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¢ The H Row Begins — & U 3\

# Three New Characters — & U 3\

ha hi fu

like "ha" in hah! ("hah") like "he" in heat, short ("hee") a soft "foo": blow gently with
rounded lips, as if cooling
soup
Memory hook: a person Memory hook: a big smile,
laughing "Ha!": the tall line is "hee-hee!", with the wide curve

as the mouth.
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the body, and the loop is the e e B e AT

open mouth. : : .
P with wisps of cloud around its

peak.

A\ is written fu in romaji, but it isn't the English "', where the top teeth touch the lower lip. The
Japanese sound is made with both lips, like blowing out a candle or cooling a spoonful of soup.

Try saying "who" with a slightly breathy start and you're close.

l& (ha) begins with a vertical line on the left, like |7 and (Z, but it has a loop at the bottom, which
|7 and |C don't. In the next chapter you'll also meet (¥ (ho), which looks like (& with an extra bar.

Learn the pair as a team: (& has two bars on top, and (& has one.

M Read It — New Words

flower; nose

person

ship, boat

hikoki aeroplane
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‘3: u: (my) mother
(03 A®) hitotsu one (thing)
MDD futatsu two (things)
U < LY low, short

< clothes

(;317’3: L hanashi talk, story

& The Particle |3 — Read as "wa"

LB i EB UL, inu wa ookii. The dog is big.
R EBLTLY, neko wa chiisai. The cat is small.
SO IE BLIL LY, sakana wa oishii. The fish is delicious.

ﬁ 7:3: TC Lj: 7 anata wa? And you? (As for you?)

Long ago, the sound written & was pronounced "ha", and in the particle it became "wa" over the

centuries, but the old spelling stayed. So there are three particles whose spelling and sound differ:

Hiragana - Hiragana 1 - Chapter 11 - Ha Hi Fu - Page 4 of 7




the particle I& (read wa), the particle ™\ (read e), and the particle & (read o). Everywhere else, (& is
read ha (as in /E 74, IZ0)).

Both mean "yes". I& ULV is the standard polite "yes" for formal situations, shops and answering the
phone. X % is a softer, slightly more relaxed "yes". Be careful, though: /& () often means "I'm
listening / I understand" and not "I agree", so a nodding Japanese listener isn't always saying yes to

what you propose. And LMV R is the polite "no".

® Mini-Dialogs

sVLLW? R IFBVTELY,

Is it delicious? The cat is small.

IEL. VLW ! HR7c X ? LB (& ?

Yes, it's delicious! And you? And the dog?

HLLL R, W X EEH L

It's delicious, isn't it. The dog is big.
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LyLy i\ IS\TCOO

No, two.

Cover the English and read these again: *& : (cat) - 1’3 i (hey) - % 1& (older sister) - 7'3‘1’&
(money) - L\ 0) 5 (life) - : O) (this) - % d) (LERE 35 0) (that over there) - 25 0)*&

(you know...).

# Try It Yourself — A L®S

1. Read these aloud: H: . U . /3\

ha - hi- fu

2. How many strokes do ‘3:, ) and 3\ have?

(& has 3, O has 1, 3\ has 4.

3. Read and translate: ‘13:72}: Q- /3\*3

hana (flower; nose) - hito (person) - fune (ship)

4. Write in hiragana: hai (yes) - hako (box) - futatsu (two things)
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TV 572D

5. How is (& pronounced in WhidHEH E_\‘: L), and what does the sentence mean?

As the particle, it is read wa: "inu wa ookii", meaning "The dog is big."

6. Which famous mountain does -3\ remind you of, and why is it spelled fu in romaji?

Mount Fuji. The sound is made with both lips (not teeth on lip), so it's written fu.

Two characters finish the H row: A\ (he) and (& (ho). N\ is also a particle, read e, meaning "to /

toward". You'll then read /& L (star), /7" (other), and N\ in a sentence.
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