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B8 The Tricky Cases

f& The Neutral Vowels —iie é

© The Decision Guide

Only back vowels Only front vowels

— back ending. hdz — hdzban, auté — (including the neutral ones) — front ending.
autéban. kert — kertben, viz — vizben, tévé — tévében.

Back vowel +i/i/é Back vowel + e, or an 6/6/ui/u at the

— back ending: the neutral vowel is "see- end

through®. papir — papirban, taxi — taxiban, — usually front ending. hotel — hotelben, sofér

— sofdrben. If the last vowel is a clear back
vowel, it wins: iroda — irodaban, fiu — fiuban.

kavé — kavéban.
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Look at the last vowel. If it's a clear back vowel, or an i /i / é after a back vowel, use the back
ending. If it's e or a front rounded vowel (0 & i ii), use the front ending. This covers nearly all words,
but mixed words are a famous source of hesitation, even for native speakers, so when in doubt,

check a dictionary.

M Words to Practise

papir (paper) PAW-peer i back (a + i) papirban papirhoz
taxi (taxi) TAWK-sih - back (a + i) taxiban taxihoz
kavé (coffee) KAH-vay 4. 6 back (4 + &)

iroda (office) IH-ro-daw i-0- back (last vowel a) irodaban irodahoz
fia (boy) iU back (last vowel U) fillban filhoz
hotel (hotel) : front (0 + e) hotelben

tévé (TV) TAY-vay 8 - € front (only front) tévében tévéhez

sofor (driver) SHO-feuur e front rounded (last 6) soférben soférhoz

kavé and tévé look almost the same, but they take different endings: kGuéban (back, because of the
a) and tévében (front, because both vowels are front). The first vowel is what makes the difference,

which is why you must look at the whole word.

A The Exceptions — hid and cél
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hid (bridge) hidban - hidon - hidhoz

cél (goal, aim) célban - célon - célhoz

\% V4 (water) vizben vizhez
kéz (hand)

hir GEYS) hirben hirhez

B The Harmony Cheat Sheet

two-way

two-way

two-way

on (surface) 0 three-way

two-way
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off; about

at, by

to, towards

from (a

person/place)

to; for (receiver) -nak -nek

two-way

two-way

three-way

two-way

two-way

two-way; the v copies the last consonant:
hazzal, kerttel, vizzel; after a vowel it

stays: autoval

Harmony is not a pile of exceptions: it's one idea applied to about a dozen endings. Learn the three

families of vowels (back, front unrounded, front rounded), look at the vowels of the word, and pick

the matching ending. When you meet a new ending in the conversation courses, it will almost

always follow this same pattern.

® Mini-Dialogs

Hol a kavé?

Where is the coffee?

A hotelben.

In the hotel.

Hol a fia?

Where is the boy?

A hidon.

On the bridge.
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Es a papir? Es a sof6r?

And the paper? And the driver?

Az irodaban. Az autOban.

In the office. In the car.

Hova?

Where to?

A hotelhez.

To the hotel.

Es a fin?

And the boy?

Az irodahoz.

To the office.

Test yourself: inside is -ban / -ben, -ba / -be, -bol / -bél; on a surface is -on / -en / -6n, -ra / -re, -
rol / -rol; near is -ndl / -nél, -hoz / -hez / -hoz, -tol / -t6l. Cover the table and say the nine forms of

haz and kert out loud.
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# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Why are i, i, e, é called "neutral" vowels?

They're easy-going: they can sit in a word with back vowels without making the word

"front". A back vowel before a neutral vowel still decides the ending.

2. Add "in" to: papir - hotel - kavé - tévé

papirban - hotelben - kavéban - tévében (papir: a + i — back; hotel: 0 + e —

front; kavé: 4 + é — back; tévé: only front vowels — front).

3. Add "in" to iroda and fiti. What decides the ending?

irodaban (final a lengthens to 4) and fitban. in both, the last vowel is a clear back

vowel (a, 1), so the back ending wins.

4. Add "in" to ViZ and hid. Why are they different?

vizben (regular: only a neutral vowel — front) but hidban (hid is one of about fifty

exceptions that take back endings).

5. Add "to" (-hoz / -hez / -héz): SOf6r - hotel - papir

sof6rhoz (front rounded) - hotelhez (front) - papirhoz (back).
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6. Why is it kavéban but tévében?

kavé has a back vowel (4) before the é, which is "see-through", so it takes the back ending.

tévé has only front vowels, so it takes the front ending.

The vowels and vowel harmony are done. Now the consonants begin. Chapter 11 covers the letters
that look and mostly sound like English: b p d t g k, with one important difference in how p, t, k

are pronounced.
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