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8 Meet the Hungarian Alphabet — Az abécé

B3 The Alphabet at a Glance — 44 Letters

ty

y

back vowels (6) front vowels (8)
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A~ Three Big Rules That Make Reading Easy

Spelling is phonetic Accents mean length

Each letter has one sound, and virtually every An accent mark on a vowel makes it long: a —
letter is pronounced: almost no silent letters d, e — é 0 — 0. Length is real: it can change the
and no tricky spellings. What you see is what meaning of a word.

you say.

Stress is always first

The stress falls on the first syllable of every
word, however long the word is. Hungarian has
no stress tricks to learn.

Under each Hungarian word you'll see an English-style respelling, with CAPITALS on the first
(stressed) syllable, like this: apa — AW-paw. In the respelling, aw is the short, rounded sound of
the letter a (see below), and ah is the long sound of 4. Consonants that look English sound English

unless flagged. Letters we haven't met yet are explained when they come up.

4 Two New Vowels — a a

A-a A-a

short and rounded, like the "0" in hot or Scottish long and open, like the “a" in father — respelled

cot — respelled aw ah
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Mouth tip: open your mouth and round your lips Mouth tip: open wide, lips relaxed (not rounded),
slightly, as if you're about to say "hot", then keep it and hold the sound for about twice as long as a.

short. It is not the "a" of English cat or father. The accent is a little flag that says "hold it".

English speakers often assume that @ is just a stretched a. In Hungarian, the short a is a rounded
"aw" (as in hot) and the long a is an open, unrounded "ah" (as in father). So kar ("arm") and kar ("a

pity") differ in both length and sound. The same is true of e and é, which you'll meet in Chapter 4.

% Short and Long Vowels — The Pairs

back
back
back
front
front
front (rounded)

front (rounded)

M Read It — Your First Words
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dish, plate

today

father

apple

sun; day

fish

page, sheet

a pity; damage

AW-blawk window

BAW-raht friend (male)

Hungarian has one word for "the", and it has two forms. It's a (said "aw") before a consonant, and az

(said "awz") before a vowel: a hdz (the house), a tdl (the dish), az alma (the apple), az ablak (the

window). That's the first grammar rule you can use today.

Hungarian (magyar, said "MAW-dyawr") isn't related to its Slavic, German or Romanian

neighbours. It belongs to the Uralic family, together with Finnish and Estonian, and it arrived in the
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Carpathian Basin over a thousand years ago. That's why the vocabulary feels unfamiliar, but also why

its spelling and grammar are so logical: they follow rules, with few exceptions.

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. How many letters does the Hungarian alphabet have, and how many of them are vowels?

44 letters, of which 14 are vowels (and 30 are consonant letters, including cs, sz, zs, gy and

So on).

2. What does an accent mark on a vowel (as in @) tell you?

That the vowel is long. (For a and a the sound itself also changes: "aw" against "ah".)

3. Read these aloud and say what they mean: haz - tal - hal

HAHZ (house) - TAHL (dish) - HAWL (fish)

4. How do kar and kar differ, in sound and meaning?

|

KAWR (short, rounded a) means "arm"; KAHR (long, open &) means "a pity" or "damage".

5. Where is the stress in alma, ablak and barat?

Always on the first syllable: AWL-maw, AW-blawk, BAW-raht.

6. Choose a or az: haz - alma - nap - ablak
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a haz - az alma - a nap - az ablak (a before a consonant, az before a vowel).

The back vowels continue with o and 6. You'll then read (6 (horse), t6 (lake), hol (where), bor (wine)

and sok (many).
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B8 More Back Vowels — 0 6

Chapter 1
Chapter 2 (today)

Chapter 3

4 Two New Vowels — 0 6

O-o0

short, like the "o" in more but without the "r" and

without gliding to "oo" — respelled o

Mouth tip: round your lips into a neat "O" and
keep them still while you say a short, pure vowel.
Scottish speakers have an advantage: the vowel of

Scots no and go doesn't glide, so it is close.

o0 -oh

(next chapter)

O-0
the same sound, held about twice as long, like the

0" in boat without the glide — respelled oh

Mouth tip: same rounded lips and same position

as o, but hold it steady. Don't let it slide into "ow'

(English go in a southern accent) or "00".
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Both a ("aw", as in hot) and o are produced at the back of the mouth with rounded lips. The
difference is how open the mouth is: a has the mouth wider open, and o has a smaller, rounder

shape. Say "hot" (a) and then "more" without the r (0), and feel your jaw close slightly.

A letter with two dots, 0, is a completely different vowel from o (it's a front vowel, which you'll meet
in Chapter 6). The same goes for 6 (one acute accent) against 6 (the "double acute"). Always check

the marks.

M Read It — New Words

good

hour; clock; lesson

where

age; era

there
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relative (family member)

many, much

The only difference between kor (KOR, "age, era") and kor (KOHR, "disease, illness") is the length of
the vowel. This is why the accent marks matter: a missing accent can change a word completely.

Think of the accent as a "hold it" mark.

® Your First Questions and Answers

Hol a haz? Hol az alma?

Where is the house? Where is the apple?

Ott a haz. Ott az alma.

The house is there. The apple is there.
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Where is the lake?

Ott a t6. JO!

The lake is there. Good!

In ott and orr, the doubled consonant means a long consonant: you hold the sound for an extra beat,
like the "t" in the English phrase "hot-tub" or the double "r" in a Scottish "burr". Hungarian doubles
consonants freely, and they change meaning (hal "fish" and hall "hears" are different words).

Chapter 18 returns to this in detail. For now, just hold doubled letters slightly longer.

Cover the English and read these again: haz (house) - tal (dish) - ma (today) - apa (father) - alma
(apple) - nap (sun, day) - hal (fish) - lap (page) - kar (arm) - kar (a pity) - ablak (window) - barat
(friend).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Say the four back vowels you know, in order, with their respellings: 2+ 4 - 0 - O

a = aw (short, rounded) - 4 = ah (long) - 0 = o (short) - 6 = oh (long).

2. How do 0 and 0 differ, compared with a and 4?

o and 6 are the same sound, short and long. a and 4 differ in both length and sound.
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3. Read aloud and translate: 16-t6 - hol

LOH (horse) - TOH (lake) - HOL (where)

4. What is the difference between kor and kor?

Only the length of the vowel: KOR means "age, era"; KOHR means "disease".

5. Say in Hungarian: "Where is the house?" and "Where is the apple?"

Hol a haz? and Hol az alma? (a before a consonant, az before a vowel.)

6. What does Ott mean, and what does the double t tell you?

"There". The double ¢ is a long consonant, so hold the "t" for an extra beat.

The back vowels finish with u and 4. You'll then read it (road), hiis (meat) and nulla (zero), and see

the full set of six back vowels together.
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B The Last Back Vowels —u 1

Chapter 1
Chapter 2

Chapter 3 (today)

4 Two New Vowels —u 1

U-u

short, like the "00" in book or foot — respelled u

(always as in put, never as in cup)

Mouth tip: push your lips forward into a small
rounded opening and keep the sound short and
tight. In Scottish English, the vowel in pull is very

close to the Hungarian u.

V4

U-a

long, like the "00" in moon — respelled oo

Mouth tip: same lip position as u, but hold it for
twice as long. It's a steady "00" with no glide to

another vowel.
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In the respellings, u always stands for the short Hungarian u, which is the "0o" of put. It never stands
for the vowel in cup. So nulla (zero) is NUL-law with a short "0o" sound, not "nuh-law". If you're

unsure, think of u as a short, tight oo.

@ The Six Back Vowels — The Whole Family

closed (small gap) "00" in book - "00" in moon

half-closed pure "o" - pure "oh"

open (wide gap) "0" in hot - "a" in father

M Read It — New Words

well (for water)

BOO-zaw

NUL-law
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ruha clothes, clothing
puha soft

hullam HUL-lahm

auto AW-u-toh

tud knows; can

bunda BUN-daw fur coat

You'll see it ("road, avenue") on street signs all over Hungary, as in Budapest's famous Andrdssy iit.
In Hungarian, the street type usually follows the name, as in Andrdssy tit, so it is a handy word to

read.

Hungarian endings change to match the vowels in the word, and all six back vowels take the same
ending. For "in", the back-vowel ending is -ban: hazban (in the house), toban (in the lake), Gtban
(in the way). After the front vowels (next chapters), the same ending becomes -ben. That pairing is

vowel harmony, and Chapters 8—10 are all about it.

% Mini-Dialogs

Hol az aut6? Hol a kat?

Where is the car? Where is the well?
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Ott az auto. Ott a kat. Jo!

The car is there. The well is there. Good!

Hol az at?

Where is the road?

Ott az ut. Sok auto!

The road is there. Lots of cars!

Cover the English and read these again: 16 (horse) - t6 (lake) - hé (snow) - j6 (good) - éra (hour;

clock) - hol (where) - bor (wine) - kor (age) - ott (there) - orr (nose) - rokon (relative) - sok (many).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

/.

1. Say the six back vowels with their respellings: a-a-0-0-u -0

aw - ah - 0 - oh - u (as in put) - oo (as in moon).

