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8 Numbers, Age & Contact Details — Les nombres,

1'age et les coordonnées

Part 1 - Numbers 0—20 — Les nombres de zéro a vingt
un / une

cinq

quatorze quinze

dix-sept dix-huit dix-neuf

From 17 to 19 French simply says "ten-seven, ten-eight, ten-nine" (dix-sept, dix-huit, dix-neuf); 11
to 16 are separate words, each ending in -ze. Un is "one" for masculine things (un ami) and une for
feminine ones (une amie). Finally, watch the final consonants of cing, six, sept, huit, neuf, dix: said

alone, you hear the last sound (sees, set, weet, nuf, dees), but before a word starting with a
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consonant it often disappears (six personnes is "see pair-SON"). Before a vowel sound it links on:

dix ans is "dee-ZA". Follow the pronunciation lines and your ear will pick this up.

Comptons jusqu'a dix ! Excusez-moi, quel bus va au centre-

Let's count to ten!

Un, deux, trois, quatre, cing, six,

sept, huit, neuf, dix !

One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight,

nine, ten!

Et apres dix ?

And after ten?

Onze, douze, treize, quatorze,
quinze, seize !

Eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen,

sixteen!

vingt

trente

ville ?

Excuse me, which bus goes to the town

centre?

Le numéro quinze.

Number fifteen.

Le quinze ou le cinquante ?
Fifteen or fifty?

Le quinze, Madame. Quinze, un-
cing.

Fifteen, madam. Fifteen: one-five.

Part 2 - The Tens & Your Age — Les dizaines et 1'age
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quarante

cinquante

soixante

soixante-dix

quatre-vingts

quatre-vingt-dix

cent

mille

vingt et un

vingt-deux

trente-cing

quarante-sept

soixante-huit

soixante et onze

soixante-dix-sept

quatre-vingt-un

quatre-vingt-douze

quatre-vingt-dix-

neuf
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kah-RAT
sé-KAT
swah-SAT
swah-sat-DEES
kah-truh-VE

kah-truh-vé-DEES

vé-tay-EN
vet-DUH
trat-SEK
kah-rat-SET

swah-sat-WEET

swah-sat-ay-0Z

swah-sdt-dee-SET

kah-truh-vé-EN

kah-truh-ve-DOOZ

kah-truh-vé-deez-

NUF




Up to 69 French counts just as English does. From 70 it switches to a base-20 style that survives
from older French: 70 is "sixty-ten" (soixante-dix), 80 is "four twenties" (quatre-vingts), and 90 is
"four-twenty-ten". It sounds like a puzzle at first, but once you do the sum it always works, and
every French child learns it, so you're in good company. Belgians and many Swiss speakers have a
tidier system with septante (70) and nonante (90), and you'll be understood in France if you use

them, though people may smile at the accent.

Tu as quel age, Léa ?

Votre nom, s'il vous plait ?
How old are you, Léa?

Your surname, please?

Moreau. Paul Moreau.

Moreau. Paul Moreau.

Vingt-cinqg ans ?

Quel age avez-vous, Monsieur

Twenty-five?
Y Moreau ?

How old are you, Mr Moreau?

Presque ! J'ai vingt-sept ans. Et

toi ?

J'ai quarante-six ans.
Almost! I'm twenty-seven. And you?

I'm forty-six.

J'al trente et un ans.

Merci, c'est noté.

I'm thirty-one.

Thank you, noted.
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jai

tu tu as

il /elle/on il /elle/ona

nous avons

VOus avez

ils / elles ils / elles ont

zhay

ti ah

eel ah /el ah / 6-NAH

noo-zah-VO

voo-zah-VAY

eel-ZO

J'ai vingt ans.

Tu as quel age ?

Elle a trente ans.

Nous avons le méme age.

Vous avez quel age ?

[Is ont dix ans.

In English you are thirty; in French you have thirty years: J'ai trente ans, never Je suis trente

ans. Always say ans ("years"), even though English drops it. A second tip: with a friend, asking the

age is easy, but with an adult you've just met it can feel nosy, especially if you're asking a woman.

Wait until you know someone, or let them bring it up. Between young people, Tu as quel age ? is

fine.

The final consonant of a number often appears before ans: deux ans "duh-ZA", trois ans "trwah-

ZA", six ans "see-ZA", dix ans "dee-ZA", vingt ans "v&-TA". It happens automatically if you run the

number straight into ans without a pause.

