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¢ Finishing the H Row — A (F

4 Two New Characters — N\ |F

he ho

like "he" in hen, short ("heh") like "ho" in hoe, short and pure (*hoh")

Memory hook: an arrow tip pointing up and to Memory hook: Santa's "Ho ho ho!": it's &'s "Ha!"

the right, heading off toward a destination. with an extra bar, a bigger laugh.
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& and (& are almost the same character. The difference is one extra bar: |Z (ho) has two short
bars at the top, and (& (ha) has one. That's also why (X has 4 strokes and (& has 3. A and < are
both simple angled strokes: /\ (he) is wide and points up, whereas < (ku) is tall and narrow and

points left.

M Read It — New Words

to, toward

other, else

hoshii want, would like

thin, narrow

hotoke Buddha

belly button

unskilled, poor at

wall, fence
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Li 5 direction; side

& The Particle N\ — Read as "e"

ZI AW, () go to the station.

LW A W<, ie e iku. (I) go to the house.

FE AN WL, soto e iku. (1) go outside.

LB 1 LV A L <, inu wa ie e iku. The dog goes to the house.

R IFFEe AL, neko wa soto e iku. The cat goes outside.

Japanese people often use < (ni) instead of /\ with a place and a verb of movement: X & /C ()<
and X & N ()< both mean "go to the station". As a beginner, you can think of N as "toward" and

/C as "to / at the exact spot". You'll hear and read both, and nobody will mind which one you pick.

(Z L L (hoshii) means "want" and it's very useful to know. A thing you wantis "IZ L UL": /FL L) ?
("Do you want it?"), /& (). /FL LV ! ("Yes, I wantit!"). It's an ()-adjective, like $LYL LY and 5 L)

T
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® Mini-Dialogs

EFLWL?

Do you want it?

[FULe IELLy!

Yes, I want it!

PR ZEANL?

Hey, are you going to the station?

IFLe L !

Yes, I'm going!

L& IE LR A W<,

The dog goes to the house.

R F?

And the cat?

RIIEEEAN WL

The cat goes outside.
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Cover the English and read these again: ‘j: L\ (yes) - ‘j: 79: (flower; nose) - U (\:_ (person) - /3\
7@ (ship) - U :_ 5 L:_E (aeroplane) - ‘j: : (box) - ‘j: ‘3: (mother) - U &: 2D (one thing) -

T2 (two things) - O € LY dow) - 3y € (clothes) - 178 L (talk).

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. Say the whole H row in order: O IR T

ha-hi-fu-he-ho

2. How can you tell [ from |2

|Z has two short bars at the top (4 strokes); (& has one (3 strokes).

3. Read and translate: S L/ - Li?fQ N\TE

hoshi (star) - hone (bone) - heso (belly button)

4. Write in hiragana: hoshii (want) - hoka (other) - heta (unskilled)

IF LWL ED AT

5. Read and translate: LB [ LV ALY < o
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"inu wa ie e iku": The dog goes to the house. (I3 is read wa and /\ is read e.)

6. How is /\ pronounced when it's used as a particle, and what does it mean?

It's read e, and it means "to / toward".

The M row begins: & & € (ma, mi, mu). You'll then read 5 & (horse), & (ear), £ L (insect)

and & 5 (town). One more particle is waiting for the end of the course: %&.
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