2. Do U and 0 sound the same apart from length, like a and 4?
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Yes, they're the same sound, short and long, like o0 and 6. Only a and a differ in quality as

well.

3. Read aloud and translate: Ut - hts - lad

OOT (road) - HOOSH (meat) - LOOD (goose)

4. How is auto pronounced, and how many syllables does it have?

AW-u-toh: three syllables (a-u-t6), with stress on the first.

5. Say in Hungarian: "Where is the car?" and "Where is the well?"

Hol az aut6? and Hol a kiit? (az before a vowel, a before a consonant.)

6. Add -ban ("in") to each word: haz - t6 - Gt

hazban (in the house) - tGban (in the lake) - itban (in the way). All back-vowel words

take -ban.

The front vowels begin with e and é. You'll then read te (you), tér (square), kéz (hand) and lé

(juice), and see why they take a different ending from the back vowels.
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8 The Front Vowels Begin — e é

Say "00" (as in moon) and then "ee" (as in see), slowly, a few times. Feel your tongue slide forward

and your lips spread: that movement is the difference between a back vowel (00) and a front vowel

(ee). Hungarian has 6 back vowels (a @ o 6 u 1) and 8 front vowels (e é 11 6 0 ii if).

Chapter 4 (today)
Chapter 5

Chapters 6-7

4 Two New Vowels — e é

E-e

short, like the "e" in bed — respelled eh

Mouth tip: relax your lips, open your jaw a little,
and say a short "eh" as in bed or get. It's a crisp

vowel: don't turn it into "uh” (the) or "ay".

eh - ay
(next chapter)

(rounded front vowels)

V4

E-é

long and closed, like the "ay" in day said without

the glide — respelled ay

Mouth tip: hold a steady "ay" with spread lips and

don't let it slide into "ee" at the end. Scottish
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speakers have a good model: the vowel in Scots

day and say is a pure vowel.

Just as a and ¢ differ in quality as well as length (Chapter 1), e ("eh", open) and & ("ay", closed) are
two different vowels. Compare kert (KEHRT, "garden") with kér (KAYR, "asks"). Say them back to
back and hear the change in the vowel, not just the length.

M Read It — New Words

you (informal)

this

square; space

hand

juice; sap

sky; (it) burns

garden

week; seven

winter
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The word for "no" and "not" is nem (NEHM). You can already use it: Nem haz. ("Not a house.") And

note the pair ez ("this") and az ("that"), which you met as "the": ez a haz ("this house") and az a haz

("that house").

B8 Back Meets Front: -ban or -ben?

hazban (in the

haz (house) kert (garden)

house)

t0 (lake) toban (in the lake) kéz (hand)

0t (road) atban (in the way) tér (square)

® Mini-Dialogs

Hol a kert?
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Where is the garden? Is this the house?

Ott a kert. Nem, az a haz.

The garden is there. No, that's the house.

Hol a pénz?

Where is the money?

Ott a pénz. Sok pénz!

The money is there. Lots of money!

Ebéd (lunch) has traditionally been the main meal of the day in Hungary, often a soup followed by a
main course, and many workplace canteens and restaurants offer a fixed-price lunch menu. If you're

invited to ebéd, come hungry.

Cover the English and read these again: Gt (road) - htis (meat) - kat (well) - Iad (goose) - biza
(wheat) - nulla (zero) - ruha (clothes) - puha (soft) - hullam (wave) - auté (car) - tud (knows) - bunda

(fur coat).
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# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Say the two new front vowels with their respellings: € - €

e = eh (short, as in bed) - é = ay (long, pure, as in Scots day).

2. Do € and € differ only in length?

No. Like a and 4, they differ in sound (eh against ay) and length.

3. Read aloud and translate: te - kéz - tér

TEH (you) - KAYZ (hand) - TAYR (square)

4. Read aloud and translate: ebéd - pénz - kék

EH-bayd (lunch) - PAYNZ (money) - KAYK (blue)

5. Choose a or az: kert - ég - ebéd - tér

a kert - az ég - az ebéd - a tér (az before a vowel, including é and e; a before a consonant).

6. Add "in": kert - kéz - haz - tér

kertben - kézben - hazban (back vowel 4 — -ban) - térben.
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The front vowels continue with i and i. You'll then read igen (yes), viz (water), ki (who) and mi

(what), and be ready to ask real questions.
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B2 More Front Vowels —ii

Chapter 4
Chapter 5 (today)

Chapters 6-7

4 Two New Vowels —ii

a short, tight "ee" — respelled ih

Mouth tip: spread your lips as if smiling and say a
quick "ee". It's tenser and closer than the English "i"

in bit, so aim for a clipped "ee", not a lazy "ih".

eh - ay
ih - ee

(rounded front vowels)

r
Ve
-1

long, like the "ee" in see — respelled ee

Mouth tip: the same smile and the same tongue

position as (, but hold it for about twice as long.

Unlike a / @ and e / é, the pair i / 1 has the same vowel quality. The short one is simply a shorter

version of the long one, so you only have to remember how long to hold it. The accent is your "hold

it" signal.
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M Read It — New Words

what; we
you (plural)

writes; an Irish person

tiz

hideg HIH-dehg
fia

mikor MIH-kor

tilos TIH-losh forbidden

-

The Question Words
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Mi ez? (What is this?)

Ki ez? (Who is this?)

Hol a viz? (Where is the water?)

MIH-kor Mikor? (When?)

MIH-ayrt Mieért? (Why?)

i and 1 are neutral vowels: they're front vowels, but they can sit comfortably next to back vowels in
the same word. In practice, a word whose vowels are only i, i, e or é takes the front ending: viz —
vizben (in the water), hir — hirben (in the news). There are a few well-known exceptions, such as
hid ("bridge", HEED) which takes the back ending: hidban (in the bridge). Chapter 10 returns to
these.

% Mini-Dialogs

Mi ez? Ki ez?

What is this? Who is this?

Ez viz. Ez a fin.

This is water. This is the boy.
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Hideg a viz?

Is the water cold?

Igen, hideg!

Yes, it's cold!

Tilos ("forbidden, not allowed") appears on signs all over Hungary, for example on no-entry and no-
parking signs, so it's one of the most useful words to be able to read. You'll recognise it as soon as you

see it.

Cover the English and read these again: te (you) - ez (this) - tér (square) - kéz (hand) - 1é (juice) - ég
(sky) - kert (garden) - hét (week) - tél (winter) - kék (blue) - pénz (money) - ebéd (lunch).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Say the two new vowels with their respellings: 1 - 1

i = ih (a short, tight "ee") - 1 = ee (long, as in see).

2. Do 1 and 1 differ in sound, or only in length?

Hungarian Alphabet 1 - Page 27




Only in length: they're the same vowel, short and long (like 0/6 and u/1).

3. Read aloud and translate: ki - mi - igen

KIH (who) - MIH (what; also "we") - IH-gehn (yes)

4. Read aloud and translate: Viz - tiz - hir

VEEZ (water) - TEEZ (ten) - HEER (news)

5. Say in Hungarian: "What is this?" - "Who is this?" - "Is the water cold?"

Mi ez? - Ki ez? - Hideg a viz?

6. Add "in": Viz - h4z. Why do they take different endings?

vizben (front ending: viz has only the neutral vowel i) and hazban (back ending: hdz

has the back vowel 4).

The rounded front vowels begin with 6 and 6. These are made with the tongue in the "ee"
position and the lips in the "00" position, like the German 6 or French eu. You'll then read 6 (he/she),

né (woman), ot (five), kor (circle) and kod (fog).
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B The Rounded Front Vowels — 6 6

Chapter 4
Chapter 5
Chapter 6 (today)

Chapter 7

77

4 Two New Vowels — 0 6

0:-6

short, like German 6 or French eu — respelled eu

Mouth tip: say "eh" (as in bed) and, without
moving your tongue, round your lips as if about to
say "oh". That's 6. It is not the "er" of English fur:

your tongue stays forward.

(next chapter)

O-0
the same vowel, held about twice as long —

respelled euu

Mouth tip: same tongue and the same rounded
lips as 6, held steady for a longer beat. Keep the

lips still: no slide to "o0o0".
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Here's a trick: say o (lips rounded), then, keeping your lips exactly where they are, push your
tongue forward as if saying "e". The sound that comes out is 0. In the same way, 0 is a front version
of 6. Every back rounded vowel has a front partner: o — 0, 6 — 6, and in the next chapter u — i, 1 —

The accent on 6 (and 1) is a double acute: two little slanted strokes. It's a different mark from the
tilde on 0 or the circumflex on i1, which don't exist in Hungarian. Those wrong characters show up in

badly encoded text, so if you see 6 in a Hungarian word, it's a mistake for 6.

M Read It — New Words

circle; round

fog

pumpkin; marrow
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10 orom EU-reum joy
kovér KEU-vayr fat; plump

12 fénok FEUU-neuk boss

# Numbers You Can Read Now

NUL-law

Hungarian has no grammatical gender and no separate "he" and "she": the single word 6 covers
both. (For things, Hungarian uses az, "that".) So O a f6nék means "He is the boss" or "She is the

boss", and you learn which from context. It's one of the ways Hungarian is easier than German or

French.

