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CHSTART001X

The Golden Team & Hungarian Football
Chapter 1 · Why the Golden Team? Scope & Sources

In the early 1950s the best football team in the world came from a country of about nine million
people, still rebuilding after the war and under a one-party state. This chapter says who the
Golden Team were, why their story is worth a whole course, how the ten chapters are arranged,
and what kind of sources the course uses. It is an orientation chapter, so it names few dates, and
each one is worth fixing in your mind: the later chapters build on them.

The Aranycsapat in One Paragraph

The Aranycsapat (Hungarian for "Golden Team") is the name given to the Hungarian national
side of roughly 1950 to 1956. It won the Olympic football tournament at Helsinki in 1952 and
went unbeaten for more than thirty matches. On 25 November 1953 it beat England 6–3 at
Wembley, England's first home defeat by a team from outside the British Isles. It then reached
the 1954 World Cup final in Switzerland as clear favourites and lost 3–2 to West Germany. Two
years later the uprising of 1956 scattered the players across Europe, and the team never played
together again.

Why it deserves a course

The Golden Team matter for three reasons that run through every chapter. They played
differently (fluid positions, a forward who dropped deep, constant movement). They were
prepared differently, in a way that exposed how England approached the game at the
time. And they lost the one match that counted most, which turned a sporting
achievement into a national memory.

The Five Names to Know Before Chapter 2

Ferenc Puskás

The captain and best-known player, a left-
footed forward from the army club Honvéd.
Later a star at Real Madrid.

Nándor Hidegkuti

The centre-forward who dropped back into
midfield, confusing the defenders who were
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told to mark him. Chapter 4 explains why
this mattered.

Gusztáv Sebes

The coach and organiser behind the team,
and a key figure in its preparation for the
England match.

Sándor Kocsis

A prolific goalscorer, famous for his heading,
who also left Hungary after 1956.

Jimmy Hogan

An Englishman who coached in Budapest
from 1914 and taught ideas about passing
and ball control. Hungarians remember him;

England largely forgot him. He has his own
chapter (Chapter 3).

What the Course Covers

The ten chapters follow the story in order, with the Golden Team at the centre.

Chapter What it covers

1 Why the Golden Team? Scope & Sources (this chapter)

2 How football reached Budapest and the café culture around its clubs, up to the 1938
World Cup final

3 Jimmy Hogan, the Englishman who taught Hungary

4 Building the Golden Team, and the tactical revolution

5 Wembley, 25 November 1953, and how each side prepared

6 Bern 1954: the final

7 1956: the team scattered
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Chapter What it covers

8 Hungarians who shaped football abroad

9 After the golden age: 1957 to today

10 Capstone: how a team became a national legend

The course is mostly about football, not politics. Where the story touches the post-war state or
the 1956 uprising, it gives only the background needed to understand what happened to the
players. Only one chapter covers the years since 1956, because the course is about the Golden
Team and their world.

Names: A Note on Word Order

Hungarians write the family name first, so the captain is Puskás Ferenc in Hungary. This course
uses the English order (Ferenc Puskás), as English-language books and match reports do.
Hungarian spellings keep their accents (Puskás, Hidegkuti, Bozsik), and the stress in Hungarian
words always falls on the first syllable.

Pronouncing the main names

Puskás is roughly POOSH-kahsh ("s" is "sh" and "á" is a long "ah"), and Hidegkuti is
roughly HEE-deg-koo-tee. Kocsis is roughly KO-chish, because "cs" sounds like "ch". Take
these as approximations.

Sources and How This Course Uses Them

Match results, dates and line-ups for this period are well documented, so the course states them
plainly. Three kinds of material get more careful handling:

Eyewitness accounts and later memoirs. Players and journalists remembered the 1953
and 1954 matches vividly, and details such as weather, ball weight and what was said in
the dressing room differ between accounts. Where sources disagree, the course says so
rather than choosing the best story.
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Legend. Football history collects stories that are too good to check. Some, such as the
idea that the Golden Team's 1954 defeat was inevitable, are repeated as fact. Each is
flagged when it appears.
Political framing. The state used the team as proof of the system, and Western accounts
sometimes treated it as proof of the opposite. The course tries to avoid both readings.

Good starting points for further reading are the match archives of FIFA and the Hungarian
Football Federation, and Jonathan Wilson's history of tactics, Inverting the Pyramid, which has a
long section on Hungary. They are suggestions for your own reading, and the course does not
depend on them.

A caution about numbers

Totals such as "unbeaten in thirty-odd matches" or the number of goals scored are
counted differently by different sources, depending on whether Olympic and friendly
matches are included. Later chapters give the figure along with what it counts.

Exercises

EXERCISE 1

In your own words, say who the Aranycsapat were and name the three results from this
chapter that explain why they are remembered (one of them a defeat).

→ Solution

EXERCISE 2

A match report calls the captain "Puskás Ferenc", and another calls him "Ferenc
Puskás". Explain the difference and say which form this course uses.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 3

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-1_exercise1.txt
file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-1_exercise2.txt
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Choose the chapter you would read for each of these questions: who taught Hungarian
players to pass the ball, what happened in the final, and what the players did after 1956.

→ Solution

Quick Reference

Aranycsapat: "Golden Team", the Hungarian national side of about 1950 to 1956

1952: Olympic football gold at Helsinki

25 November 1953: Hungary beat England 6–3 at Wembley

1954: lost the World Cup final 3–2 to West Germany, in Bern

1956: the uprising scattered the players

Names: English order used (Ferenc Puskás), Hungarian accents kept

Two chapters on particular themes: Jimmy Hogan (Chapter 3) and the Wembley
preparation (Chapter 5)

Next chapter: Football Arrives: Budapest's Coffee-House Game, which covers how the sport
reached Hungary and how it grew up around the city's cafés and clubs.

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-1_exercise3.txt
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CHSTART002X

The Golden Team & Hungarian Football
Chapter 2 · Football Arrives: Budapest's Coffee-House Game

The Golden Team did not appear from nowhere. Hungarian football already had half a century
of clubs, rivalries, crowds and ideas behind it by 1950. This chapter follows the game from its
arrival in the late nineteenth century, through the clubs and cafés that nursed it, to the 1938
World Cup final, where Hungary first showed how good it could be and first learned how it feels
to lose a final. Several dates here are approximate, as the sources vary on early football, and the
chapter says so where it matters.

A Game From Elsewhere

Football reached Hungary from Britain, as it did most of Europe, in the last decades of the
nineteenth century. It travelled with students who had studied abroad, engineers and
businessmen, and visiting British players and teachers. At the time Hungary was one half of the
Austro-Hungarian monarchy, and Budapest was a fast-growing capital with a confident middle
class, newspapers and a strong sporting culture of gymnastics, fencing and athletics. Football
found a place in that world early and grew quickly, helped by being cheap to play and easy to
follow.

