ikimasu

kaimasu buy

kikimasu listen, ask

kakimasu

EIENY]

machimasu
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Each dictionary form ends in a u-row character (<, 5, D) and, in the polite form, it moves to the i
position of the same row:  — & (ku — ki), 2 — L (u — 1), 2 — B (tsu — chi). That's the chart

doing real work: now you can see why the rows are worth learning in order. (This pattern works for
the large group of "u-verbs" like these; the other group of verbs forms & 3 differently, and you'll

meet it in the conversation courses.) Add 7" to the end to ask a question: (V& X 77" ? ("Do you

go?").

® Mini-Dialogs

AESANWVNEEITH? 2HNWVEFT,

Are you going to the station? I'm going to the sea.

IEL WEFET,

Yes, I'm going.

cZ Lo

This year.

E5&9 H7?

Will you wait?

IEL. EF5FY,
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Yes, I'll wait.

Cover the English and read these again: ‘i L/ (star) - ‘i 7(.')\ (other) - 63513 (bone) - ‘i L/ L'\

(want) - Li% \/\ (thin) - /\% (belly button) - N\ TC (unskilled) - \/\ i/\ L\ < (goto
the house).

# Try It Yourself — AL ® S

1. Read these aloud: i . 37’ . t

ma - mi- mu

2. How many strokes do 35, & and © have, and how can you tell ¥ from (&?

X has 3, & has 2, T has 3. |Z has a vertical line on the left (4 strokes); & doesn't.

3. Read and translate: 5 i . - B L/

uma (horse) - mimi (ear) - mushi (insect)

4. Write in hiragana: mise (shop) - umi (sea) - machi (town)

A . DA 5
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5. Make these verbs polite: L) < i) < 0 3’3 >,

LY E_X' 35 3_ (ikimasu) - 7'3\ 3 35 3’ (kakimasu) - i 1’__) i 3_ (machimasu)

6. Read and translate: 77’. 3’ 29N 3’ i 3'0

"eki e ikimasu": I go to the station.

Two characters finish the M row: & (me) and % (mo). You'll then read %4 (rain), 7' (turtle),
% (peach) and 6 @ (thing). Remember the warning about &: it looks very like 3, so you'll

compare the two side by side.
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