88 A Preview: Three-Way Endings
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back (a, o, u ...) hazhoz (to the house)
front unrounded (e, é, i, 1) kerthez (to the garden)

front rounded (6, 6, 4, () korhoz (to the circle)

® Mini-Dialogs

Ki 6? Mi ez? KG6?

Who is he/she? What is this? A stone?

O a f6nok. Nem, ez tok!

He/She is the boss. No, it's a pumpkin!

Hideg a sor?

Is the beer cold?

Igen, hideg! Jo!
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Yes, it's cold! Good!

The most useful Hungarian word of all, koszonom ("thank you"), is made of letters you now almost
know: k-0-sz-6-n-0-m. It has three 6's (KEU-seu-neum), and it uses the letter sz (said "s") from

Chapter 13. Practise the 0 in it now: the rhythm is KEU-seu-neum, stress on the first syllable.

Cover the English and read these again: igen (yes) - ki (who) - mi (what) - ti (you all) - ir (writes) - viz

(water) - hir (news) - tiz (ten) - hideg (cold) - fia (boy) - mikor (when) - tilos (forbidden).

4 Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Say the two new vowels with their respellings: O - O

0 = eu (short) - 6 = euu (long): the same rounded front vowel at two lengths.

2. How do you make an O?

Say "eh" (tongue forward) and round your lips as for "o0" without moving your tongue. (Or

"n_n

say "0" and move your tongue forward.)

3. Read aloud and translate: N0 - kG - sOr

NEUU (woman) - KEUU (stone) - SHEUR (beer)

4. Say these numbers in Hungarian: 5-6 - 7 - 10
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Ot (EUT) - hat (HAWT) - hét (HAYT) - tiz (TEEZ)

5. What does O mean, and why is it unusual compared with English?

"He" or "she": Hungarian has one word for both because it has no grammatical gender.

6. Add "to": haz - kert - kor

hazhoz (back) - kerthez (front unrounded) - kOrhoz (front rounded).

The last pair of vowels is ii and 4, the front partners of u and 1, said like French u or German {.
You'll then read tii (needle), tiiz (fire), fii (grass), tiveg (glass) and fiil (ear), and see the full 14-vowel

chart.
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B The Last Vowels — i d

4 Two New Vowels — i 1

[ X ”
”

U-u U-a

short, like French u or German (i — respelled ue the same vowel, held about twice as long —

respelled uue

Mouth tip: say "ee" (as in see) and, without moving
your tongue, round your lips as if saying "oo". Or Mouth tip: same position as i, held steady for a
say "00" and slide your tongue forward. Either way, longer beat, with a double acute accent (two

the lips are round and the tongue is forward. slanted strokes), as on 6.

Both are front vowels with rounded lips. The difference is the tongue height: 6 is "eh with rounded
lips" and ti is "ee with rounded lips". So the back-and-front partners are o — 0 and u — tii: the lips
stay the same, the tongue moves forward. A small note on the respellings: ue is a rounded "ee", so fiil

(FUEL) is not the English word fuel.

8 The Complete Vowel Chart — All 14 Vowels
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a (aw) - O (o) - U (u) € (eh) - 1 (ih) 0 (eu) - U (ue)

a (ah) - O (oh) - U (00) € (ay) - 1 (ee) O (euu) - U (uue)

6 vowels 4 vowels 4 vowels

(1) Hungarian has 14 vowels: 6 back, 4 front unrounded and 4 front rounded, each with a short and
a long version. (2) The accent marks (a é1 6 0 6 1 ii ii) tell you the length, and the double acute is only

for 6 and ii. (3) Endings change to match the family of the word's vowels, so the next three chapters

show how that works.

M Read It — New Words

needle

glass; bottle

sits

UEN-nehp holiday; feast
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HUUE-teuu fridge

lung

sin; crime

horn (the instrument)

FUESHT smoke

With the vowels you know, two colours are now readable: kék (KAYK, blue) and zold (ZEULD,

green). The rest of the colours need consonants you'll meet in later chapters.

8 Three-Way Endings, Revisited

hazhoz (to the house)
front, unrounded kerthez (to the garden)

front, rounded tizh Oz (to the fire) - fUlhOZ (to the ear)

® Mini-Dialogs
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Mi ez? Hol a hiit6?

What is this? Where is the fridge?

Ez iiveg. Ott a hiité.

This is a bottle. The fridge is there.

Hideg a sor?

Is the beer cold?

Igen, viz. Igen, hideg!

Yes, water. Yes, it's cold!

Ma unnep?

Is today a holiday?

Igen, ma linnep! Jo!

Yes, today is a holiday! Good!

The letters ¢ and ii are not on a standard UK or US keyboard. If you want to type Hungarian, the
easiest way is to add the Hungarian keyboard layout in your system's language settings;
otherwise you can copy the letters from this course. Using 0 or ii instead is a spelling mistake (it

changes the length), though people will usually understand you.
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Cover the English and read these again: § (he/she) - né (woman) - k§ (stone) - kor (circle) - kod (fog)

- tok (pumpkin) - 6kor (ox) - Ot (five) - sor (beer) - 6rom (joy) - kovér (fat) - f6nok (boss).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Say the two new vowels with their respellings: U - U

i = ue (short) - G = uue (long): the same rounded front vowel at two lengths.

2. How do you make an U?

Say "ee" with your lips rounded as for "0o0" (or say "0o" and slide the tongue forward). It's

French u / German ii.

3. Read aloud and translate: ti - fil - tliz

TUUE (needle) - FUEL (ear) - TUUEZ (fire)

4. Say which family each vowel belongs to (back, front unrounded or front rounded): U - € -

)24

u-a-0-1

a = back - é = front unrounded - i = front rounded - 4 = back - § = front rounded - i = front

unrounded.

5. Add "to" (-hoz / -hez / -héz): tUz - ful - kert - haz
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tlizhoz - fulhoz (front rounded — -hoz) - kerthez (front unrounded — -hez) - hazhoz
(back — -hoz).

6. How many vowels does Hungarian have, and how are they divided?

14: 6 back (a 4 0 6 u 1), 4 front unrounded (e é11) and 4 front rounded (6 6 i ).

All 14 vowels are done, so it's time for vowel harmony. Chapter 8 shows how the endings -ban / -

ben, -nak / -nek, -ra / -re and -rdl / -rol choose their vowel, with a simple rule and plenty of practice.

Hungarian Alphabet 1 - Page 40




8 Vowel Harmony — Why Endings Change

Look at the vowels in the word. If they're back vowels (a d o 6 u 11), use the back ending. If they're

front vowels (e é 11 6 0 i ii), use the front ending. That's all: hazban but kertben.

/£ The Six Two-Way Endings

in (where?) -bawn - -behn
into (where to?) -baw - -beh
out of (where from?) -bohl - -beuul
onto, on to -raw - -reh
off; about -rohl - -reuul

to; for (the receiver) -nawk - -nehk
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For these two-way endings, 0 6 i G behave exactly like e € i i: they all take the front form. The

rounded/unrounded difference only matters for the three-way endings (like -hoz / -hez / -hoz),

which come in Chapter 9. So hiité (fridge) takes -ben: hiitében.

# Practice Words — Back and Front

}léZ(house)
t0 (lake)
auto (car)

ut (road)
kert (garden)
ViZ (water)
kéz (GER))

hiito (fridge)

From

hazban

toban

kertben

kézben

hitében

hazbol

tobol

kertbe kertbal kertre

kézbol

hitébe hitobol hatore
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hazrol

torol

kertrol

kézrol

hatorol

haznak

tonak

kertnek

kéznek

hitének

' Hol? Hova? Honnan? — Where, Where To, Where




Hol? (where?)

Hova? (where to?)

Honnan? (where

from?)

hazban (in the

house)

hazba (into the

house)

hazbdl (out of the
-bol / -bdl
house)

kertben (in the
garden)

kertbe (into the
garden)

kertbdl (out of the
garden)

When a word ends in a short a or e, that vowel becomes a or é before most endings: alma (apple) —

almaban (in the apple); ruha (clothes) — ruhaban; biiza (wheat) — btizaban; kefe (brush) —

kefében. The back or front choice still follows the vowel family (4 is back, € is front).

M Little Words You'll Need

ott

otthon

hol

hova

honnan

OT-thon

HON-nawn

at home; home

where

where to

where from
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also, too

% Mini-Dialogs

Hol a viz? Hol a barat?

Where is the water? Where is the friend?

A hit6ben. A kertben.

In the fridge. In the garden.

Es a sor? Es az aut6?

And the beer? And the car?

A hiit6ben is! Az autboban.

In the fridge too! In the car.

Hol?

Where (is it)?

A hazban.
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In the house.

Hova?

Where to?

A kertbe.

Into the garden.

Honnan?

From where?

A kertbél.

From the garden.