Why the early history matters

By the time the Golden Team formed, Hungarian football had a long inheritance of clubs,
coaches and playing style. The 1950s side was the high point of a tradition, not the start of
one. Keep that in mind in Chapters 3 and 4.

The Clubs

Hungarian football grew around a handful of Budapest clubs, each with its own identity. These
rivalries lasted through the Golden Team years and beyond.
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Club Founded
(approx.)

Known for

MTK (Magyar
Testgyakorlók Köre)

1888 A stylish passing side in the early twentieth century, and the
club where Jimmy Hogan worked (Chapter 3). Often
associated with Budapest's Jewish middle class.

Ferencváros (FTC) 1899 The "Green Eagles" in green and white, with the biggest
popular following in Hungary.

Újpest 1885 A working-class club from the north of the city, in purple
and white, and a regular rival of Ferencváros.

Honvéd 1949 in its
post-war form

The army club. The state concentrated talent here, and it
supplied most of the Golden Team (Chapter 4).

A caution about founding dates

Clubs were founded, merged, renamed and refounded repeatedly, especially after 1945,
and sources disagree on the "official" year for some of them. Use the table as a guide to
the order and not as a citation.

The Coffee-House Game

Budapest's coffee houses were part of the city's public life, and football lived in them as much as
on the pitch. Players, journalists, officials and fans met in cafés to argue about selections, tactics
and the latest match. Clubs often had a favourite café, and football writers helped to create a
lively, opinionated culture around the game. The phrase "coffee-house football" has stuck as
shorthand for a way of playing that is thoughtful, technical and talkative: the game is analysed
before it is played. The phrase is partly a legend, and no one should treat it as a precise
description of the clubs, but it points to something real about the culture.

Hungarian word

A coffee house is a kávéház (roughly KAH-vay-hahz). The stress falls on the first syllable, as
in all Hungarian words.
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The Danubian Style

Football in Vienna, Budapest and Prague developed a recognisable style in the early twentieth
century, often called the Danubian school. The British game of the time stressed long balls,
physical challenges and individual running. The Danubian approach put more weight on short
passing along the ground and on technique with the ball. Scottish coaches, sometimes
nicknamed "Scotch professors", had been influential in this: their passing game, based on short
combinations, suited central Europe. English coaches such as Jimmy Hogan (Chapter 3) added to
it.

How far this was a single style, and how much of it came from Scotland rather than England, is
argued over by football historians. This course treats it as a broad tendency rather than a fixed
school.

Internationals and Rivals

A national football side was founded in 1901, when the Hungarian Football Federation (Magyar
Labdarúgó Szövetség) was set up. Hungary's first international match was against Austria in
Vienna in 1902, and it was lost heavily, by a score generally given as 5–0. The Vienna–Budapest
fixture then became one of the oldest regular rivalries in European football, and it drove both
nations to improve.

Date Event

1880s–
1890s

Football arrives and the first Budapest clubs form.

1901 The Hungarian Football Federation is founded; a national championship begins.

1902 Hungary's first international, a defeat by Austria in Vienna.

1920s Hungary becomes a strong European side; the Mitropa Cup (a central European club
competition) begins in 1927 and Hungarian clubs do well.

1938 Hungary reaches the World Cup final, in France.

The Interwar Years
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After the First World War and the Treaty of Trianon (1920), Hungary lost about two-thirds of its
former territory and a large part of its population. Sport, and football in particular, became one
place where national pride could be expressed. Hungarian clubs won international trophies in
the Mitropa Cup, and the national side was among the best in Europe. The best-known player of
the period was György Sárosi, a centre-forward for Ferencváros (and later also a coach), who
became captain of the national team.

1938: The First Final

At the 1938 World Cup in France, Hungary reached the final, beating Sweden in the semi-final.
The final was played in Paris against Italy, the reigning world champions, and Hungary lost 4–2.
The result is the first of two World Cup final defeats in this course. It matters for later chapters
for two reasons. First, it showed that a Hungarian side could compete at the very top. Second, it
began a pattern that Hungarians sometimes call a national habit: coming agonisingly close, then
losing.

Handle with care

The "habit of losing finals" is a popular narrative and not an established fact. Chapter 10
returns to it when it asks how the 1953–54 team became a legend, so for now treat it as a
theme, not a conclusion.

Exercises

EXERCISE 1

Name the four clubs in the chapter's table and say what each is known for.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 2

Explain what is meant by the "Danubian style" and why the chapter calls it a tendency
and not a fixed school.

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-2_exercise1.txt
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→ Solution

EXERCISE 3

Using the chapter's timeline, explain in two or three sentences why the Golden Team of
the 1950s can be called the high point of a tradition rather than the start of one.

→ Solution

Quick Reference

Arrival: football reached Hungary from Britain in the late nineteenth century

Clubs: MTK, Ferencváros, Újpest, and (post-war) the army club Honvéd

Coffee-house football: a culture of discussion and technique around the game, partly
legend

Danubian style: short passing and technique, shared by Vienna, Budapest and Prague

1901–02: the national federation is founded, then a first international defeat by Austria

1938: Hungary loses the World Cup final 4–2 to Italy

Next chapter: Jimmy Hogan: The Englishman Who Taught Hungary, which looks at the coach
whose ideas fed this tradition and who ended up honoured in Budapest and forgotten at home.

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-2_exercise2.txt
file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-2_exercise3.txt
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CHSTART003X

The Golden Team & Hungarian Football
Chapter 3 · Jimmy Hogan: The Englishman Who Taught Hungary

Hungary's greatest football team was shaped partly by an Englishman almost nobody in
England had heard of. Jimmy Hogan spent much of his career teaching football in central
Europe, and Hungarians have long credited him as a founding influence on their style. This
chapter tells his story, sets out what he taught, and asks why his reputation is so different in
Budapest and in Britain. Hogan's life is less well documented than the 1953 match, so this
chapter flags where dates and claims need care.

Who Was Jimmy Hogan?

James "Jimmy" Hogan was born in Nelson, Lancashire, in 1882 and died in 1974. He was a
professional footballer in England, playing for clubs that included Burnley, Fulham and Bolton
Wanderers, and he retired from playing to become a coach at a time when coaching was a new
and poorly regarded profession in his own country. Abroad, the profession was less set in its
ways, and clubs and national federations in the Netherlands, Austria, Hungary, Switzerland and
Germany hired him to teach.

The central paradox

The country that invented the game paid little attention to one of its best teachers, while a
small country on the Danube treated him as a founding father. Understanding that gap
says as much about English football in the first half of the twentieth century as it does
about Hogan.

