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% Talking About Your Family — Parler de sa famille

Tu as des freres et sceurs, Camille ?
Tu as des freres et sceurs ?

Do you have brothers and sisters, Camille?

Do you have any brothers and sisters?

Non, je suis fille unique. Et toi ?
Oui, j'ai un frére et une sceur.

No, I'm an only child. And you?

Yes, I have one brother and one sister.

Moi, j'ai trois freres !

Ils ont quel age ?

I have three brothers!

How old are they?

Trois ! Chez vous, ce n'est jamais
Mon frere a vingt-deux ans et ma calme !

sceur a dix-huit ans.

Three! It's never quiet at your place!

My brother is twenty-two and my sister is

eighteen.

French Lesson - Basic Conversation 1 - Chapter 5 - Your Family - Page 2 of 10




C'est qui sur la photo ?

Who is that in the photo?

C'est ma mere, mon pere et ma

soeur.

That's my mother, my father and my sister.

Ta mere est tres jeune !

Your mother looks very young!

Elle a quarante-neuf ans. Mon pere

a cinquante-deux ans.

She's forty-nine. My father is fifty-two.

Tes grands-parents habitent ou ?

Where do your grandparents live?

Mes grands-parents habitent en

Ecosse.

My grandparents live in Scotland.

Ils ont quel age ?

Vous avez des enfants, Madame ?

Do you have children, madam?

Oui, j'ai deux enfants : un fils et une

fille.

Yes, I have two children: a son and a

daughter.

IIs habitent ici ?

Do they live here?

Mon fils habite a Paris et ma fille

habite en Belgique.

My son lives in Paris and my daughter lives in

Belgium.

Vous étes marié, Monsieur Girard ?

Are you married, Mr Girard?

Oui. Ma femme s'appelle Claire.

Yes. My wife's name is Claire.

Vous avez des enfants ?
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How old are they? Do you have children?

Ma grand-mere a quatre-vingt-cinq Nous avons un fils. Il a six ans.
ans et mon grand-pere a quatre-

. We have a son. He's six.
vingt-sept ans.

My grandmother is eighty-five and my

grandfather is eighty-seven.

4~ Key Phrases at a Glance — Phrases clés

Do you have . .
Vous avez des fréres et sceurs ? Tu as des freres et sceurs ?

siblings?

Combien de fréres et sceurs avez- Tu as combien de freres et
How many?
vous ? soeurs ?

| have... J'ai un fréere et deux sceurs. J'ai un frére et deux sceurs.
I'm an only child Je suis fils unique / fille unique. Je suis fils unique / fille unique.

Do you have

children?

Vous avez des enfants ? Tu as des enfants ?

| have no children Je n'ai pas d'enfants. J'ai pas d'enfants.

£2 The Family — La famille

le pere luh PAIR father la mere lah MAIR mother

le frere luh FRAIR brother la sceur lah SUR sister
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le grand-

pére

['oncle

le cousin

le neveu

les parents

I'enfant

grandfather

uncle

luh koo-ZE cousin (m.)

lay pah-RA parents

child (m. or
f)

la femme

la grand-mere

EREIIE

la cousine

la niece

les grands-

parents

le bébé

lah FEEY

lah FAHM

lah gra-
MAIR

lah TAT

lah koo-
ZEEN

lah NYES

lay gra-pah-
RA

luh bay-BAY

daughter;
girl

wife; woman

grandmother

cousin (f.)

grandparents

baby

Les parents means mother and father, not "relatives". For relatives in general, say la famille or

les proches ("close family and friends"). Also note the sounds: le fils (son) is "FEES", with the s

pronounced, while la fille (daughter) is "FEEY", with a "y" sound at the end. They look alike and

sound quite different.