Where English says "in the house", Hungarian says a hazban ("the house-in"). Because the ending
carries the meaning, Hungarian words can look long: a single noun with an ending (hazbél) replaces
a whole English phrase ("out of the house"). Vowel harmony is what keeps those long words easy to

say: the vowels in the word and its ending always belong to the same family.

Cover the English and read these again: t{i (needle) - f{i (grass) - tliz (fire) - fiil (ear) - tiveg (glass) - il

(sits) - linnep (holiday) - hiit6 (fridge) - tiid6 (lung) - biin (sin) - kiirt (horn) - fiist (smoke).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok
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1. What is the rule for choosing between -ban and -ben?

Back vowels in the word — -ban; front vowels — -ben.

2. Sort these words into back and front: t0 - viz - Ut - kéz - aut6 - hiitd

Back: to, at, aut6. Front: viz, kéz, hiit6 (1 is front rounded, which counts as front).

3. Add "into" (-ba / -be): haz - kert - auto - hiito

hazba - kertbe - autoba - hiitébe

4. Add "off / about" (-r6l / -rél): 0 - viz

torol (back) - vizrdl (front).

5. Give the three forms (in / into / out of) for t0 and kéz.

toban - toba - tobol, and kézben - kézbe - kézbal.

6. Add "in" to alma and ruha. what happens to the final vowel?

almaban - ruhaban: the final short a lengthens to @ before the ending.

Chapter 9 adds the three-way endings, where front rounded vowels get their own form: -hoz / -

hez / -hoz ("to") and -on / -en / -on ("on"). It also arranges all the "where" endings into three sets:
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inside, on a surface, and near.
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# When Rounded Vowels Get Their Own Ending

Look at the vowel family of the word, as before: back — back form (-hoz, -on), front unrounded
(e éi1) — -hez, -en, and front rounded (0 6 i G) — -hoz, -on. The rounded form has the lips

rounded, like the vowel it goes with.

/£ The Two Main Three-Way Endings

to, towards, next to -hoz -hez -hoz - -hehz - -heuz

on (on a surface) 0 -on - -ehn - -eun

The "on" ending is -on / -en / -6n after a consonant, but after a vowel it shrinks to just -n: auté —
auton (on the car), h{it6 — hiitén (on the fridge). The "to" ending -hoz / -hez / -h6z doesn't change

after a vowel: autéhoz, hiitGhoz.

# Practice Words
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haz (house) hazhoz

ﬁt (road)

auto (car) autéhoz

kert (garden) kerthez kerten
ViZ (water)

tér (square) térhez

kor (dlgel) korhoz

ful (GED)

tlz (fire) tlzhoz

hito (fridge) hatéhéz

@ Three Sets of "Where" Endings

Inside -ban / -ben -ba / -be -bol / -bél

On a surface -on/-en/-0n -ra/ -re -rél / -rol

Near, at a person or place -nal / -nél -hoz / -hez / -hoz -tél / -tol
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inside hazban hazba hazbol

haz (house) hazon hazra hazrol
OEVAE] hazhoz haztol
kertben kertbe kertbdl

kert (garden) kerten kertre kertrol
kertnél kerthez kerttdl

inside korben korbe korbdl

kor (circle) koron korre korrol

kornél korhoz kortol

Think about the place. Inside something (a house, a garden, a bottle) — the -ban set. On a surface
or in an open place (a road, a square, a table) — the -n / -ra / -rél set: az iiton (on the road), a téren
(in the square). At or next to something or someone — the -nal / -hoz / -tol set. This is why téren is

"in the square" (an open surface), whereas térben means "in space".

® Mini-Dialogs

Hova? Hol a k6?

Where to? Where is the stone?

A hiit6hoz.
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To the fridge. On the road.

Es a tok?

And the pumpkin?

Hideg a sor! A téren.

The beer is cold! In the square.

Hova?

Where to?

A tohoz.

To the lake.

Hideg a viz?

Is the water cold?

Igen, hideg!

Yes, it's cold!

The plural ending -k also uses a linking vowel that harmonises: hazak, kertek, korok (houses,

gardens, circles), and after a vowel it's just -k: aut6k, hlit6k. But which linking vowel a word takes (-
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ak, -ok, -ek, -0k) and whether the stem changes (viz — vizek) has to be learned with each word.

The plural is taught properly in the Hungarian conversation courses.

Cover the English and read these again: itt (here) - ott (there) - otthon (at home) - hol (where) - hova

(where to) - honnan (from where) - és (and) - is (also).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Which vowel family takes -hoz and -on?

The front rounded vowels: 0, 6, 4, .

2. Add "to" (-hoz / -hez / -héz): tO - viz - kor - full

tohoz - vizhez - korhoz - fulhoz

3. Add "on" (-on / -en / -6n, or -n after a vowel): haz - kert - kor - Gt - auto6 - hiito

hazon - kerten - koron - Gton - autéon - hiiton

4. Give the "on / onto / off" trio (Hol? Hovd? Honnan?) for tér and haz.

téren - térre - térrol, and hazon - hazra - hazrol.

5. Give the "at / to / from" trio (-ndl, -hoz, -t6l) for kert.
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kertnél - kerthez - kerttdl (front vowel — -nél, -hez, -t6l).

6. What is the difference between téren and térben?

téren = on / in the square (an open surface); térben = in space (inside a three-dimensional

area).

Chapter 10 handles the tricky cases: words with a mix of back and front vowels (papir, hotel), the

neutral vowels i i e é, and the exceptions to the rule, such as hid — hidban.
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#8 The Tricky Cases

f& The Neutral Vowels —iie

© The Decision Guide

Only back vowels

— back ending. hdz — hdzban, auté — autéban.

Back vowel +i/i/é

— back ending: the neutral vowel is "see-
through". papir — papirban, taxi — taxiban, kavé
— kdvéban.

Only front vowels

(including the neutral ones) — front ending.
kert — kertben, viz — vizben, tévé — tévében.

Back vowel + e, or an 6/6/li/G at the
end

— usually front ending. hotel — hotelben, sofér
— soférben. If the last vowel is a clear back
vowel, it wins: iroda — iroddban, fiu — fiuban.
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Look at the last vowel. If it's a clear back vowel, or an i /i / é after a back vowel, use the back
ending. If it's e or a front rounded vowel (0 6 ii i), use the front ending. This covers nearly all words,
but mixed words are a famous source of hesitation, even for native speakers, so when in doubt, check

a dictionary.

M Words to Practise

papir (paper) PAW-peer o back (a + i) papirban papirhoz
taxi (taxi) TAWK-sih S back (a + i) taxiban taxihoz
kavé (coffee) KAH-vay 4. 6 back (4 + &)

iroda (office) IH-ro-daw i-o- back (last vowel a) irodaban irodahoz
fia (boy) iU back (last vowel ) filban filhoz
hotel (hotel) 0 front (0 + e)

téveé ) TAY-vay & - € front (only front) tévében tévéhez

sofor (driver) SHO-feuur e front rounded (last 6) soférben soférhoz

kavé and tévé look almost the same, but they take different endings: kGvéban (back, because of the
a) and tévében (front, because both vowels are front). The first vowel is what makes the difference,

which is why you must look at the whole word.

A The Exceptions — hid and cél
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hid (bridge) hidban - hidon - hidhoz

cél (goal, aim) célban - célon - célhoz

viz (water) vizben vizhez
kéz (GER))

hir GIEYS) hirben hirhez

The Harmony Cheat Sheet

two-way

two-way

two-way

on (surface) three-way

two-way
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off; about two-way
at, by two-way
to, towards 0 three-way

from (a
two-wa
person/place) g

to; for (receiver) -nak -nek two-way

two-way; the v copies the last consonant:
hazzal, kerttel, vizzel; after a vowel it stays:

autoval

Harmony is not a pile of exceptions: it's one idea applied to about a dozen endings. Learn the three
families of vowels (back, front unrounded, front rounded), look at the vowels of the word, and pick
the matching ending. When you meet a new ending in the conversation courses, it will almost always

follow this same pattern.

® Mini-Dialogs

Hol a kavé? Hol a fia?

Where is the coffee? Where is the boy?

A hotelben. A hidon.

In the hotel. On the bridge.
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Es a papir? Es a sof6r?

And the paper? And the driver?

Az irodaban. Az autdban.

In the office. In the car.

Hova?

Where to?

A hotelhez.

To the hotel.

Es a fia?

And the boy?

Az irodahoz.

To the office.

Test yourself: inside is -ban / -ben, -ba / -be, -bol / -bél; on a surface is -on / -en / -6n, -ra / -re, -rél
/ -rol; near is -nal / -nél, -hoz / -hez / -hoz, -t6l / -t6l. Cover the table and say the nine forms of haz

and kert out loud.
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# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Why are i, i, e, é called "neutral" vowels?

They're easy-going: they can sit in a word with back vowels without making the word

"front". A back vowel before a neutral vowel still decides the ending.

2. Add "in" to: papir - hotel - kavé - tévé

papirban - hotelben - kdvéban - tévében (papir: a + i — back; hotel: 0 + e —

front; kavé: a + é — back; tévé: only front vowels — front).