A Career Abroad

Period
(approx.)

Where What

Before
1910

England Plays professionally for several clubs, including Fulham and
Bolton.

1910s Netherlands Coaches the Dutch national side and Dutch clubs.
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Period
(approx.)

Where What

1912–14 Austria Works with the Austrian national side and Vienna clubs.

1914–21 Hungary Coaches MTK in Budapest, which dominates Hungarian football
in these years.

1920s Switzerland,
Germany and
elsewhere

Coaches Swiss and German clubs. For the Swiss national side's
1924 Olympic campaign he is one of a committee of coaches, in
charge of one of three regional coaching groups (see below).

1930s Austria and
England

Returns to Vienna, then manages Aston Villa from 1936 to 1939.

A caution about the timeline

The periods above are approximate and come from general histories. Hogan moved often,
some posts overlapped or were short, and the First World War interrupted his time in
central Europe. Check a dedicated biography before relying on a specific year.

What He Taught

Pass and move

Keep the ball on the ground, pass it short,
and move to receive the next pass, instead
of kicking it long and chasing it.

Ball control first

Train with the ball, not just around it.
Hogan's sessions are described as centred
on touch, control and passing and not on
endurance running alone.

Thinking players

Football is played with the head as well as
the feet. Players should understand space
and decide quickly instead of waiting to be
told.
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None of these ideas was unique to Hogan, and he built on the Scottish passing game described
in Chapter 2. What marked him out was his persistence: he carried them between countries for
decades and insisted on them when many English coaches did not.

Hogan and the Swiss Olympic team

Switzerland's Olympic squad was prepared by a committee of coaches that included
Hogan, Teddy Duckworth and Izidor "Dori" Kürschner. Duckworth was the head coach at
the Olympics, and Hogan was in charge of one of the three regional coaching groups. It is
a good example of Hogan's career: an important teacher, but one part of a larger
organisation and not always the name on the team sheet.

MTK and the Hungarian Connection

Hogan's years at MTK, from 1914, are the heart of the Hungarian story. MTK played a technical,
passing game in this period and won a run of championships in the 1910s and early 1920s.
Players who learned there went on to become coaches and influences themselves, and the idea
of coaching as a serious craft spread through Hungarian football. Béla Guttmann, who appears
in Chapter 8 as one of the great peripatetic coaches, played for MTK in the early 1920s, which
links him to the same school (the exact overlap with Hogan is something to check).

Hogan and the Golden Team

Hogan was not alive to coach the Golden Team and was in his seventies when they were at their
peak. The connection is indirect, through the style he helped to establish and through the
people who inherited it. The most quoted evidence is a remark attributed to Gusztáv Sebes, the
Golden Team's coach, saying in effect that Hogan's name should be remembered whenever
Hungarian football history is told. Several accounts quote it, but the wording varies, so this
course treats it as a widely repeated attribution and does not quote it as fact. After the 1953
match, some English writers also began to ask who had taught the Hungarians, and Hogan's
name came up.

How to read the claim
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"Hogan taught Hungary to play" is shorthand. A fair version is that Hogan was one
important influence among several, including the Scottish coaches, Hungarian players and
coaches who developed the style themselves, and Sebes's own methods in the 1950s.

Why England Forgot Him

There are several reasons, and historians weigh them differently. The English game of the early
twentieth century was confident that it was the best in the world and did not feel the need to
learn from abroad. The Football Association was slow to take coaching seriously. Hogan also
worked in countries that were at war with Britain during the First World War, which some at
home viewed with suspicion. He returned to English football only intermittently and without a
major national post. The 6–3 defeat at Wembley in 1953 then made his absence from the English
story conspicuous.

The pattern to remember

Hogan's treatment illustrates a theme that returns in Chapter 5: England did not feel it
needed to adapt, and smaller football nations did. The Hungarians prepared for England;
England did not prepare for Hungary.

Exercises

EXERCISE 1

Give three facts about Jimmy Hogan's life and name the Budapest club that is central to
his Hungarian story.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 2

List the three ideas in the chapter's "What He Taught" section and explain how each
differed from the British approach of the time.

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-3_exercise1.txt
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→ Solution

EXERCISE 3

The chapter calls "Hogan taught Hungary to play" a shorthand. Write a fairer version in
two sentences and give one reason England forgot him.

→ Solution

Quick Reference

Jimmy Hogan: born in Nelson, Lancashire, in 1882; died in 1974

Career: player, then coach in the Netherlands, Austria, Hungary, Switzerland and
Germany; Aston Villa manager 1936–39

Key post: MTK Budapest from 1914

Ideas: pass and move, ball control first, thinking players

Link to the Golden Team: indirect, through the style and through a remark attributed
to Sebes

England: the game was confident, slow to take coaching seriously, and suspicious of
work in wartime enemy countries

Next chapter: The Making of the Aranycsapat, which builds the Golden Team itself: the army
club, the coach, the players and the tactical idea that confused defenders.

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-3_exercise2.txt
file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-3_exercise3.txt
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CHSTART004X

The Golden Team & Hungarian Football
Chapter 4 · The Making of the Aranycsapat

The Aranycsapat ("Golden Team") was not an accident of talent. It was built, from about 1949, by
a state that wanted a showpiece, a coach with firm ideas and a generation of players who
happened to be exceptional. This chapter follows the rebuild after the Second World War, the role
of the army club Honvéd, the coach Gusztáv Sebes, the main players, the Olympic gold of 1952,
and the tactical idea that confused opposing defenders. Dates and squad details are well
documented, but a few points are hedged where sources differ.

The Post-War Rebuild

After 1945 Hungary came under growing Communist control, and by 1949 it was a one-party
state. Sport was brought under state direction: clubs were reorganised under sponsoring
institutions such as the police, the army, trade unions and industries. The government saw
international sport as a way to prove the new system's strength, and football, already the
country's favourite game, was the obvious stage.

Success was political as well as sporting

The Golden Team's rise cannot be separated from the regime that funded and used it. The
football was real, the players were genuinely brilliant, and the authorities also claimed the
glory. Both statements are true, and the course keeps them side by side.

Honvéd: The Army Club

The club at the centre of the story began as Kispest AC, from a working-class district of
Budapest. In 1949 the army took it over and, after the change, it became Budapest Honvéd
(honvéd means "defender of the homeland"). Because military service was compulsory, the army
club could gather talented young men, and several of the best players of the day ended up at
Honvéd. Accounts differ on how much of this was direct pressure and how much was attraction,
so treat the exact mechanism with some caution.

