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8 Vowel Harmony — Why Endings Change

Look at the vowels in the word. If they're back vowels (a d o 6 u 11), use the back ending. If they're

front vowels (e é 11 6 0 ii 11), use the front ending. That's all: hdzban but kertben.

A~ The Six Two-Way Endings

in (where?) -bawn - -behn
into (where to?) -baw - -beh
out of (where from?) 3 5 -bohl - -beuul
onto, on to -raw - -reh
off; about -rohl - -reuul

to; for (the receiver) -nawk - -nehk
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For these two-way endings, 0 6 i ti behave exactly like e € i 1: they all take the front form. The
rounded/unrounded difference only matters for the three-way endings (like -hoz / -hez / -ho6z),

which come in Chapter 9. So hiité (fridge) takes -ben: hiitében.

% Practice Words — Back and Front

haz (house) hazban hazbol hazrol haznak
t0 (lake) toban tobol t6rol tonak
auto (car)

at (road)

kert (garden) kertben kertbe Clgiele]! kertre Clgife] kertnek
ViZ (water)

kéz (hand) kézben kézbol kézrol kéznek

hto (fridge) hitében h(itébe h(itébol htére hGtérél h(itének

7 Hol? Hova? Honnan? — Where, Where To, Where

From
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Hol? (where?)

Hova? (where to?)

Honnan? (where

from?)

hazban (in the

house)

hazba (into the

house)

hazbdl (out of the
-bol / -bdl
house)

kertben (in the
garden)

kertbe (into the
garden)

kertbdl (out of the
garden)

When a word ends in a short a or e, that vowel becomes a or é before most endings: alma (apple)

— almaban (in the apple); ruha (clothes) — ruhaban; biza (wheat) — bazaban; kefe (brush) —

kefében. The back or front choice still follows the vowel family (4 is back, é is front).

M Little Words You'll Need

ott

otthon

hol

hova

honnan

OT-thon

HON-nawn

at home; home

where

where to

where from

also, too
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® Mini-Dialogs

Hol a viz? Hol a barat?

Where is the water? Where is the friend?

A hitében. A kertben.

In the fridge. In the garden.

Es a sor? Es az aut6?

And the beer? And the car?

A hiitGben is! Az autdban.

In the fridge too! In the car.

Hol?

Where (is it)?

A hizban.

In the house.

Hova?

Where to?
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A kertbe.

Into the garden.

Honnan?

From where?

A kertbdl.

From the garden.

Where English says "in the house", Hungarian says a hdazban ("the house-in"). Because the ending
carries the meaning, Hungarian words can look long: a single noun with an ending (hazbél)
replaces a whole English phrase ("out of the house"). Vowel harmony is what keeps those long

words easy to say: the vowels in the word and its ending always belong to the same family.

Cover the English and read these again: t{i (needle) - fi (grass) - t{iz (fire) - fiil (ear) - iveg (glass) -

il (sits) - linnep (holiday) - hiit6 (fridge) - tiid6 (lung) - blin (sin) - kiirt (horn) - fiist (smoke).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. What is the rule for choosing between -ban and -ben?

Back vowels in the word — -ban; front vowels — -ben.
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2. Sort these words into back and front: t0 - viz - Uit - kéz - auto6 - hiito

Back: to, at, aut6. Front: viz, kéz, hiit6 (1 is front rounded, which counts as front).

3. Add "into" (-ba / -be): haz - kert - auto - hlité

hazba - kertbe - autoba - hiitébe

4. Add "off / about" (-r6l / -rél): t0 - Viz

torol (back) - vizrol (front).

5. Give the three forms (in / into / out of) for t0 and kéz.

toban - toba - tobol, and kézben - kézbe - kézbdl.

6. Add "in" to alma and ruha. what happens to the final vowel?

almaban - ruhaban: the final short a lengthens to d before the ending.

Chapter 9 adds the three-way endings, where front rounded vowels get their own form: -hoz / -

hez / -hoz ("to") and -on / -en / -6n ("on"). It also arranges all the "where" endings into three sets:

inside, on a surface, and near.

Hungarian Lesson - Hungarian Alphabet 1 - Chapter 8 - Vowel Harmony 1 - Page 7 of 7