3. Add "in" to iroda and fiti. What decides the ending?

irodaban (final a lengthens to 4) and fidban. in both, the last vowel is a clear back

vowel (a, 1), so the back ending wins.

4. Add "in" to ViZ and hid. Why are they different?

vizben (regular: only a neutral vowel — front) but hidban (hid is one of about fifty

exceptions that take back endings).

5. Add "to" (-hoz / -hez / -héz): Sof6r - hotel - papir

sof6érhoz (front rounded) - hotelhez (front) - papirhoz (back).
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6. Why is it kAvéban but tévében?

kavé has a back vowel (4) before the é, which is "see-through", so it takes the back ending.

tévé has only front vowels, so it takes the front ending.

The vowels and vowel harmony are done. Now the consonants begin. Chapter 11 covers the letters
that look and mostly sound like English: b p d t g k, with one important difference in how p, t, k are

pronounced.
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8 The Consonants Begin —bpdtgk

# Three Pairs

Pp-Bb Tt-Dd Kk-Gg

p as in spin (no puff) - b as in t as in stop (no puff) - d as in k as in sky (no puff) - g as in
bin do go (always hard)

Tip: the lips make both sounds. Tip: the tongue tip touches just Tip: g is always the hard "g" of
For b, your voice buzzes in your behind the upper front teeth. go, never the soft "g" of gem.
throat; for p, it doesn't. For d, the voice buzzes; for ¢, it For g, the voice buzzes; for k, it

doesn't. doesn't.

In English, p, t, k at the start of a word come with a small puff of air (hold a hand in front of your
mouth and say "pin": you feel it). Hungarian p, t, k have no puff, like the sounds in spin, stop and
sky. To practise: say "spin", then "pin without the puff"; "stop" then plain "top"; "sky" then plain

"key". Spanish, French and Japanese work the same way.
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Put two fingers on your throat and say "ssss" (nothing) then "zzzz" (a buzz). That buzz is voicing. b,
d, g are voiced: start the buzz at once, don't hesitate. p, t, k have no buzz. Hungarian also keeps
final b, d, g fully voiced: unlike German, the d at the end of ebéd is still a clear "d" and doesn't

turn into "t".

M Read It — New Words

BAH-tor

picture; image

song

time; weather

TAW-nahr teacher

goal (in football)

machine

gate
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Hungarian spells many foreign words the way they sound, which makes them easy to read: kbla

(KOH-law, cola), kakaé (KAW-kaw-oh, cocoa), tea (tea), gol (goal), kavé (coffee). The letter k always

stands for the "k" sound: Hungarian never uses c for it (c is "ts", Chapter 14).

Doubled consonants are long: you hold the sound for an extra beat. You've already seen ott (there),

itt (here) and nulla (zero). The same applies to bb, pp, dd, tt, gg, kk. Chapter 18 covers long

consonants and the short/long pairs in detail.

® Mini-Dialogs

Mi ez?

What is this?

Ez kép.

This is a picture.

Kép? Jo!

A picture? Good!

Hol a bolt?

Where is the shop?

Ott, a téren.

There, in the square.

Es a kapu?

And the gate?

A kertben.

In the garden.
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Nem, kavé!

No, coffee!

Test yourself: papirban (in the paper) - hotelben (in the hotel) - kdvéban - tévében - irodaban -
hidban (exception). What decides each ending?

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Which three of the six letters are voiced (with a buzz in the throat)?

b, d, g. The voiceless partners are p, t, k.

2. How do you make a Hungarian P, t or k without the English puff?

Say it as in spin, stop, sky (the sound after the "s"): no puff of air.

3. Read aloud and translate: bolt - dal - g6l
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BOLT (shop) - DAWL (song) - GOHL (goal)

4. Read aloud and translate: tanar - id6 - pék

TAW-nahr (teacher) - IH-deuu (time; weather) - PAYK (baker)

5. Read aloud and translate: kola - kakao - tea

KOH-law (cola) - KAW-kaw-oh (cocoa) - TEH-aw (tea). Hungarian spells foreign words as
they sound.

6. Does Hungarian turn a final d into "t" (as German does)? Give an example.

No: the final d stays a clear "d", as in ebéd (EH-bayd, lunch).

Seven more letters that look like English: f v h m n 1 z. They're mostly straightforward, with a few

small differences in h, v and [ to watch for.
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B Seven More Familiar Letters —fvhmnlz

# The Seven Letters

English fin fish nothing special

English v in very always a real "v", never a "w"
English h in hat never silent; after a vowel it can be a soft rasp (see below)
English m in man nothing special

English nin no tongue just behind the upper teeth

a light, clear "I" as in leaf stays light even at the end of a word: dal, tal

English z in zoo a buzzing "s"; you've used it in hdz, viz, tiz

English drops the h in hour and honest, and French drops it everywhere. Hungarian always
pronounces h. At the start of a word it's the English "h" (hold, haz), and between two vowels it's a
gentle, breathy "h" (ruha, tehén). After a vowel at the end of a word or before another consonant, it
becomes a soft rasp, a little like the "ch" in Scottish loch, as in méh (bee). Scottish speakers have a

head start with this one.
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In many English accents (and especially Scots), the [ at the end of a word, as in hill or ball, is "dark":
the back of the tongue pulls up. Hungarian [ is always light, made with the tip of the tongue just
behind the upper teeth, as in the English [ of leaf. Say dal (DAWL) and tal (TAHL) with that light "1".

M Read It — New Words

FEH-hayr

FEH-keh-teh

VEHN-dayg

TEH-hayn

MO-zih cinema

MEH-troh metro, underground

EHM-behr person; man

LEH-vayl letter; leaf

ZEH-neh
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@ Colours You Can Read Now

piros PIH-rosh
fehér FEH-hayr
zold

kék

fekete FEH-keh-teh

The Hungarian flag is three horizontal stripes: piros, fehér, zold (red, white, green), from top to

bottom. It's a good way to remember three colours at once, and you may hear "piros-fehér-zold" at

football matches and national holidays.

® Mini-Dialogs

Hol a mozi? Piros a lampa?

Where is the cinema? Is the light red?
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Ott. Nem, zold!

There. No, green!

Es a metro?

And the metro?

A téren.

In the square.

Kiez?

Who is this?

Ez a vendég.

This is the guest.

Es 6?

And she/he?

O a tanar.

He/She is the teacher.

Hungarian Alphabet 1 - Page 69




You'll sometimes see n or [ followed by y, as in nydr or lyuk. That isn't an n plus a y: ny and ly are

separate letters with their own sounds (Chapter 16), just like gy and ty (Chapter 15).

Cover the English and read these again: bolt (shop) - bator (brave) - pék (baker) - kép (picture) - dal
(song) - id6 (time; weather) - ad6 (tax) - tanar (teacher) - tea (tea) - gol (goal) - gép (machine) - kapu

(gate).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Which three of today's letters have small differences from English?

n_.n

v (always "v", never "w"), h (never silent; a soft rasp after a vowel) and 1 (always light and

clear).

2. How should you say the in dal and tal?

With a light, clear "1" (tongue tip behind the upper teeth), even at the end of the word, not a
dark "1".

3. Read aloud and translate: fehér - fekete - zold

FEH-hayr (white) - FEH-keh-teh (black) - ZEULD (green)

4. Read aloud and translate: vonat - mozi - metro

VO-nawt (train) - MO-zih (cinema) - MEH-troh (metro)
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5. What are the three colours of the Hungarian flag?

piI‘OS, fehér, zold (red, white, green), from top to bottom.

6. Does Hungarian drop the h in words like hold or tehén?

No: h is never silent in Hungarian. Say it at the start of a word (HOLD) and gently between
vowels (TEH-hayn).

The big swap: in Hungarian, s is said "sh" and sz is said "s", the reverse of what you'd expect.

Chapter 13 teaches r, s, sz, zs, and finally lets you read koszonom ("thank you") and szia ("hi/bye").
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8 The Big Swap — s Says "sh" and sz Says "s"

# The Four Letters

Ss Sz sz

said "sh”, as in ship said "s", as in sun

Remember: a lone s is "sh". sor Remember: sz is the plain
= SHEUR, piros = PIH-rosh. English "s". sz6 = SOH, busz =
BUS.

Rr

a tapped or rolled "r”, as in

Scottish very

Tip: touch the tongue tip just
behind the upper teeth, once (a
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Zs zs

said "zh", as in measure or

vision

Remember: zs is the voiced
partner of s (sh — zh). zseb =
ZHEHB.




tap) or several times (a roll).
Never the English curled "r".
Scottish speakers already have

this sound.

¥ The Four Sounds in a Grid

"sh"-type (tongue pulled back) S = "sh" (ship) ZS = "zh" (measure)

"s"-type (tongue tip forward) SZ ="s" (sun) Z = "7" (zoo)

Count the letters: one letter, s, is the "sh" sound, and two letters, sz, make the plain "s". It
feels backwards, so practise a few pairs aloud until it's automatic: s6r (SHEUR) against sziv (SEEV,
"heart"), sok (SHOK) against sz6 (SOH). If you read a lone s as "s", a Hungarian listener will hear a

different sound, so this is worth getting right early.