The result was that Honvéd became a super-club, and the national team drew many of its
players from it. The side was a mixture, though: some key players came from other clubs, most
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importantly MTK (see below).

Gusztáv Sebes

Gusztáv Sebes (1906–1986) took charge of the national team in 1949. He had worked as a
factory worker and trade-union figure and had earlier played, and he held a senior position in
the sports administration as well as coaching. That double role mattered: he could argue for
players, training time and preparation at the level where decisions were made.

Team over individuals. He built the national side around a settled group that trained and
played together often.
Fluid positions. Players were expected to swap places and think about space, not stay
fixed to a numbered role.
Preparation. Sebes took friendlies and conditions seriously, a theme that matters for
Chapter 5.

Sebes admired the central-European passing tradition from earlier chapters, including the
influence of coaches such as Jimmy Hogan, but he also used modern ideas and made them his
own.

The Players

Player Position Known for

Ferenc Puskás
(1927–2006)

Inside-left /
forward

The captain and star; an extraordinary left foot and goal
record. Honvéd.

Sándor Kocsis
(1929–1979)

Inside-right /
forward

One of the best headers of a ball in the sport's history;
a prolific scorer. Honvéd.

Nándor Hidegkuti
(1922–2002)

Deep-lying centre-
forward

The playmaker who unsettled defences. MTK.

József Bozsik (1925–
1978)

Midfielder The team's passing and tempo. Honvéd.

Zoltán Czibor
(1929–1994)

Left wing Fast and direct down the flank.



The Golden Team and Hungarian Football · Page 19

Player Position Known for

Gyula Grosics
(1926–2014)

Goalkeeper Often described as an early "sweeper-keeper", who
came off his line to play as an extra defender.

Other regulars included Jenő Buzánszky, Gyula Lóránt, Mihály Lantos and József Zakariás in
defence and midfield, and Péter Palotás and others in attack, though line-ups changed between
matches. Names are given here in English order, as explained in Chapter 1.

Check the line-up before quoting it

The "classic" eleven differs slightly between the Olympic final, the Wembley match and the
1954 World Cup final. When a specific line-up matters, check it for that match.

Helsinki 1952: Olympic Gold

At the 1952 Olympics in Helsinki, Hungary won the football tournament, beating Yugoslavia 2–0
in the final. Puskás and Czibor are generally credited with the goals. It was the team's first major
international trophy and an early sign that they were serious. The Olympic football event of that
era was contested largely by amateur or state-amateur sides, so the Soviet bloc teams were
stronger than they would have been in a professional contest, and some commentators discount
the gold on that basis. It is still true that Hungary played with a clarity that other sides did not
match.

The Tactical Revolution

Most teams of the period used the "WM" formation, with three defenders, two half-backs, two
inside forwards and three forwards, and a centre-forward who played high up the pitch against a
centre-half marking him man for man. The Hungarian idea was to pull this apart.

The deep centre-forward

Hidegkuti, nominally the centre-forward,
dropped back into the space between
midfield and defence. The opposing centre-
half, trained to follow his man, had to

Space behind

If the centre-half stayed put, Hidegkuti had
time and room. If he followed, the space he
left was exploited by Puskás and Kocsis
running in from the inside-forward positions.
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choose between following him out of
defence or leaving him free.

Rotating shapes

Wingers, inside forwards and midfielders
swapped roles during the game, so
defenders could not rely on marking a fixed
role.

Why this mattered

The move is sometimes described as an early step towards modern ideas such as the
"false nine" and "total football". That description is a useful shorthand, but the Golden
Team still used a recognisable formation; the innovation was in how its players moved
inside it.

Unbeaten for Four Years

Between a defeat to Austria in 1950 and the 1954 World Cup final, the national team went about
thirty games without losing. Sources give the exact count slightly differently (often 31 or 32
matches), so this course says "about thirty" unless a specific list is cited. The record gives the
1953 Wembley match its weight, which is the subject of the next chapter.

Exercises

EXERCISE 1

Explain how Kispest AC became Budapest Honvéd, and why the army connection
helped the national team.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 2

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-4_exercise1.txt
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Describe the deep-lying centre-forward role, using Hidegkuti as the example, and
explain the dilemma it created for the opposing centre-half.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 3

Give one argument for and one argument against treating the 1952 Olympic gold as
proof that Hungary was the best team in the world.

→ Solution

Quick Reference

Aranycsapat: "Golden Team", the Hungarian side of the early 1950s

Honvéd: formerly Kispest AC; taken over by the army in 1949

Coach: Gusztáv Sebes (1906–1986), national coach from 1949

Core players: Puskás, Kocsis, Hidegkuti, Bozsik, Czibor, Grosics

Olympics: gold at Helsinki 1952, 2–0 against Yugoslavia

Tactic: Hidegkuti as a deep-lying centre-forward against the WM formation

Record: about thirty games unbeaten from 1950 to the 1954 final

Next chapter: Wembley, 25 November 1953, where the Golden Team met England at home and
the preparation of each side told the story before kick-off.

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-4_exercise2.txt
file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-4_exercise3.txt
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CHSTART005X

The Golden Team & Hungarian Football
Chapter 5 · Wembley, 25 November 1953

On 25 November 1953 Hungary beat England 6–3 at Wembley, and English football's belief that
it was the best in the world ended in ninety minutes. The match was called the "Match of the
Century", a label that sounds inflated but reflects how it was felt at the time. This chapter looks
at how Hungary prepared, how England did not, what happened on the pitch, and the 7–1 return
match in Budapest six months later. Scorers and times are well documented; a few colourful
stories are flagged as anecdotes.

England at Home

England had played international football since 1872 and had never lost a home match to a
team from outside the British Isles. The English game believed the rest of the world was a long
way behind. (England had lost at home to the Republic of Ireland in 1949, but that was a British-
Isles opponent, so the claim stands for continental sides.) England had also entered the World
Cup only in 1950 and gone out early, which was explained away as a one-off.

How Hungary Prepared

Gusztáv Sebes treated the match as a problem to be solved in advance. The steps usually
described are:

Study the opponent

Hungary's coaches watched England and
noted that the English centre-half marked
the centre-forward directly, which was the
weakness Hidegkuti's role was designed to
exploit (Chapter 4).

Match the conditions

Sebes arranged training with the heavier
English-style ball and, in the account usually
given, with a pitch and conditions similar to
Wembley's, so the team was not surprised
on the day.

Settled team

The side was the one that had played
together for years, with an agreed way of
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playing, and Honvéd players made up much
of it.

Anecdotes, not records

Stories such as Puskás juggling the ball in the warm-up while England looked on, or the
Hungarians' lighter boots, are repeated in many accounts. They fit the story well but are
not firmly documented in every detail, so treat them as colour.