® "My, Your, His, Her" — Les possessifs
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10)% mon pére ma mere mes parents mé / mah / may

your (tu) ton pere ta mere tes parents to / tah / tay

his / her son pere sa mere ses parents s6 / sah / say
notre pere / notre mere nos parents NOH-truh / noh

your (vous) votre pere / votre mére vos parents VOH-truh / voh

their leur pere / leur mere leurs parents LUHR / LUHR

A feminine noun that begins with a vowel sound takes mon / ton / son instead of ma / ta / sa,
because "ma amie" would clash: mon amie (my friend, f.), ton école (your school), son enfant.
Plural forms are simple: mes, tes, ses, nos, vos, leurs, and the s links onto a vowel: mes amis is

"may-zah-MEE".

\» Three Verbs You Just Used — Trois verbes

zhuh trah-

je travaille
VAHY

ti trah-
VAHY

tu aimes tu travailles

il / elle ) . ) ) eel trah-
il aime il travaille
/on VAHY
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noo- _ i noo trah-
~ nous aimons nous travaillons .
zah-VO vah-YO

voo trah-

vah-YAY

VOus avez VOUS aimez vous travaillez

ils aiment eel-ZEM ils travaillent

After a negative, un / une / des change to de (or d' before a vowel): J'ai un frere — Je n'ai pas de
frere; J'ai des enfants — Je n'ai pas d'enfants. And combien ("how many") is followed by de as

well: Combien de fréres as-tu ? The nice summary is: if you're counting nothing, use de.

M Vocabulary — Vocabulaire

EREINIIIE fah-MEEY family
les parents pah-RA parents
le pere PAIR father
la mére MAIR mother
le frere FRAIR brother

la sceur SUR sister

le fils
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la fille FEEY daughter; girl

I'enfant la-FA child

noun, m./f.

le mari mah-REE husband

la femme FAHM wife; woman

le grand-pere

gra-PAIR grandfather

la grand-mere gra-MAIR grandmother

I'oncle O-kluh uncle

la tante TAT aunt

le cousin/ la

cousine

marié / mariée

célibataire

koo-ZE / koo-
ZEEN

mah-ree-AY

say-lee-bah-

cousin (m. /
f)

married

single

TAIR

unique U-NEEK only, unique

to like, to
ay-MAY
love

Chapter 2 mentioned that mon copain / ma copine usually means boyfriend or girlfriend. For a
longer-term partner you'll also hear mon compagnon / ma compagne ("my partner"), which
doesn't say whether you're married. Many couples in France are in a PACS (pacsé(e), a civil
partnership), so mari / femme is only right if you're actually married. At home, grandparents are

often mamie and papi (or mémé and pépé), and parents maman and papa.
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J'aime is both "I like" and "I love", and the context decides. With things it is the milder one: J'aime
le café is "I like coffee", while J'adore le café is "I love coffee". With people it is stronger: Je t'aime
means "I love you" and is used for a partner or close family, so use J'aime bien Paul ("I like Paul")

for a friend. Notice too that je + aime = j'aime with the elision from Chapter 2.

# Try It Yourself — Exercices

1. Say "I have a brother and two sisters."

J'ai un frére et deux sceurs.

2. Say "I'm an only child" (as a man, then as a woman).

Je suis fils unique. / Je suis fille unique.

3. Fill the gaps with the right possessive: mere (my) - pere (your, informal) -

parents (their) - amie (my, a female friend).

ma mere - ton pere - leurs parents - mon amie (a feminine word starting with a vowel takes

mon).

4. Ask someone if they have brothers and sisters: informally, then formally.

Tu as des freres et sceurs ? / Vous avez des freres et sceurs ?

5. Say "I don't have any children."

Je n'ai pas d'enfants. (After a negative: de / d', not des.)
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6. Say "My grandmother lives in Wales" and "Her father works in Paris."

Ma grand-mere habite au pays de Galles. - Son pere travaille a Paris.

You can now talk about your family. Next up: talking about your job: professions, workplaces, Je

travaille comme..., and the little trick French uses for masculine and feminine job titles.
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