M Read It — New Words

szia hi; bye (informal)
koszonom KEU-seu-neum thank you

kérem KAY-rehm please; here you are
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beautiful; nice

/

SZ0 word
szoba

asztal AWS-tawl

busz

sarga SHAHR-gaw

sapka SHAWP-kaw

zseb

rozsa

Polite Words You Can Use Today

szia hi; bye

koszonom KEU-seu-neum thank you

kéSZi thanks

kérem KAY-rehm please

tessék TEHSH-shayk here you are; pardon?
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igen - nem IH-gehn - NEHM yes - no

Szia (SIH-aw) is the everyday informal greeting, and it works for both arriving and leaving. For one
person you know well, it's all you need. It's also a little more casual than English "hello", so with a
stranger or in a formal setting, you'd use a longer greeting, which you'll meet in the conversation

courses.

Szabo (SAW-boh) means "tailor" and is one of the most common Hungarian surnames. It's a handy

test of the swap: sz ="s", so it's SAW-boh, not "shaw-boh". Hungarians also put the surname first:

Szabo6 Anna is "Anna Szabd".

® Mini-Dialogs

Hol a szoba?

Where is the room?

Szia! Tea?

Hi! Tea?

Nem, kavé, kérem. Es az asztal?

No, coffee, please. And the table?

Tessék! A szobaban.
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Here you are! In the room.

Koszonom!

Thank you!

Sarga a busz?

Is the bus yellow?

Nem, kék!

No, blue!

Szép!

Nice!

Cover the English and read these again: fehér (white) - fekete (black) - vonat (train) - vendég (guest)
- hold (moon) - tehén (cow) - mozi (cinema) - metrd (metro) - ember (person) - levél (letter) - zene

(music) - zold (green).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. What sounds do S, SZ, ZS and Z make?
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n_nmn

s="sh"-sz="s"-zs="zh" (as in measure) -z = "z".

2. Read aloud and translate: szia - Sz0 - szoba

SIH-aw (hi; bye) - SOH (word) - SO-baw (room)

3. Read aloud and translate: sarga - sapka - zseb

SHAHR-gaw (yellow) - SHAWP-kaw (cap) - ZHEHB (pocket)

4. Say "thank you" and "hi / bye" (informal) in Hungarian.

Ko0szonom (KEU-seu-neum) - Szla (SIH-aw).

5. Why is asztal said "AWS-taw]" and not "ASH-tawl"?

Because sz is the plain "s" sound. (A lone s would be "sh".)

6. Add "in" to Szoba and zseb.

szobaban (back vowels; final a lengthens) - zsebben (front vowel e — -ben, and the b

doubles: zseb + ben).

Three more letters: ¢ (said "ts"), es (said "ch") and j (said "y"). With them you'll be able to read jo

reggelt ("good morning"), kicsi (small) and cipd (shoe).
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8 Three More Letters — c cs j

4 Three New Sounds

Cc

said "ts", like the end of cats

or pizza

Remember: never "k" or "s".
cukor = TSU-kor, cip6 = TSIH-
peuu, cél = TSAYL.

Cs cs

said "ch", as in chip or church

Remember: c + s is one letter.
csok = CHOHK, kicsi = KIH-
chih.

Jj

said "y", as in yes

Remember: never the English
"j" of jam. j6 = YOH, jaték =
YAH-tayk.

Just one letter separates two different sounds: ¢ is "ts" (cipd, TSIH-peuu "shoe") and cs is "ch"
(csésze, CHAY-seh "cup"). If you see cs, think of "church". And remember that the plain English

letter k does the work of the English hard "c¢": Hungarian has kdvé, not cavé.

M Read It — New Words

Hungarian Alphabet 1 - Page 78




cip6 TSIH-peuu

cukor TSU-kor sugar
cica TSIH-tsaw kitten; pussycat
macska MAWCH-kaw

csOk

csésze CHAY-seh cup
csak only; just
kicsi KIH-chih small
csillag CHIL-lawg

ajtod AWY-toh

jaték YAH-tayk toy; game

hajo HAW-yoh ship

@ The Days of the Week

HAYT-feuu
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kedd Tuesday
szerda Wednesday
cstitortok CHUE-teur-teuk Thursday
péntek PAYN-tehk Friday
szombat SOM-bawt Saturday

Vasérnap VAW-shahr-nawp Sunday

To say "on" a day, add the "on" ending from Chapter 9 (-n after a vowel, -on / -en / -on after a
consonant): hétf6n (on Monday), szombaton (on Saturday), pénteken (on Friday), csiitortokon (on

Thursday). Vasarnap is the exception: it already means "on Sunday" and takes no ending.

The Months

januér YAW-nu-ahr January Jﬁllus YOO-lih-ush July

februar FEH-bru-ahr February  augusztus AW-u-gus-tush August

marcius MAHR-tsih-ush ~ March szeptember  SEHP-tehm-behr  September

aprilis AH-prih-lish April oktober OHK-toh-behr October

Hungarian Alphabet 1 - Page 80




méjus MAH-yush november NO-vehm-behr November

jﬁnius YOO-nih-ush december DEH-tsehm-behr December

® Left and Right

bal

JObb right; better

balra BAWL-raw to the left

jobbra to the right

® Mini-Dialogs

Mi ez? Hol az ajt6?

What is this? Where is the door?

Ez a cica. Balra.

This is the kitten. To the left.
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Is it small? To the left?

Igen, kicsi! Nem, jobbra!

Yes, small! No, to the right!

Szombaton.

On Saturday.

Es a mozi?

And the cinema?

Vasarnap.

On Sunday.

Cover the English and read these again: szia (hi; bye) - k6szonom (thank you) - kérem (please) - szép
(beautiful) - sz6 (word) - szoba (room) - asztal (table) - busz (bus) - sarga (yellow) - sapka (cap) -

zseb (pocket) - rozsa (rose).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok
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1. What sounds do C, CS andj make?

c="ts"-cs="ch"-j="y" (as in yes).

2. Read aloud and translate: cipd - macska - csillag

TSIH-peuu (shoe) - MAWCH-kaw (cat) - CHIL-lawg (star)

3. Read aloud and translate: ajté - jaték - hajo

AWY-toh (door) - YAH-tayk (toy; game) - HAW-yoh (ship)

4. Which day is Szombat, which is péntek, and which is hétf6?

szombat = Saturday - péntek = Friday - hétf6 = Monday.

5. Say "to the left" and "to the right", and "on Monday".

balra - jobbra - hétf6n

6. Why isjé pronounced "YOH" and not "JOH"?

In Hungarian, j is the "y" of yes, never the English "j" of jam.

Hungarian Alphabet 1 - Page 83




Now the soft consonants: gy (a soft "dy") and ty (a soft "ty"). These two sounds don't exist in

English, but they appear in very common words like nagy (big), egy (one) and magyar (Hungarian).
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8 The Soft Consonants — gy ty

4 Two New Letters

Gy gy

a soft "dy", like the "d" in duke as many Scottish
speakers say it ("dyuke")

Mouth tip: say "d" and "y" together as one quick
sound, with the middle of the tongue pressed up
against the roof of the mouth. It is one letter: nagy

is NAWDY, not "nag-y".

Ty ty
a soft "ty", like the "t" in tune as many Scottish

speakers say it ("tyune")

Mouth tip: the unvoiced partner of gy: the same
tongue position, but no buzz. It is also one letter:

kutya is KU-tyaw.

Many Scottish speakers say fune as "tyune" and duke as "dyuke", keeping a small "y" glide after the

consonant. That is almost exactly the Hungarian ty and gy. If your accent doesn't do this, try "did

you" and "got you" said fast, as in "didja" and "gotcha", and slow the middle down: that's the zone.
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Compare ag (AHG, "branch") with 4gy (AHDY, "bed"). The extra y changes the sound completely: gy
is a different letter, not g followed by y. The same is true of ty (not t + y), ny and ly.

M Read It — New Words

big; great
5324 % one; a, an
hegy mountain

magyar MAW-dyawr Hungarian (person or language)

gyerek DYEH-rehk child

factory
DYORSH fast

KU-tyaw dog

hatty{l HAWT-tyoo

gyertya DYEHR-tyaw
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A doubled soft consonant keeps the pattern from Chapter 2 and writes only the first letter twice: the
long ty in hatty is spelled tty, and a long gy is ggy. (Not "tyty".) You hold the sound for an extra
beat. Chapter 18 returns to this.

Your First "I Am..." — Magyar vagyok

Magyar vagyok. MAW-dyawr VAW-dyok. | am Hungarian.
Magyar Vagy? MAW-dyawr VAWDY? Are you Hungarian?
Nem Vagyok magyar. NEHM VAW-dyok MAW-dyawr. | am not Hungarian.

Tanar Vagyok. TAW-nahr VAW-dyok. | am a teacher.