England's Preparation

England's approach was far less thorough. The team was selected by a committee, as was usual,
and had little time together before the match. Reports describe a short training session and no
special plan for Hungary's unusual forward line. The English centre-half, Harry Johnston, was left
to decide whether to follow Hidegkuti. That is the dilemma described in Chapter 4, and it was
not solved in advance.

The contrast

Hungary prepared for England specifically; England prepared in the way it always had. The
result owes something to talent and tactics and something to the difference in
preparation. This was the same attitude to learning from abroad that Chapter 3 describes
in the story of Jimmy Hogan.

The Match

Around 100,000 people attended Wembley. The scorers, by the usual record, were:

Minute (approx.) Scorer Score

1 Hidegkuti (HUN) 0–1

15 Sewell (ENG) 1–1

20 Hidegkuti (HUN) 1–2
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Minute (approx.) Scorer Score

24 Puskás (HUN) 1–3

38 Mortensen (ENG) 2–3

38 Puskás (HUN) 2–4

50 Bozsik (HUN) 2–5

56 Hidegkuti (HUN) 2–6

57 Mortensen, penalty (ENG) 3–6

Hidegkuti scored a hat-trick, with the first goal after under a minute. Puskás's second goal, in
which he dragged the ball back with the sole of his boot to leave a defender off balance before
shooting, is the most replayed moment. Sources vary by a minute on some timings, so the
minutes above are approximate.

Why 6–3 mattered more than the score

England did not lose narrowly, or through bad luck. They were outplayed in a way that
shocked those watching, and English newspapers said so. It forced English football to ask
what it had been missing.

The Return in Budapest

England played Hungary again in Budapest on 23 May 1954, shortly before the World Cup, and
lost 7–1. This margin is still England's heaviest defeat. The two results together removed any
argument that Wembley had been a fluke.

The Aftermath

In England, 1953 started a long argument about coaching, tactics and the national team's
selection, and the Football Association gradually moved towards coaching schemes. In Hungary,
the result confirmed the team as the best in Europe and, in many eyes, in the world, which made
the World Cup the following year the obvious next test. It is the subject of Chapter 6.
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Exercises

EXERCISE 1

List three things Hungary did to prepare for the Wembley match, and one way
England's preparation differed.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 2

Give the score of each match (Wembley 1953 and Budapest 1954) and explain why
having both results mattered.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 3

Pick one story about the match that the chapter calls an anecdote, and explain why it
should be treated with care.

→ Solution

Quick Reference

Date and place: 25 November 1953, Wembley

Result: Hungary 6, England 3

Scorers: Hidegkuti (3), Puskás (2), Bozsik (HUN); Sewell, Mortensen (2, one penalty)
(ENG)

Significance: England's first home defeat to a continental side

Preparation: Hungary studied England and trained for the conditions; England did not

Return match: Budapest, 23 May 1954, Hungary 7, England 1

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-5_exercise1.txt
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Next chapter: Bern 1954: The Final, where the unbeaten run met West Germany at the World
Cup.
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CHSTART006X

The Golden Team & Hungarian Football
Chapter 6 · Bern 1954: The Final

On 4 July 1954, at the Wankdorf Stadium in Bern, Hungary led West Germany 2–0 after eight
minutes and lost the World Cup final 3–2. For Hungary it was the defeat that defined the team;
for Germany it became the "Miracle of Bern". This chapter follows the tournament, the injury
that shadows the final, and the match itself, and it gives both sides of the story. The scores are
firm; the explanations offered for the result are disputed, and the chapter says which are which.

The Tournament Run

Stage Opponent Result

Group South Korea Hungary 9–0

Group West Germany Hungary 8–3

Quarter-final Brazil Hungary 4–2

Semi-final Uruguay Hungary 4–2 (after extra time)

Final West Germany West Germany 3–2

Uruguay were the reigning champions and had never lost a World Cup match, and the semi-final
against them is often rated one of the best of the tournament. The quarter-final against Brazil
was so violent that it is remembered as the "Battle of Berne".

The Group Match and Puskás's Injury

The 8–3 win over West Germany came in the group stage, in a match where the Germans were
widely understood to have fielded a weakened side, resting players for the later rounds. The
exact degree of weakening is argued about, and this course says only that the German coach,
Sepp Herberger, was reported to have rotated his team. In that match Puskás was fouled by a
German defender and injured his ankle. He missed the quarter-final and the semi-final and came
back for the final, but he was not fully fit. How much that affected the result is a matter of
opinion.
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Check the fitness story

Accounts differ on how seriously Puskás was injured and how well he played in the final.
Do not treat "Puskás was half-fit, so Hungary lost" as established; it is one explanation
among several.

The Final

The match was played in heavy rain. The start went as Hungary's supporters would have hoped.

Minute (approx.) Scorer Score

6 Puskás (HUN) 1–0

8 Czibor (HUN) 2–0

10 Morlock (FRG) 2–1

18 Rahn (FRG) 2–2

84 Rahn (FRG) 2–3

The game stayed at 2–2 until Helmut Rahn scored the winner six minutes from the end.
Moments later Puskás put the ball in the net for what would have been an equaliser, but the
goal was disallowed for offside, and the decision is still debated. Fritz Walter was the German
captain and Toni Turek the goalkeeper, and the radio commentator Herbert Zimmermann's
reaction to Turek's saves ("Turek, you are a football god") became part of German memory.

The offside decision

The disallowed goal was ruled by a linesman and confirmed by the referee. Photographs
and film have been used to argue both ways, so it is better described as a contested
decision than as a clear error.

Why Did Hungary Lose?
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People have offered many explanations, and no single one is decisive.

Puskás's injury. He was not fully fit, and the team had been scoring heavily without him.
Tiredness. The semi-final went to extra time, and the Hungarians had played several
demanding matches.
The weather. Heavy rain favoured a team with the right equipment. Stories about German
boots with adjustable studs, associated with the Dassler company, are widely told but
should be treated as a popular explanation.
Overconfidence. Hungary had beaten Germany 8–3 earlier and may have treated the final
as won.
Allegations about German preparation. There have been later claims about injections
given to German players. These have been investigated and discussed, but they remain
disputed, and this course does not treat them as established.
Luck. Some goals can be explained by good fortune, and football contains luck.

Two stories of one match

In Germany, 1954 is a story of recovery, a country finding something to be proud of nine
years after the war. In Hungary it is a story of the best team in the world, undefeated for
about four years, losing the one match that mattered. Both are true accounts of the same
ninety minutes.

The Reaction at Home

Reports describe disappointment in Hungary, with angry crowds in Budapest and criticism of the
coach, and the regime was embarrassed because the team was a showpiece. The scale of the
reaction is described differently in different sources, so this course says only that it was severe.
Two years later events of a much larger kind overtook football, the subject of Chapter 7.