Part 3 - Phone Numbers & Email — Le téléphone et

lI'adresse e-mail
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06 12 34 56 zéro six, douze, trente-quatre, zay-roh SEES, dooz, trat-KAH-truh, sé-kat-
78 cinquante-six, soixante-dix-huit SEES, swah-sat-dee-ZWEET

01 45 67 89 zéro un, quarante-cing, soixante-sept, zay-roh-EN, kah-rat-SEK, swah-sdt-SET,
00 quatre-vingt-neuf, zéro zéro kah-truh-vé-NUF, zay-roh-zay-ROH

The French say a phone number in five pairs, as above, with a tiny pause between pairs. Reading
digit by digit sounds odd. If you need to hear a number again, ask Pouvez-vous répéter, s'il vous
plait ? or Encore une fois, s'il vous plait. Calling from abroad? France's country code is +33, and

you drop the first 0: 06 12 34 56 78 becomes +33 6 12 34 56 78.

@ arobase ah-roh-BAHZ

. (dot) point pwé

- (hyphen) tiret tee-RAY

_ (underscore) tiret du bas tee-ray di BAH

.com / fr point com / point f-r pwé KOM / pwé eff-AIR

Tu as un portable ? C'est quoi, ton Quelle est votre adresse e-mail,

numéro ? Madame ?
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What is your email address, madam?

Do you have a mobile? What's your number?

Sophie point Lambert arobase

Zéro six, douze, trente-quatre, gmail point com

cinquante-six, soixante-dix-huit.

sophie.lambert@gmail.com

06 12 34 56 78.

Pouvez-vous épeler « Lambert »,

Je répete : zéro six, douze, trente- s'il vous plait ?

quatre...

Could you spell "Lambert", please?

I'll repeat: 06 12 34 ...

L-A-M-B-E-R-T.
C'est ¢ca ! Appelle-moi demain.
L-A-M-B-E-R-T.

That's right! Call me tomorrow.
Merci beaucoup.

Thank you very much.

M Vocabulary — Vocabulaire

le chiffre SHEE-fruh digit, figure

le nombre NO-bruh number (amount) noun, m.

le numéro ni-may-ROH number (identifier) noun, m.
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compter

le téléphone

le portable

|'adresse e-

mail

['arobase

le point

le tiret

répéter

appeler

deviner

combien

quel / quelle

presque

encore

ko-TAY

ah-VWAHR

AHZH

é-NA

tay-lay-FON

por-TAH-bluh

ah-DRES ee-
MEL

ah-roh-BAHZ

pwé

tee-RAY

ray-pay-TAY

ah-play-LAY

duh-vee-NAY

k6-BYE

kel

PRES-kuh
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to count

to have

age

a year

telephone

mobile phone

email address

the @ sign

dot, full stop

hyphen, dash

to repeat

to call, to phone

to guess

how much, how

many

which, what

almost

again, still, more




Un nombre is a number as a quantity or in maths (un grand nombre de personnes, "a large number
of people"). Un numéro is a number that identifies something: a phone number, a bus number, a

house number. When you want a phone number, always ask for the numéro de téléphone.

Quel ("which, what") agrees with the noun that follows: quel dge (m.), quelle adresse (1.), quels
numéros (m. pl.), quelles lettres (f. pl.). All four sound the same, "kel", so it only matters when you

write.

# Try It Yourself — Exercices

1. Say how old you are (use your own age, for example 25).

J'ai vingt-cinq ans. (Use avoir, not étre.)

2, Say 71 and 94 in French.

71 = soixante et onze (60 + 11). 94 = quatre-vingt-quatorze (4 x 20 + 14).

3. Read out this mobile number: 07 45 82 19 60.

Zéro sept, quarante-cing, quatre-vingt-deux, dix-neuf, soixante.

4. Ask a friend how old they are, then ask a colleague you don't know well (formally).

Friend: Tu as quel age ? Formal: Quel age avez-vous ? (or, more tactfully, don't ask at all

unless you need to!)

5. Read aloud the email address ben.roux@mail.fr.
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Ben point roux arobase mail point f-r. (Pronounced: ben pwé ROO ah-roh-BAHZ mayl

pw¢ eff-AIR.)

6. What is wrong with Je suis trente ans, and how do you fix it?

French uses avoir (to have) for age, not étre. Correct: J'ai trente ans.

You can now count, give your age, and share your phone number and email. Next up: where
you're from: countries, nationalities, and saying Je viens de... and Je suis... with the right

masculine or feminine form.
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