Magyar means "Hungarian" (the people and the language), and orszag (OR-sahg) means
"country”, so Magyarorszag (MAW-dyawr-or-sahg) is "Hungary", literally "the land of the
Magyars". The English word "Hungary" comes from a different root, which is why the two names

look so unalike.

# Numbers Readable So Far

NUL-law
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ketts - két KEHT-teuu - KAYT

hérom HAH-rom

ot

hét

kilenc KIH-lehnts

tiz

® Mini-Dialogs

Mi ez?

What is this?

Ez a kutya.

This is the dog.

Nagy?

Is it big?

Hol a gyerek?

Where is the child?

Az agyban.

In bed.

Es a kutya?

And the dog?
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Igen, nagy! A kertben.

Yes, big! In the garden.

Magyar vagy?

Are you Hungarian?

Igen, magyar vagyok.

Yes, I am Hungarian.

Cover the English and read the week aloud: hétf6 - kedd - szerda - csiitortok - péntek - szombat -

vasarnap. Then say "on Monday" and "on Saturday": hétf6n - szombaton.

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. What sounds do gy and ty make?

A soft "dy" and a soft "ty", made with the middle of the tongue against the roof of the
mouth, like the "d" in duke and the "t" in tune with a "y" glide.
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2. Read aloud and translate: nagy - egy - hegy

NAWDY (big) - EHDY (one) - HEHDY (mountain)

3. Read aloud and translate: kKutya - tyak - hattyt

KU-tyaw (dog) - TYOOK (hen) - HAWT-tyoo (swan)

4. How do 4g and 4gy differ in sound and meaning?

AHG means "branch" (a hard g); AHDY means "bed" (the soft gy).

5. Say "I am Hungarian" and "Are you Hungarian?"

Magyar vagyok. - Magyar vagy?

6. Count in Hungarian: 1, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10.

egy - Ot - hat - hét - kilenc - tiz

The other two soft consonants: ny (like the "ny" in canyon or Spanish 71) and ly (which is

pronounced exactly like j, a "y"). You'll then be able to say 4 and 8 (négy, nyolc), and read anya

(mother) and nyar (summer).
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8 The Other Two Soft Consonants — ny ly

4 Two New Letters

Ny ny

like the "ny" in canyon or the Spanish A in ano

Mouth tip: press the middle of the tongue against
the roof of the mouth and let the sound out
through the nose, as in canyon. It is one letter:

anya is AW-nyaw, not "an-ya".

Ly ly

said exactly like j, a plain "y" as in yes

Remember: not "I" + "y". Long ago it was a soft "I",
but today ly and j are one sound. hely = HEHY,
foly6 = FO-yoh.

Because ly and j are pronounced alike, you can't tell from the sound which one a word uses: folyé

(FO-yoh, "river") is spelled with Iy, while hajé (HAW-yoh, "ship") is spelled with j. Hungarians learn

the spelling of each word, just as English speakers learn their / there. For reading aloud it makes no

", "

difference: both are "y".

Read the letters in order, grouping the digraphs. In négy (four) you have n + é + gy: it's NAYDY, with

a plain "n". In nyolc (eight) the n and y belong together as ny: it's NYOLTS.
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M Read It — New Words

HYéI' summer
anya AW-nyaw mother
kenyér KEH-nyayr

konyv KEUNYV

nyelv NYEHLV tongue; language
nyitva NYIHT-vaw

hely

folyo FO-yoh

gélya GOH-yaw

kiraly KIH-rahy

melyik MEH-yihk

milyen MIH-yehn what kind of; how

# The Numbers o to 10 — Complete
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nulla NUL-law

egy

ketto - két KEHT-teuu - KAYT NYOLTS
hérom HAH-rom KIH-lehnts
négy

ot

More Question Words

hény HAHNY how many Hany? (How many?)
melyik MEH-yihk  which Melyik? (Which one?)

mﬂyen MIH-yehn what kind of; how Milyen a kenyér? (What is the bread like?)

On shop doors and signs, nyitva (NYIHT-vaw) means "open" and zarva (ZAHR-vaw) means
"closed". You'll see them everywhere, often next to opening hours, with the days written as you
learned in Chapter 14: hétf6—péntek (Monday to Friday). Even before you can read a full sentence,

those two words will save you a wasted trip.
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® Mini-Dialogs

Ki ez? Nyitva?

Who is this? Is it open?

Ez az anya. Nem, zarva!

This is the mother. No, closed!

Hétfon?

On Monday?

O az apa. Igen, hétfon zarva.

He is the father. Yes, closed on Monday.

Mi ez?

What is this?

Ez egy konyv.

This is a book.

Magyar konyv?
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A Hungarian book?

Igen, magyar!

Yes, Hungarian!

Cover the English and read these again: nagy (big) - egy (one) - hegy (mountain) - magyar
(Hungarian) - gyerek (child) - 4gy (bed) - gyar (factory) - gyors (fast) - kutya (dog) - tyak (hen) -
hatty (swan) - gyertya (candle).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. What sounds do ny and ly make?

ny = the "ny" of canyon (Spanish 1). ly = a plain "y", exactly like j.

2. Read aloud and translate: nyar - anya - konyv

NYAHR (summer) - AW-nyaw (mother) - KEUNYV (book)

3. Read aloud and translate: hely - foly6 - gélya

HEHY (place) - FO-yoh (river) - GOH-yaw (stork)

4. Count from 0 to 10 in Hungarian.
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nulla - egy - kett6 - harom - négy - 6t - hat - hét - nyolc - kilenc - tiz

5. What do nyitva and zarva mean?

Open and closed, as on shop doors.

6. Why can't you tell by sound whether a word is spelled with ly orj?

n_n

Because both are pronounced as a plain "y". You learn the spelling of each word (foly6 with

ly, hajé with j).

The last six letters: dz and dzs, and the rare letters q, w, X, y (found mostly in names and foreign

words). After that, all 44 letters of the Hungarian alphabet will be done.
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8 The Final Letters —dzdzsqwxy

4 dz and dzs

Dz dz Dzs dzs

a voiced "ts": like the "ds" in adds, one quick the English “j* of jam and judge

sound

Remember: the English "j" sound is spelled dzs in

Hungarian, because the letter j is already taken for
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i "y d. = DZHEHM.
Tip: the voiced partner of ¢ ("ts"). It's rare: madzag y . dzsem

= MAW-dzawg (string), bodza = BO-dzaw

(elderflower).

n__n

Hungarian j is the English "y" (j6 = YOH), and the English "j" sound is Hungarian dzs (dzsem =
DZHEHM, "jam"). So a Hungarian reading the word jam aloud would say "yam", and you now know

why.

4+ qw,xandy

Very rare. Hungarian usually spells the sound kv (kviz, "quiz"). g survives in a few

foreign names and terms.

Foreign words and names. The letter's name is dupla vé ("double v"), and WC is

said vécé (VAY-tsay); web is said "VEHB".
Loanwords: taxi (TAWK-sih), fax (FAWKS), extra (EHKS-traw).

On its own, mostly at the end of old-fashioned family names as a spelling of "i":

Esterhdzy (ESH-tehr-hah-zih). Otherwise it's part of gy, ly, ny, ty.

Many Hungarian surnames keep old-fashioned spellings that are pronounced simply: th = t (T6th =
TOHT, Horvath = HOR-vaht), ch = ¢s (Széchenyi = SAY-cheh-nyih), and y = i at the end of a name

(Esterhazy). If you meet a Hungarian name that "breaks the rules", it's probably an old spelling.

M Read It — Words With the Rare Letters
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dzsem
dzsungel
dzsudo
dzsessz
madzag
bodza
taxi

fax
extra
xilofon
WC

web

DZHEHM

DZHUN-gehl

DZHOO-doh

DZHEHS-s

MAW-dzawg

BO-dzaw

TAWK-sih

EHKS-traw

KSIH-lo-fon

VAY-tsay

jam

jungle

judo

jazz

string

elderflower; elder

xylophone

toilet

web; website

% Mini-Dialogs

Hol a WC?

Where is the toilet?
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Hol? Balra.

Where? To the left.

Ott, a téren! Koszonom!

There, in the square! Thank you!

Igen, és dzsem!

Yes, and jam!

Cover the English and read these again: nyar (summer) - anya (mother) - kenyér (bread) - konyv
(book) - nyelv (language) - nyitva (open) - hely (place) - foly6 (river) - golya (stork) - kiraly (king) -
melyik (which) - milyen (what kind).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok
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1. How many letters does the Hungarian alphabet have, and how are they divided?

44 letters: 14 vowels (6 back, 4 front unrounded, 4 front rounded) and 30 consonant letters,

including the digraphs cs, dz, gy, ly, ny, sz, ty, zs and the trigraph dzs.

2. What do dz and dZzs sound like?

nsn

dz = a voiced "ts" (as in adds); dzs = the English "j" of jam.

3. How does Hungarian write the English "j" sound, and what sound does the Hungarian

letter j make?

The English "j" is written dzs (dzsem); the Hungarian j is the "y" of yes.

