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8 Meet the Hungarian Alphabet — Az abécé

B; The Alphabet at a Glance — 44 Letters

ty

y

back vowels (6) front vowels (8)
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4~ Three Big Rules That Make Reading Easy

Spelling is phonetic Accents mean length

Each letter has one sound, and virtually every An accent mark on a vowel makes it long: a —
letter is pronounced: almost no silent letters d, e — é 0 — 0. Length is real: it can change the
and no tricky spellings. What you see is what meaning of a word.

you say.

Stress is always first

The stress falls on the first syllable of every
word, however long the word is. Hungarian has
no stress tricks to learn.

Under each Hungarian word you'll see an English-style respelling, with CAPITALS on the first
(stressed) syllable, like this: apa — AW-paw. In the respelling, aw is the short, rounded sound
of the letter a (see below), and ah is the long sound of 4. Consonants that look English sound

English unless flagged. Letters we haven't met yet are explained when they come up.

4 Two New Vowels — a a

A-a A-a

short and rounded, like the "0" in hot or Scottish long and open, like the "a" in father — respelled

cot — respelled aw ah
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Mouth tip: open your mouth and round your lips Mouth tip: open wide, lips relaxed (not rounded),
slightly, as if you're about to say "hot", then keep it and hold the sound for about twice as long as a.

short. It is not the "a" of English cat or father. The accent is a little flag that says "hold it".

English speakers often assume that 4 is just a stretched a. In Hungarian, the short a is a rounded
"aw" (as in hot) and the long a is an open, unrounded "ah" (as in father). So kar ("arm") and kar ("a

pity") differ in both length and sound. The same is true of e and é, which you'll meet in Chapter 4.

% Short and Long Vowels — The Pairs

back
back
back
front
front
front (rounded)

front (rounded)

M Read It — Your First Words

Hungarian Lesson - Hungarian Alphabet 1 - Chapter 1 - Meet the Alphabet - Page 4 of 7




dish, plate

today

father

apple

sun; day

fish

page, sheet

a pity; damage

AW-blawk window

BAW-raht friend (male)

Hungarian has one word for "the", and it has two forms. It's a (said "aw") before a consonant, and
az (said "awz") before a vowel: a haz (the house), a tal (the dish), az alma (the apple), az ablak (the

window). That's the first grammar rule you can use today.

Hungarian (magyar, said "MAW-dyawr") isn't related to its Slavic, German or Romanian

neighbours. It belongs to the Uralic family, together with Finnish and Estonian, and it arrived in
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the Carpathian Basin over a thousand years ago. That's why the vocabulary feels unfamiliar, but

also why its spelling and grammar are so logical: they follow rules, with few exceptions.

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. How many letters does the Hungarian alphabet have, and how many of them are

vowels?

44 letters, of which 14 are vowels (and 30 are consonant letters, including cs, sz, zs, gy and

SO on).

2. What does an accent mark on a vowel (as in @) tell you?

That the vowel is long. (For a and a the sound itself also changes: "aw" against "ah".)

3. Read these aloud and say what they mean: haz - tal - hal

HAHZ (house) - TAHL (dish) - HAWL (fish)

4. How do kar and Kar differ, in sound and meaning?

!

KAWR (short, rounded a) means "arm"; KAHR (long, open 4) means "a pity" or "damage".

5. Where is the stress in alma, ablak and barat?

Always on the first syllable: AWL-maw, AW-blawk, BAW-raht.
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6. Choose a or az: haz - alma - nap - ablak

a haz - az alma - a nap - az ablak (a before a consonant, az before a vowel).

The back vowels continue with o and 6. You'll then read 16 (horse), t6 (lake), hol (where), bor

(wine) and sok (many).
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