Exercises

EXERCISE 1

Give Hungary's results from the group stage to the semi-final of the 1954 World Cup,
and say which two matches were against the team that later beat them.
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→ Solution

EXERCISE 2

List three explanations given for Hungary's defeat in the final, and mark which you
think is best supported and why.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 3

Write two sentences telling the story of the final from the German side and two from
the Hungarian side.

→ Solution

Quick Reference

Final: 4 July 1954, Wankdorf Stadium, Bern; West Germany 3, Hungary 2

Early lead: Hungary 2–0 by about the eighth minute (Puskás, Czibor)

Winner: Rahn, about the 84th minute

Group match: Hungary 8, West Germany 3; Puskás injured

Earlier rounds: 9–0 South Korea, 4–2 Brazil, 4–2 Uruguay (extra time)

Disputed: the offside decision, the injury's effect, German preparation

Next chapter: 1956: The Team Scattered, when the uprising and Honvéd's tour broke up the
Golden Team for good.

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-6_exercise1.txt
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CHSTART007X

The Golden Team & Hungarian Football
Chapter 7 · 1956: The Team Scattered

The Golden Team did not fade away; it was broken up by events outside football. In the autumn
of 1956 a popular uprising in Hungary was crushed by Soviet forces, and in the same weeks the
army club Honvéd was abroad on a European Cup tie. Several of the best players did not go
home. This chapter stays on football and gives only the background needed to follow it. Dates
and details from 1956 are documented, but the exact movements of individual players are
hedged where accounts differ.

The Background in Brief

The uprising began in Budapest on 23 October 1956, with demonstrations against Communist
rule and Soviet influence that turned into armed fighting. A reform government under Imre
Nagy took power briefly. On 4 November Soviet forces entered Budapest in strength and the
uprising was crushed over the following days. Large numbers of people, estimated in the order
of two hundred thousand, left the country in the aftermath. The uprising is covered in more
depth elsewhere on the site, and this course does not try to retell it.

Why the football story is about more than football

The Golden Team had been used as a showpiece of the regime. Its members were famous,
and what they chose to do in 1956 carried a political meaning, whatever each person's
own reasons were.

Honvéd on Tour

In the 1956–57 season Honvéd had qualified for the European Cup, the new continental
competition. Their first-round opponents were Athletic Bilbao, and the first leg was played in
Spain in November 1956 while Budapest was in turmoil. The second leg could not be played in
Hungary and was moved to a neutral ground in Brussels. The result went to Bilbao on
aggregate, according to the usual record, but the football was overtaken by the question of
what the players would do next.
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Honvéd's players had left Hungary before the uprising ended and were abroad when it was
crushed. Some returned home. Others stayed away, and a group of them travelled through
Western Europe on a series of fundraising and exhibition matches. Different sources describe the
details of the tour differently, so this course says only that it kept several of the stars abroad for
an extended period.

Who Stayed, Who Went Home

Player What happened

Ferenc Puskás Stayed abroad. Suspended for a period after refusing to return, then signed for
Real Madrid in 1958.

Sándor Kocsis Stayed abroad and later joined Barcelona.

Zoltán Czibor Stayed abroad and later joined Barcelona.

Nándor
Hidegkuti

Remained in Hungary; later became a coach.

József Bozsik Returned to Hungary and continued to play there.

Gusztáv Sebes Left his national post in 1956 as the team broke up.

Check each biography

Individual players' movements in 1956 and 1957 are told in many versions, with
differences about when they decided to stay and what pressure they were under. The
table gives the broad outcomes only.

Puskás at Real Madrid

Puskás was suspended by football's governing bodies for roughly eighteen months after
refusing to return, and he signed for Real Madrid in 1958 at around thirty-one, overweight and
out of match practice, according to the usual account. He then became one of the club's most
prolific scorers and played in a side that won the European Cup in the late 1950s and early
1960s. In the 1960 final at Hampden Park in Glasgow he scored four goals in a 7–3 win over
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Eintracht Frankfurt. He also played internationally for Spain, taking Spanish citizenship, and did
not return to live in Hungary until after the political changes of the late 1980s. Exact dates and
totals should be checked before they are quoted.

Kocsis and Czibor at Barcelona

Kocsis and Czibor joined Barcelona, where they played in a successful side of the late 1950s and
early 1960s. Both were in the Barcelona team beaten 3–2 by Benfica in the 1961 European Cup
final, a match in which the Spanish side hit the woodwork repeatedly, according to the common
retelling. Kocsis stayed in Spain and died in Barcelona in 1979; Czibor later returned to Hungary.
These details are worth confirming in a dedicated source.

What Was Lost

The national team never reassembled in its 1954 form. The world's most admired forward line
was split between Madrid, Barcelona and Budapest. The football thinking behind it, however, did
not vanish, and it travelled with the players and the coaches who left, which is the subject of
Chapter 8.

Exercises

EXERCISE 1

Explain in three sentences how the 1956 uprising and Honvéd's European Cup tie were
connected to the break-up of the Golden Team.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 2

Name the clubs that Puskás, Kocsis and Czibor joined after leaving Hungary, and one
achievement for each club mentioned in the chapter.

→ Solution

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-7_exercise1.txt
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The Golden Team and Hungarian Football · Page 34

EXERCISE 3

The chapter warns about individual biographies. Pick one claim in it that needs
checking and say how you would check it.

→ Solution

Quick Reference

Uprising: began 23 October 1956; Soviet forces entered Budapest on 4 November

Honvéd: European Cup tie against Athletic Bilbao in November 1956; second leg
played in Brussels

Puskás: suspended, then Real Madrid from 1958; four goals in the 1960 final

Kocsis and Czibor: Barcelona; in the team beaten by Benfica in 1961

Stayed in Hungary: Hidegkuti and Bozsik

Result: the team never played together again in its 1954 form

Next chapter: Hungarians Who Shaped World Football, which follows the coaches and players
who carried Hungarian ideas across Europe and South America.

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-7_exercise3.txt
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CHSTART008X

The Golden Team & Hungarian Football
Chapter 8 · Hungarians Who Shaped World Football

Hungary is a small country that exported a large share of football's coaches. The story did not
begin with the Golden Team or end with it: Hungarian coaches were working across Europe in
the 1920s and 1930s, and after 1956 more left. This chapter follows four careers, Béla Guttmann,
Árpád Weisz, Lajos Czeizler and Ferenc Puskás as a coach, and asks what "Hungarian football"
meant when it travelled. Career details are well documented in outline, but some individual
claims (especially about who "invented" a tactic) are flagged as disputed.