4. Read aloud and translate: dzsem - dzsud6 - dzsungel

DZHEHM (jam) - DZHOO-doh (judo) - DZHUN-gehl (jungle)

5. How is the letter W pronounced, and how do Hungarians say "WC"?

w ="v". "WC" is said vécé (VAY-tsay).

6. Read aloud and translate: taxi - fax - extra

TAWK-sih (taxi) - FAWKS (fax) - EHKS-traw (extra). The letter x is "ks".
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All 44 letters are done. Chapter 18 shows why length matters: short and long vowels, and single

and double consonants, can change a word's meaning. You'll learn the pairs, and how long digraphs

like ssz and ccs are written.
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@® Length Matters — Hosszu és rovid

@ Long Vowels

The accent marks you've been learning (a € 1 6 6—6 0 ti—1) show a long vowel. For i, u, 0, il
the long version is the same vowel held longer. For a/a and e/é the quality changes as well (you

met this in Chapters 1 and 4).

kar damage; a pity
hat i back (body)
ver beats, hits blood

fel half; is afraid

kor age, era c disease

& Long (Double) Consonants

A doubled consonant is a long consonant: don't say it twice, hold it for about twice as long,

ike the "n" in English unnamed or the "t" in hot tea said carefully.
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feather; pen

hears

rises, gets up must; is needed

many, much shock

Say kel (rises), then kell (must) with a slightly longer "1". Record yourself if you can: the long one
should sound clearly longer. Stress is unchanged: it's still on the first syllable of every word,

whether the sounds are long or short.

& Doubling Digraphs: ssz, ccs, tty, ggy

Digraphs (two-letter sounds) double in a special way: only the first letter is written twice,
not the whole digraph. Doubled sz is ssz, doubled cs is ces, doubled ty is tty, and doubled gy is
ggy. The sound is simply the long version: hold it.

hosszu HOS-soo long

0CCS EUCH-ch younger brother
hattYﬁ HAWT-tyoo

meggy MEHD-dy sour cherry

kﬁnny KEUN-ny tear (from the eye)
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The word hosszii ("long") contains a long consonant (ssz) and a long vowel (1), so it really is long.

n_n

Remember that ssz is a doubled sz, so say a long English "s", not "sh".

M Read It — Words With Long Sounds

tessék TEHSH-shayk please; here you are
asszony AWS-sony woman; married woman
ketto KEHT-teuu

ennyi EHN-nyih this much

hosszu HOS-soo long

hattya HAWT-tyoo

kell

hall

sour cherry
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® Mini-Dialogs

Tessék! Kell?

Here you are! Is it needed?

Ko6szonom! Igen, kell.

Thank you! Yes, it is.

Hat és kett6?

Six and two?

Nyolc!

Eight!

Read these aloud once more: dzsem (jam) - dzsungel (jungle) - madzag (string) - taxi (taxi) - fax

(fax) - extra (extra) - web (web).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok
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1. Which is "six" and which is "back": hat or hat?

hat (HAWT) = six; hat (HAHT) = back.

2. What does a doubled consonant tell you about how to say it?

Hold it for longer. Don't say it twice.

3. How is a doubled sz written? And a doubled cs?

ssz and ccs: only the first letter of the digraph is doubled.

4. Read aloud and translate: kel - kell

KEHL (rises) - KEHLL (must, is needed): the second has a longer "1".

5. Read aloud and translate: hosszi - hatty - tessék

HOS-soo (long) - HAWT-tyoo (swan) - TEHSH-shayk (please; here you are)

6. Where does the stress fall in hattyi and in tessék?

On the first syllable, always: HAT-tyd, TES-sék. A long vowel later in the word (the 1, the

¢é) does not move the stress.

You'll learn the names of the letters so you can spell words aloud, how alphabetical order treats

digraphs, and how to read Hungarian place names such as Budapest, Debrecen, Szeged, Gyor, Pécs
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and Miskolc.
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Spelling Aloud and Reading Names — Bettizés és

nevek

B The Letter Names

Most consonant names are the letter plus -€ (bé, cé, dé) or e- plus the letter (ef, el, em).

Digraphs have names too, and count as one letter: cs is "csé", sz is "esz".
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DOOP-law VAY

IHP-sih-lon

q is "ka", wis "dupla vé" (double v), x is "iksz" and y is "ipszilon". Spelling a name with a digraph?

Say the digraph's own name once: Szabd is esz, z¢, a, bé, 6.

B3 Alphabetical Order
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In a dictionary or a phone list, Hungarian treats each digraph as one letter, placed after its first
etter: ¢, cs, d, dz, dzs, e, g, gy, 1, ly, n, ny, s, sz, t, ty, z, zs. Accented vowels sit right after
their plain partners (a, d; o, 6, 6, 6). So cukor (sugar) comes before csak (only), and gomb

(button) comes before gyerek (child).

@ Reading Place Names

Budapest BOO-daw-pesht the capital
Debrecen DEH-breh-tsehn city in the east
Szeged SEH-gehd city in the south
Gy(')'r DYEUUR city in the north-west
Pécs city in the south-west

Miskolc MIH-shkolts city in the north-east

Hungarians say the family name first: Szabo Anna is Anna Szab6. You will see this on signs, forms

and phone lists.

® Mini-Dialogs

Mi a neve? Hol van Pécs?

What is your name? Where is Pécs?
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Szab6 Anna. Délen.

Anna Szabo. In the south.

Hogy irjak?

How is it spelt?

Esz, z¢é, a, bé, 0.

S-Z-A-B-O (with the accent).

Melyik varos?

Which town?

Szeged!

Szeged!

tessék (please) - kell (must) - hall (hears) - hosszi (long) - hatty (swan) - konny (tear).

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Spell Gyor aloud with letter names (gy, 6, r).
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gyé, 6, er: DYAY, EUU, EHR.

2. Which comes first in a Hungarian dictionary: cukor or csak?

cukor, because ¢ comes before cs.

3. How many letters is Szeged in Hungarian alphabetical terms?

Five: sz, e, g, e, d (sz counts as one).

4. Read aloud: Debrecen - Miskolc - Pécs

DEH-breh-tsehn - MIH-shkolts - PAYCH

5. What is the name of the letter w?

dupla vé ("double v'"): DOOP-law VAY.

6. Which name comes first in Szabé Anna: family name or given name?

The family name, Szab6.

The last chapter: reading practice with longer sentences using everything you have learned, and a

Course Complete recap. After that, Hungarian Basic 1 is the next step.
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M Reading Practice — Olvasasi gyakorlat

Jo reggelt!

K0szonom szépen!

Egy kavé, kérem.

Hol van a WC?

Budapest szép varos.

A kenyér és a dzsem finom.

Ez a konyv jo.

A hal nem hall.

Viszontlatasra!

YOH REHG-gehlt!

KEU-seu-neum

SAY-pehn!

EHDY KAH-vay,
KAY-rehm.

HOL VAWN aw
VAY-tsay?

BOO-daw-pesht
SAYP VVAH-rosh.

AW KEH-nyayr

AYSH aw DZHEHM

FIH-nom.

EHZ aw KEUNYV

YOH.

AW HAWL NEHM

HAWLL.

VIH-sont-lah-tah-

shraw!

Hungarian Alphabet 1 - Page 114

Good morning!

Thank you very

much!

One coffee,

please.

Where is the

toilet?

Budapest is a

beautiful city.

The bread and
the jam are

tasty.

This book is
good.

The fish does

not hear.

Goodbye!




A few words here (kavé, kérem, finom, varos, szép, jo, nem, ez) are new vocabulary; they are

included to give you real sentences to read. You will learn them properly in Hungarian Basic 1.

# Final Check — Gyakorlatok

1. What does the letter s sound like, and what does sz sound like?

n_.n

s="sh";sz="s".

2. Which vowels take back endings and which take front endings?

Words with a 4 0 6 u 4 take back endings; words with 6 6 i G take front endings. e é i1 are

neutral, and mixed words follow the rules in Chapters 8—10.

3. Where does the stress fall in every Hungarian word?

On the first syllable.

4. What is the difference in sound between hal and hall?

The [ in hall is held longer.

5. Read aloud: Viszontlatasra!

VIH-sont-lah-tah-shraw! (Goodbye!)
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6. Spell Pécs with letter names.

pé, é, csé: PAY, AY, CHAY.

% Course Complete — Recap

Back vowelsado 6 Say and spot the back vowels, and tell short from long.
uu,eé ii Read every plain and long vowel.

66,ul Read the rounded front vowels, with double acute marks.
Vowel harmony Pick the right ending for back, front and mixed words.
bpdtgk fvhmnlz Read the consonants that match English.

rsszzs Handle the big swap: s = sh, sz = s.

ccsj Readc=ts,cs =chandj =y.

gy ty ny ly Read the soft consonants.

dzdzsqwxy Read the rare letters in names and loanwords.

Length Tell short from long sounds, and write doubled digraphs.

Letter names Spell aloud, alphabetise with digraphs, read place names.

Congratulations: you can read Hungarian aloud. The next step is Hungarian Basic 1, a practical

conversation course where you start using the language: greetings, introductions, ordering and more.

Hungarian Alphabet 1 - Page 116