Why So Many Coaches?

Several reasons are usually given. The coffee-house football culture of Budapest (Chapter 2)
valued tactical discussion. The Hogan-era emphasis on coaching (Chapter 3) made it a
recognised profession in Hungary earlier than in some countries. After the First World War, and
again in the 1930s and after 1956, political and economic pressure pushed many Hungarians to
work elsewhere. These explanations overlap, and historians weigh them differently.

Béla Guttmann

Béla Guttmann (1899–1981) played for MTK in the early 1920s (the link to the same school as
Hogan is noted in Chapter 3) and then for Hakoah Vienna, followed by a spell in the United
States. As a coach he moved constantly, which became part of his legend: Hungarian clubs,
Italian and Portuguese clubs, and teams in South America all employed him.

Period
(approx.)

Where Notes

1930s Hungary Wins the Hungarian league with Újpest.

1950s Italy, Brazil and
elsewhere

Wins the Italian league with Milan (1955); coaches São
Paulo.

1959–62 Portugal Benfica win the European Cup in 1961 (3–2 v Barcelona) and
1962 (5–3 v Real Madrid).
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Guttmann is also tied to the "curse of Guttmann". The story is that he left Benfica after a dispute
over pay and said the club would not win a European trophy for a hundred years. Benfica lost
several finals afterwards. It is a good story and a popular one, but it rests on a remembered
remark, so treat it as folklore and not as a documented statement.

Who introduced 4–2–4?

Guttmann is often credited with taking the 4–2–4 formation to Brazil, where Brazilian sides
used it in the 1958 World Cup. Others are credited with developing 4–2–4 independently,
including Hungarian coaches such as Márton Bukovi, and it is hard to give one person the
credit. Read "introduced" as "helped to spread".

Árpád Weisz

Árpád Weisz (1896–1944), born in Hungary, played for Hungary and in Italy, and became one of
Italy's most successful coaches of the 1930s, winning the Serie A title with Inter and then with
Bologna. As a Jew he was forced out of Italian football when Italy introduced racial laws in 1938,
and he moved to the Netherlands. In 1942 he was deported, and he died in Auschwitz in 1944,
as did members of his family. His story was little known for decades and has been rediscovered
by historians, so it is a reminder that Hungarian football abroad had a darker side too.

Lajos Czeizler

Lajos Czeizler (born in Hungary in 1893) became a coach in Sweden and led the Swedish
national team to Olympic gold in 1948. He then went to Italy, where he coached Milan to the
league title in 1951. He is associated with an attacking, organised style in Italy, and Milan's
Swedish forwards of that era, nicknamed "Gre-No-Li", are linked with his time there. Check his
birth year and tenures in a dedicated source before quoting them.

Puskás as a Coach

Puskás coached after his playing days in several countries. His best-known result is taking the
Greek club Panathinaikos to the 1971 European Cup final, which they lost to Ajax at Wembley.
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He also coached in Spain, South America and elsewhere with more mixed success. He is
remembered far more as a player, a pattern that is common with great players.

What Did the Hungarian Idea Travel With?

Passing and positional play

The short-passing game of the Danubian
school, with players swapping positions and
thinking about space.

Coaching as a craft

Treating training, tactics and preparation as
professional work, not as something left to
the players.

Adaptability

Hungarian coaches worked in many
countries and languages, which required
adapting rather than imposing a system.

A caution against the neat story

It is tempting to say Hungary "taught the world". More accurately, Hungarian coaches
were one strong current in a mixed flow of ideas between Britain, central Europe, Italy and
South America, and each of those places also changed what arrived.

Exercises

EXERCISE 1

Choose two of the four coaches in the chapter and give two facts about each, including
the country where they were most successful.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 2

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-8_exercise1.txt
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The chapter calls the "curse of Guttmann" folklore. Explain why and say what evidence
would be needed to treat it as fact.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 3

Write three sentences explaining why "Hungary taught the world to play" is an over-
simplification.

→ Solution

Quick Reference

Béla Guttmann (1899–1981): Benfica, European Cup winners 1961 and 1962; Milan
champions 1955

Árpád Weisz (1896–1944): Serie A with Inter and Bologna; died in Auschwitz

Lajos Czeizler: Sweden's 1948 Olympic gold; Milan champions 1951

Puskás as coach: Panathinaikos, 1971 European Cup finalists

Hedged: the "curse", and who introduced 4–2–4

Next chapter: After the Golden Age: 1957 to Today, which follows Hungarian football from the
long decline to the new stadium.
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CHSTART009X

The Golden Team & Hungarian Football
Chapter 9 · After the Golden Age: 1957 to Today

The Golden Team never returned, but Hungarian football did not stop. There were good
moments in the 1960s, a last World Cup run in the 1980s, a long absence from major
tournaments, and a revival of attention from 2016. This chapter tells that story briefly and picks
out what matters for the national memory. Results are well documented; judgements about
reasons for decline and about the recent stadium and academy investment are disputed, and the
chapter says so where it matters.

The 1960s: Albert and Goodison Park

Flórián Albert, a forward who came through at Ferencváros, was Hungary's outstanding player of
the 1960s and won the Ballon d'Or in 1967. Hungary won Olympic football gold in 1964 and
again in 1968, and finished third at the 1964 European Championship.

At the 1966 World Cup in England, Hungary beat Brazil 3–1 at Goodison Park in Liverpool, in a
match often called one of the great performances by a Hungarian side after 1956. Hungary then
lost 2–1 to the Soviet Union in the quarter-final. The win over Brazil, who were the reigning
champions, is a reminder that Hungary was still a serious team a decade after the Golden Age.

Check the Olympic wins

Olympic football in this period was contested by amateur or state-amateur sides, as in
Chapter 4, so the gold medals of 1964 and 1968 count for less than they would in a fully
professional event. They remain real results.

The World Cups of 1978 to 1986

Hungary qualified for the World Cup in 1978 (Argentina), 1982 (Spain) and 1986 (Mexico). In
1982 they beat El Salvador 10–1, which is still the largest winning margin by any team in a World
Cup finals match, but they did not reach the second round. In 1986 they lost heavily to the
Soviet Union and went out in the group. These were the last World Cup finals Hungary reached
for decades, according to the usual record, and the 1986 team is remembered as the end of an
era.
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The Long Absence

After 1986 Hungary failed to qualify for the World Cup for many years and missed the European
Championship from 1972 until 2016. Explanations include the end of the state sports system
after 1989, the loss of the best players to richer clubs abroad, weak club finances, and uneven
youth coaching. These explanations are widely repeated, but historians and journalists weigh
them differently, and no single cause explains the decline.

A common comparison

Hungary had been the best in the world in 1954 and could not reach a European
Championship for forty-four years. The gap between that memory and the results is part
of why the Golden Team stays so present in the country's football conversation.

Euro 2016 and Euro 2020

Hungary returned to the European Championship in 2016 in France, topped their group
(drawing with Iceland and Portugal and beating Austria) and lost to Belgium in the round of
sixteen. At the delayed Euro 2020, held in 2021, Hungary were in a very strong group with
Portugal, France and Germany. They lost to Portugal in Budapest and drew with France and
Germany, a result that was celebrated at home even though they went out. Hungary then
qualified for Euro 2024 in Germany. Check the exact scores before quoting them.

The Puskás Aréna

The Puskás Aréna in Budapest opened in 2019 on the site of the old Népstadion (People's
Stadium), which had been the national stadium since the 1950s. It holds roughly 67,000
spectators and is named for Puskás, which ties the national team to its most famous player. It
hosted matches at Euro 2020 and has staged major European club finals, including, I believe, the
2023 UEFA Europa League final, but that detail should be verified.

The Academy System
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Since the 2000s there has been heavy investment in youth football and in new stadiums,
including the Puskás Akadémia in Felcsút, near the prime minister's home village. Supporters
credit this investment with producing a new generation of players, and Hungarian internationals
such as Dominik Szoboszlai have played for leading clubs abroad. Critics point to the amount of
public money involved and to its links with the governing party, and some question the benefits.
The course takes no side but notes that this is a live political debate and not only a sporting one,
so it is a topic to read about in several sources.

Exercises

EXERCISE 1

Describe Hungary's 1966 World Cup and name two other results from the 1960s
mentioned in the chapter.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 2

List three explanations given for Hungary's long absence from major tournaments, and
say which you think is the strongest and why.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 3

Summarise in four sentences the arguments for and against the recent investment in
stadiums and academies.

→ Solution

Quick Reference

Flórián Albert: Ballon d'Or 1967

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-9_exercise1.txt
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1966: 3–1 over Brazil at Goodison Park; 2–1 loss to the Soviet Union in the quarter-
final

Olympic gold: 1964 and 1968

World Cups: 1978, 1982 (10–1 v El Salvador), 1986

Euros: returned in 2016; Euro 2020 group with Portugal, France, Germany

Puskás Aréna: opened 2019, about 67,000 seats

Debate: public money for stadiums and academies

Next chapter: Capstone: Myth, Memory & a Nation's Game, which asks how the 1953–54 team
became a national legend.
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CHSTART010X

The Golden Team & Hungarian Football
Chapter 10 · Capstone: Myth, Memory & a Nation's Game

The Golden Team won no World Cup, and for many Hungarians it remains the country's best-
loved sporting side. This closing chapter asks how that happened. It looks at how the team is
remembered, how the memory has been used, what became of Puskás, and what the story shows
about hope and defeat. It also draws together the earlier chapters. Where facts are uncertain the
chapter says so, and the final exercises ask you to apply the course's habit of separating record
from legend.

A Team Remembered for Losing

Most nations remember their champions. Hungary's best-known team is remembered partly for
the match it lost. The 3–2 defeat in Bern (Chapter 6) did not erase the 6–3 at Wembley (Chapter
5), and the two together make a story with a shape: rapid rise, a high point, a sudden fall and a
long aftermath. Stories with that shape tend to last.

Why defeat can strengthen a legend

A team that wins every time can become routine. A team that is brilliant and then loses
leaves a question ("what if?") that people keep asking. The Golden Team gave Hungary a
permanent "what if", and that helps explain why it is still discussed.

How the Memory Is Kept

Names on buildings. The national stadium carries Puskás's name (Chapter 9), and the
club grounds of MTK and Honvéd are associated with Hidegkuti and Bozsik, according to
the usual record. Check the current names before quoting them.
The Puskás Award. FIFA's annual prize for the best goal of the year bears his name.
Retellings. Books, documentaries and anniversary articles repeat the 6–3 and the final, and
the details drift towards the legend over time.
Comparison. Every Hungarian side since is measured against the Golden Team, which is a
weight as well as a source of pride.
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Puskás After Football

Puskás died in 2006. He had spent most of his adult life outside Hungary, as a Real Madrid and
Spain player, then as a coach in several countries (Chapter 8). He visited Hungary again from the
1980s, and during his later years he worked with the national team in a coaching capacity. His
death was marked in Hungary by a large public farewell, which shows how the country had
come to treat him: as its own, even though he left in 1956. The exact dates and roles should be
checked in a dedicated biography.

A question about belonging

Puskás was welcomed back as a national hero, though he had left at a time of crisis and
played for another country. The story shows how nations fold their emigrants back into
the national story once the political reasons for exile have passed.

Myth Versus Record

Across the course, a few habits have kept the story honest:

Separate the record

Scores, dates and scorers can be checked.
Motives, atmosphere and "what the crowd
felt" usually cannot.

Mark the anecdote

The warm-up juggling, the boots, the curse
of Guttmann: stories that fit too well should
be flagged as colour.

Keep both sides

Bern is a tragedy in Budapest and a miracle
in Germany. Both are accurate descriptions
of the same match.

What the Story Says

The Golden Team shows that a small country can lead the world in a sport through ideas as
much as resources: coaching, preparation, and a willingness to rethink positions (Chapters 3 to
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5). It also shows how fragile that lead can be when politics intervenes (Chapter 7), how
knowledge spreads when people move (Chapter 8), and how long it takes a football culture to
recover (Chapter 9). Finally, it shows how a nation uses a sports team to talk about itself, which is
why a story about a game can become a story about hope and loss.

Exercises

EXERCISE 1

Write a one-paragraph summary of the Golden Team's rise and fall, naming at least one
chapter-level fact from each of Chapters 3 to 7.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 2

Choose one story from the course that is better described as legend than record, and
explain what a careful writer should do with it.

→ Solution

EXERCISE 3

In about 150 words, argue whether a team that never won the World Cup deserves to
be remembered as one of the greatest of all time.

→ Solution

Quick Reference

Shape of the story: rise (to 1953), peak (Wembley), fall (Bern, 1956), long aftermath

Memory: stadium and club grounds, the Puskás Award, retellings

Puskás: died 2006; welcomed back as a national hero

Habits: separate record from legend, flag anecdotes, keep both sides

file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-10_exercise1.txt
file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-10_exercise2.txt
file:///C:/resources/hugolden1/hugolden1-10_exercise3.txt
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Themes: ideas over resources, fragility, spread of knowledge, football as national story

Course complete. Return to The Golden Team & Hungarian Football 1 for the scope and
sources, and to the other Hungary Culture courses for related history.


